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Ecclesiastics  44:  8-9 

There  be  on  them,  that  have  left  a  name 
behind  them,  that  their  praises  might 
be  reported. 

And  some  there  be,  which  have 
no  memorial; 

Who  are  perished,  as  thought  they 
had  never  been  and  become  as 
though  they  had  never  been  born. 
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FOREWARD 


The  weight  of  time  hangs  in  mysterious  silence  over  the  lovely 
steeple  that  sits  so  majestically  on  the  roof  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church. 
Summer  sunshine  whispers  softly  through  the  gleaming  stain  glass 
windows,  and  for  a  few  hours  in  time,  silence  prevails. 

Perhaps  the  old  church  is  merely  resting,  waiting  for  its  250th 
birthday  on  October  10,  1999.  Or  perhaps,  on  this  day,  it  simple 
misses  the  laughter  of  the  Vacation  Bible  School  children,  and  is 
waiting  to  be  called  upon  to  open  its  doors  and  welcome  the  fellow- 
ship of  all  its  members,  once  again. 

The  historical  marker  that  sits  so  proudly  on  the  front  lawn 
waits  too.  In  the  sunlight  it  beckons  visitors  to  linger  and  read  the  story 
so  finely  etched  in  gold. 

Our  history  in  this  church  sounds  simple.  Yet  it  is  not.  It  is 
history  so  old,  yet  it  could  have  happened  yesterday.  The  times  are 
different,  but  the  Baptist  principals  have  remained  the  same.  The 
stubbornness  that  marked  their  earliest  beginnings  still  remains  as 
part  of  their  inheritance  today.  A  beginning  that  started  for  Rowan  250 
years  ago. 

In  1749,  a  small  group  of  believers  felt  the  call  to  organize  a 
church.  And  because  of  this  call  and  under  the  guidance  of  a  great 
minister,  Edward  Brown,  Great  Cohera  was  founded.  And  so  it  began. 

They  were  a  feisty,  determined  people  these  early  Baptists; 
strong-willed,  out-spoken,  and  hungry  for  freedom  from  the  English 
rule.  There  is  an  old  saying:  "Find  something  you  love  enough  to  die 
for,  and  then  live  for  it."  This  is  precisely  what  they  did.  They  lived 
and  they  died  for  their  faith. 

Rowan  has  witnessed  the  beginning  and  end  of  slavery,  and 
has  held  fast  through  many  major  wars.  The  church  has  survived  the 
birth  of  a  nation,  the  birth  of  a  state,  and  endured  harsh  restrictions. 
Still,  through  all  these  upheavals,  yesterday  and  today,  it  stands 
strong. 

The  goal  at  Rowan  is  the  same  today  as  it  was  all  those  many 


years  ago:  to  forever  remember  with  pride  their  humble  and  harsh 
beginnings,  and  to  forever  count  themselves  blessed  to  have  played 
even  a  small  part  in  that  great  cloud  of  brave  men  and  women  who 
came  before  them,  and  for  those  who  will  come  long  after  they  are 
gone.  And  above  all,  to  forever  stand  strong  and  united  in  their 
Christian  beliefs. 

From  the  whispers  of  the  past  rings  the  motto  loud  and  true  that 
has  burned  itself  into  the  heart  of  this  humble  church. 

1749-1999. 

"Founded  Before  Freedom!" 


PREFACE 


The  body  of  this  book  has  grown  out  of  many  hours  spent  in 
research,  a  demanding  task.  But  one  that  has  also  brought  me  great 
joy.  It  began  to  come  alive  as  I  seriously  studied  the  lives  of  a  people 
whose  religious  heritage  is  as  old  and  strong  as  time  itself. 

In  the  nights  and  days  of  those  hours,  I  was  impressed  and 
sometimes  deeply  moved  by  the  things  ordinary  folks  had  done  and 
thought  and  dreamed  since  they  migrated  to  this  country.  Some  of  the 
things  I  wrote  about  seldom  find  their  way  into  the  history  books, 
because  sometimes  historians  fail  to  realize  that  the  simple,  human 
frailties  of  life  and  the  glowing  light  of  bravery  men  shine,  is  history 
too. 

The  history  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church  has  such  deep  roots. 
And  the  heirs  of  this  legacy  of  bravery  have  kept  alive  the  sacred  fires 
of  liberty,  with  their  enduring  resolve  and  their  everlasting  capacity 
and  thirst  for  freedom. 

I  am  profoundly  grateful  to  our  forebearers,  for  without  their 
light  there  would  be  no  250  years  of  history  to  be  recorded. 

I  will  be  forever  in  debt  for  all  those  bits  and  pieces  of  history 
that  were  so  carefully  recorded,  even  when  doing  so  was  considered 
risky  business.  They  have  enabled  me  to  attempt  to  paint  this 
wonderful  picture  of  our  past.  With  the  help  of  notes  and  microfilm, 
reference  books,  old  bulletins,  minutes  and  well-kept  diaries  by 
people  like  Granville  Wallace  and  Judy  Hairr,  as  well  as  verbal 
histories  by  those  few  who  remembered.  Eventually,  a  story  began  to 
emerge. 

So  in  the  final  analysis  let  it  be  said  of  us  that  we  served  and 
that  we  strengthened  this  land,  and  that  we  reached  out  and  touched 
lives  with  our  Christian  belief,  and  that  because  of  us  our  church  is 
stronger  and  our  faith  is  deeper. 

And  from  the  mountain  top  of  our  hopes  and  Christian 
dedication,  may  we  always  cherish  the  words  of  our  Lord  as  we  join 
hands  in  harmony  and  love,  while  we  reach  far  across  the  centuries  in 
preparation  for  those  who  will  come  after  us. 


Yours  in  Christian  faith,  Micki  Cottle  - 1999. 
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THE  GREAT  COHARYS  CONSTITUTION 
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CHAPTER  1 


FOUNDED  BEFORE  FREEDOM 

From  the  whispers  of  the  past  rings  the  motto  loud  and  true  that 
has  burned  itself  deeply  into  the  heart  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church. 
"Founded  Before  Freedom." 

In  Genesis  2:8,  we  are  told  that  "The  Lord  God  planted  a 
garden  eastward  in  Eden;  and  there  He  put  the  man  whom  He  had 
formed." 

Rowan  echoes  with  the  spirit  of  these  ageless  words  and  they 
have  whispered  throughout  her  walls  from  the  time  of  her  humble 
beginnings  in  1749. 

The  man  who  was  sent  to  plant  and  nourish  our  garden  was  the 
Reverend  Edward  Brown,  a  man  reared  and  trained  in  the  Calvinist 
faith,  but  later  converted  and  baptized,  then  ordained  a  Baptist 
minister. 

Brown  was  a  former  assistant  at  Kehukee  Church  in  Halifax, 
NC.  There,  under  the  guidance  of  the  spirited  General  Baptist  leader, 
William  Sojourner,  he  embraced  the  Baptist  doctrine  completely,  and 
was  eventually  sent  out  as  a  missionary  to  Rowan  in  1749. 

Thus  began  the  soul  and  body  of  the  Great  Cohera  Baptist 
Church,  the  church  of  our  fathers  that  is  known  as  Rowan  today. 

Edward  Brown  would  stay  in  the  pulpit  until  his  death  in  1783, 
over  34  years.  In  that  time  he  would  go  on  to  organize  other  churches 
in  the  area,  and  become  almost  legendary  in  his  dedication  to  the 
Baptist  cause.  Under  his  leadership,  The  Great  Cohera  Baptist  Church 
would  struggle  through  the  stirring  political  events  of  the  time,  most 
notable,  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Rowan  has  had  five  buildings  at  three  locations.  The  first, 
built  of  logs  was  erected  about  V/i  miles  west  of  the  present  site  and 
was  used  for  ten  years. 

The  second  building,  also  built  of  logs,  was  erected  in  1759 
and  used  until  1808,  when  the  log  building  was  replaced  by  a  frame 


2/History  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church 


structure.  The  first  frame  structure  was  used  until  1903,  nearly  a 
century. 

The  building  was  reflective  of  the  time.  On  the  side  and  up 
toward  the  pulpit  was  the  front  door  through  which  all  the  women  and 
girls  entered  and  sat  on  the  preacher's  left.  At  the  end  of  the  building, 
opposite  the  pulpit  was  the  back  door  through  which  all  the  men  and 
boys  entered  and  sat  at  the  preacher's  right.  The  older  men  sat  in  the 
"Amen"  corner  facing  the  older  women  on  the  other  side.  Directly 
across  the  church,  behind  the  pulpit  was  a  shed  room,  where  the  slaves 
could  hear  the  sermon  through  the  shutter-type  window,  which  was 
situated  a  little  above  the  preacher's  head. 

The  fourth  building,  another  frame  structure  was  erected  in 
1 903,  enlarged  later,  and  used  until  1 938  when  the  first  brick  structure 
in  the  community  was  completed.  The  building  was  under  the 
direction  of  Monroe  Marshbury,  a  master  builder.  During  this  period, 
Rowan  was  under  the  pastoral  guidance  of  Rev.  H.G.  Bryant. 

In  1924  the  church  built  its  first  parsonage,  a  two-story  frame 
house,  located  on  highway  42 1  on  a  lot  donated  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Peterson.  The  house  burned  in  1929  and  many  members  recall  that 
a  new  bungalow  was  built  to  replace  it.  Much  of  the  actual  physical 
labor  on  the  new  building  was  performed  by  the  pastor  and  his  wife, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.R.  Beach.  Other  pastors  who  later  occupied  the 
dwelling  were:  H.G.  Bryant,  E.C.  Chamblee,  E.A.  Walker,  E.S. 
Morgan,  R.R.  McCulloch  and  Millard  M.  Johnson.  Eventually  the 
Johnson  family  moved  into  the  present  parsonage  on  Reedsford  Road 
in  1959. 

Millard  Johnson  and  his  wife,  Katie,  who  assisted  him  so 
faithfully  in  his  duties,  served  as  pastor  for  22  years.  They  were  active 
during  the  razing  and  replacement  of  the  educational  building  in 
1953,  and  later  the  redecoration  of  the  sanctuary ,  the  air-conditioning, 
adding  the  steeple  and  chimes  and  the  landscaping  of  the  grounds. 

Old  minutes  of  the  church  indicate  that  a  strict  watch  was  kept 
on  the  morals  of  the  members.  Notations  were  made  when  a  back- 
sliding brother  or  sister  would  be  called  "on  the  carpet"  for  "walking 
disorderly,"  "using  stimulating  intoxicants"  etc... 
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The  first  mention  of  Sunday  School  is  on  the  second  Sunday 
in  March,  1 877,  when  J.J.  Stringfield  was  elected  superintendent;  the 
pastor  was  J.M.  Page. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Union  at  Rowan  was  established  in 
1906,  when  Miss  Macy  Cox  and  Mrs.  Berta  Peterson  led  the  organi- 
zational meeting  in  the  back  yard  of  Mrs.  John  T.  (Maggie)  Evans' 
home  on  the  Warsaw  Road. 

The  ancestor  of  our  current  Baptist  Training  Union,  then 
known  as  Baptist  Young  People's  Union  was  organized  here  in  the 
1930' s,  and  the  Brotherhood  in  1946. 

In  1962-1964  redecoration  and  carpeting  of  the  sanctuary,  and 
complete  air-conditioning  of  the  building,  paving  of  parking  areas 
was  undertaken.  The  massive  oaks  and  whispering  pines  that  were  for 
many  years  shade  for  fellowship  among  the  members  after  Sunday 
worship  were  lost  when  the  landscaping  program  was  undertaken. 

The  church  had  not  had  a  bell  since  the  erection  of  the  brick 
building,  so  in  197 1  the  congregation  voted  to  rebuild  the  front  porch 
and  add  a  steeple  with  a  bell.  All  these  improvements  were  made,  not 
because  the  church  members  over  the  years  had  an  abundance  of 
money  to  spend,  but  because  they  worked  together  toward  a  common 
cause  and  took  joy  and  pride  in  any  accomplishments  for  the  good  of 
Rowan. 

As  stated  above  records  from  old  minutes  in  1911  have  an 
interesting  notation  as  the  church  prepared  for  the  annual  associa- 
tional  meeting.  Three  committeemen  were  appointed  to  act  during  the 
associational  meeting  to  see  that  no  picture  taking  should  be  allowed 
on  the  church  grounds  and  also  keep  off  any  salesmen  of  any  kind. 
Actually  this  was  not  as  far-fetched  as  it  might  sound.  The  Association 
drew  many  people  from  other  churches  and  it  was  not  unheard  of  for 
a  salesman  or  two,  sensing  a  good  prospect,  to  show  up  selling  a 
variety  of  things. 

In  October  30,  1949,  the  Church's  Bicentennial  was  cel- 
ebrated with  an  all-day  program  that  drew  a  crowd  of  several  hundred 
people.  The  morning  service  was  delivered  by  Edward  A.  Walker  of 
Lexington,  Kentucky  (pastor  from  1940-44).  Other  former  pastors 
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present  and  heard  from  in  the  afternoon  were  J.M.  Page;  N.E. 
Gresham  and  H.G.  Bryant.  Dr.  R.R.  McCullock  was  the  pastor  of  the 
church  at  this  time.  Other  special  guests  on  the  program  included  Dr. 
L.L.  Carpenter,  Editor  of  the  Biblical  Recorder,  Dr.  M.A.  Huggins 
and  Dr.  Clyde  Turner.  The  two  oldest  members  there  were;  W.T. 
(Uncle  Captain)  Robinson,  and  Mrs.  Berta  Marshburn  Peterson.  The 
youngest  was  Richard  Sessoms,  age  10.  Uncle  Captain  Robinson  and 
Aunt  Berta  were  two  solid  backbones  of  the  church.  The  largest 
family  present  that  day  was  that  of  Mr.  Floyd  Quick. 

Other  notable  items  of  interest  in  our  church  notes,  indicate 
that  in  1853  the  first  recorded  revival  was  held.  William  Kennedy, 
who  would  later  become  a  pastor  at  Rowan,  was  the  visiting  minister. 

In  1854  letters  were  granted  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Johnson  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Roberts  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  church  at 
Clinton.  This  church  would  be  known  as  Clinton  First  Baptist  Church. 
The  town  had  officially  been  chartered  in  1 852. 

In  1 859  resolutions  to  exclude  members  for  intoxication  were 
approved. 

I  must  make  a  note  here  that  we  cannot  mention  Mrs.  Berta 
Peterson  without  remembering  a  few  of  her  talents.  Probably  the 
greatest  of  these,  were  her  outstanding  fund-raising  abilities. 

Mrs.  Berta  would  make  personal  visits  to  members  of  the 
congregation,  sitting  erect  in  her  buggy,  head  up,  eyes  determined. 
Once  there  she  would  inquire  about  the  sick,  and  before  she  left  she 
would  state  emphatically  the  need  for  church  contributions.  She 
would  happily  take  whatever  "the  Lord  would  provide"  whether  it 
was  money  or  livestock,  eggs  or  ham.  Mrs.  Berta  knew  food  items 
could  easily  be  sold,  which  she  would  do-and  the  money  went 
promptly  to  her  beloved  Rowan. 

Mrs.  Berta  was  also  remembered  for  her  personal  notes  to  the 
children  of  the  church.  Christian  literature,  letters  of  encouragement, 
gifts  of  flowers  and  plants;  Mrs.  Berta  was  never  too  busy  to  attend  to 
her  correspondence.  She  was  a  warm  and  generous  woman  and  she 
and  Mr.  John,  her  husband,  gave  freely  of  their  time  and  money. 

When  a  young  seventh  grader,  Scott  Yancey,  son  of  Leonard 
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and  Lucille  Yancey,  members  of  Rowan,  was  asked  to  write  a  short 
story  about  the  person  he  admired  the  most,  it  didn't  take  Scott  long 
to  think  of  someone,  Mrs.  Berta.  The  story  by  Scott  is  recorded  below. 

THE  PERSON  I  ADMIRE  MOST 

Let  me  tell  you  about  a  very  dear  friend  of  mine.  She  died  a 
few  months  ago  at  the  age  of  93. 

One  morning  about  35  years  ago,  Mrs.  Berta  Peterson  found 
that  her  husband  had  died  in  his  sleep. 

She  had  no  children  so  she  spent  the  rest  of  her  life  helping  her 
church  and  all  her  friends.  I  have  known  her  as  a  very  old  lady,  and 
she  has  known  me  ever  since  I  was  born. 

She  gave  my  brother  and  me  flowers  and  plants  and  she  wrote 
us  letters  and  did  many  other  wonderful  things  for  us. 

For  as  long  as  she  could  go  to  church.  I  helped  her  to  get  from 
one  place  to  another. 

I  wish  I  could  be  as  good  as  Aunt  Berta... 

By:  Scott  Yancey. 

A  young  man's  view  of  an  older  Christian's  life. 
Mrs.  Berta  would  influence  many  people  in  the  course  of  her 
life,  and  her  memory  and  her  Christian  faith  would  live  forever. 
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CHAPTER  TWO 


O  Lord,  be  gracious  unto  us,  we  have  waited  for  thee. 
-  Isaiah  (33:2) 


BAPTIST  BEGINNINGS 

The  early  Baptists  in  North  Carolina  came  primarily  from 
Virginia.  Since  there  were  close  ties  between  the  two  states  during  a 
period  of  nearly  a  hundred  years.  Also,  Virginia  was  not  that  far, 
making  it  easier  to  emigrate. 

The  first  Baptists  arriving  from  Europe  around  1631  made 
port  in  Massachusetts.  This  was  likely  because  New  England  pos- 
sessed deep  water  ports  to  accommodate  boats  and  ships  making  their 
way  from  Europe  to  an  accessible  harbor.  So  Baptists  passed  through 
other  sections  of  the  country  before  arriving  in  the  Carolinas. 

Except  in  Rhode  Island,  Baptists  did  not  find  an  atmosphere 
congenial  to  them.  They  were  harshly  persecuted,  mainly  because 
they  were  stubborn  and  set  in  their  faith.  They  preached  believer's 
baptism,  and  like  their  Baptist  forebears  in  England,  they  considered 
infant  baptism  an  abomination.  Moreover,  they  insisted  upon  exercis- 
ing their  freedom  by  worshipping  in  their  own  way  rather  than  in  the 
Congregational  churches,  which  were  supported  by  England.  They 
would  have  none  of  it.  And  they  insisted  upon  the  separation  of  church 
and  state. 

Nevertheless,  the  first  Baptist  churches  in  America  became 
firmly  established  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island  in  1639  by  Roger 
Williams,  and  the  First  Baptist  of  Newport  in  1648  by  the  fearless 
John  Clarke. 

The  profound  interest  which  Williams  had  in  religion  and 
spiritual  freedom  led  him  to  write  many  volumes,  and  the  principles 
which  he  supported  and  preached  had  a  genuine  influence  upon  the 
forming  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 
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John  Clark  was  the  founder  of  the  church  at  Rhode  Island, 
which  some  historians  say  deserves  first  place  in  American  Baptist 
history.  His  church,  it  was  said,  preserved  a  consistent,  faithful 
devotion  to  Baptist  principles  and  had  a  vigorous  organization  with 
stronger  evangelistic  zeal.  Also  this  church,  established  in  1644 
(originally)  had  fewer  disturbances  than  did  the  church  at  Providence, 
which  had  been  established  under  much  hardship  by  Roger  Williams. 
Perhaps,  Williams  had  paved  the  way.  John  Clark  was  described  as  a 
"Baptist  of  the  completist  and  purest  type,  and  the  most  important 
American  Baptist  of  the  century  in  which  he  lived."  Certainly  both 
men  left  large  "footprints." 

The  authorities  in  Massachusetts  were  members  by  and  large 
of  the  Congregational  Church  which  refused  to  tolerate  any  ideas  or 
practices  contrary  to  their  own.  So  the  story  of  Baptists  in  Boston, 
Salem,  Plymouth,  and  in  fact  Providence  and  Newport  is  largely  one 
of  severe  persecutions.  In  Plymouth  Colony,  the  people  were  largely 
Puritans  -  so  here  again  the  Baptists  were  definitely  in  the  minority. 
And  although  both  came  to  the  colonies  seeking  religious  freedom, 
their  different  ideas  kept  them  worlds  apart.  Neither  group  much 
tolerated  the  other. 

By  1644  the  Baptists  were  growing  so  rapidly  that  the  Boston 
authorities  felt  that  legislation  against  them  was  necessary.  Accord- 
ingly, a  law  was  passed  that  provided  for  the  banishment  of  these 
strange  "Baptists"  upon  any  conviction  of  (1)  "denying  the  ordinance 
of  magistracy  and  the  lawfulness  of  making  war,  (2)  openly  condemn- 
ing or  opposing  the  baptism  of  infants,  or  of  going  about  secretly  to 
seduce  others  to  do  likewise."  They  simply  believed,  and  feared,  that 
all  Baptists  were  radicals  and,  if  allowed  to  flourish  the  social  order 
which  they  wished  to  continue  would  disintegrate.  The  Puritans, 
smug  in  their  quest  for  their  own  religious  freedom,  knew  nothing  or 
very  little  about  the  Baptist  faith,  nor  did  they  care,  so  they  too  showed 
little  respect  for  the  freedom  of  Baptist  practices. 

According  to  the  historian  Backus;  a  Baptist  preacher,  whose 
name  was  William  Sojourner,  left  the  Norden-Marks  Church  in 
Virginia,  came  to  Halifax  County,  North  Carolina,  and  there  "gath- 
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ered  a  church"  in  1740  or  '42.  It  was  called  Kehukee. 

It  is  at  this  point  that  we  begin  to  see  the  threads  of  a  pattern 
of  our  own  beginnings  emerge  and  be  created. 

Kehukee  was  a  quaint  province,  named  from  the  creek  by 
which  it  stood  near  the  present  town  of  Scotland  Neck.  History  often 
contradicts  itself,  but  in  the  writings  of  George  Washington  Pascal, 
we  are  told  that  Sojourner  came  to  this  section  probably  in  1742  and 
organized  the  church  the  same  year.  Also  we  are  told  from  the  writings 
of  Pascal  and  Knight,  another  well  known  historian  of  the  Baptist 
belief,  that  just  previous  to  this  time  the  people  of  Burleigh  in  the 
county  of  Isle  of  Wight,  of  Virginia,  had  suffered  from  a  "wasting, 
pestilential  disease  which  carried  off  many  of  the  inhabitants." 
Among  the  victims  were  quite  a  few  members  of  the  General  Baptist 
Church,  which  had  been  established  twenty-five  years  before,  (about 
1717).  In  any  case  hoping  to  locate  a  healthier  region,  a  number  of  the 
survivors,  led  by  Elder  William  Sojourner,  moved  to  Kehukee  Creek 
in  North  Carolina.  Immediately;  upon  reaching  the  Kehukee  area  they 
began  to  build  a  meeting  house  and  to  set  up  worship  with  Sojourner 
as  their  pastor.  The  meeting  house  was  forty  by  twenty  feet,  and  in 
1742  had  a  membership  of  150  members. 

By  all  accounts,  Sojourner  was  a  man  of  much  wisdom  and 
influence  as  well  as  being  an  active  and  energetic  minister,  able  to 
attract  many  followers. 

We  do  know  that  during  his  rather  short  ministry  in  Kehukee, 
a  period  of  about  eight  years,  he  achieved  great  things. 

He  died  Feb.  18,  1749/50,  age  43  years  and  7  months.  This 
date  was  found  on  a  cedar  rail  put  up  over  his  grave  by  his  surviving 
friend,  a  great  evangelist,  Rev.  Josiah  Hart.  His  wife  was  Mary  West 
(alias  widow  Boykin)  by  whom  he  had  three  children;  Jacob,  Ann  and 
Tamar. 

Sojourner  left  his  mark  deeply  on  history  for  the  rather  short 
time  he  was  on  this  earth  during  the  work  of  our  Lord.  He  baptized 
several  men  who  afterwards  became  prominent  preachers,  among 
them  William  Walker,  Aug  9, 1746;  John  Moore,  a  wealthy  and  large 
landowner  who  had  been  in  Edgecombe  for  several  years  before  the 
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coming  of  Sojourner,  who  was  baptized  in  Sept.  1746;  Our  own 
Edward  Brown,  (minister  to  Great  Coharie)  and  Thomas  Pope,  in 
1749.  He  also  assisted  in  the  ordination  of  most  of  them. 

During  Reverend  Sojourner's  lifetime  the  Kehukee  church 
was  regarded  as  the  leading  church  of  all  west  of  the  Roanoke,  a 
church  that  shone  brightly  and  gave  birth  to  many  "daughter  churches" 
along  the  way. 

Sojourner  was  never  considered  an  evangelistic  minister, 
rather  he  was  referred  to  as  "settled."  However  in  his  lifetime,  as 
stated,  he  baptized  many  ministers  who  came  under  his  influence  and 
sent  them  forth  as  missionaries. 

Perhaps  this  was  the  most  successful  area  of  his  life,  for  which 
he  would  always  be  remembered. 

And  though  I  repeat  myself,  one  of  those  ministers  was 
Edward  Brown,  whom  he  sent  as  far  as  the  Great  Coharie  in  Sampson 
County  (Duplin).  This  was  a  perilous  journey  of  many  hard  and 
treacherous  miles.  And  if  history  is  correct,  Edward  Brown  arrived 
with  all  his  belongings  in  1749,  traveling  most  of  the  journey  in  a 
canoe  or  some  type  of  makeshift  boat.  Of  course  this  was  part  of  the 
limited  available  travel  of  that  day,  especially  through  the  swamps 
and  rivers  that  Brown  would  have  found  necessary  to  navigate.  It 
seems  a  miracle  that  he  managed  to  arrive  here  at  all. 
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CHAPTER  III 


THE  MAN  WHO  CARRIED  THE  TORCH 

Psalms  84:5  Blessed  the  man  whose  strength  is  in  thee;  in  whose  heart 

are  the  ways  of  them. 

12:  O  Lord  of  Hosts,  blessed  the  man  that  trusteth  in  thee. 

Edward  Brown  was  a  man  of  vision.  He  came  to  the  Great 
Cohara  as  a  General  Baptist  in  1749,  and  remained  there  as  a 
Particular  Baptist  after  1759,  and  as  a  minister  of  what  was  then 
known  as  Rowan,  until  his  death  in  1788.  In  time  Baptists  were 
Baptists  and  the  distinguishing  titles  were  dropped. 

Edward  Brown  evidently  was  satisfied  with  his  new  home, 
"Cohara"  a  Greek  spiritual  word  meaning  "love."  And  the  small 
humble  church  he  organized  in  1749  was  the  farthest  church  of  its 
kind,  south,  and  one  of  the  first  to  be  organized  in  the  area  between 
the  Neuse  River  and  the  South  Carolina  line  and  certainly  the  first 
Baptist  Church  between  Smithfield  and  Wilmington. 

Edward  was  a  man  of  enthusiasm.  He  was  a  man  of  many 
talents,  affable  in  his  speech  and  quite  an  orator.  History  tells  us 
Brown  was  generally  esteemed  and  revered  not  only  by  members  of 
his  churches,  but  by  all  men  of  character  with  whom  he  was  ac- 
quainted. 

We  do  know  that  he  was  born  in  Nansedome  County,  Virginia 
in  1700.  His  parents  and  grandparents  moved  to  Chowan  County  in 
1706.  He  had  a  brother,  William  Brown,  who  married  Charity  Holmes 
of  Sampson  County,  an  aunt  of  Governor  Gabriel  Holmes,  and 
another  brother  John,  whom  we  think  is  the  same  John  that  settled  in 
Duplin  County  in  1754.  He  also  had  brothers  Thomas,  Howell,  James 
and  one  sister  Sarah  Brown  McDaniel. 

Edward  was  from  a  notable  family.  His  grandmother,  Mary, 
wife  of  John,  (Jr.)  was  a  Boddie,  and  her  father  was  William  Boddie, 
a  man  of  considerable  means.  He  is  credited  with  transporting  from 
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Europe  to  America  1 34  persons.  For  this  he  was  given  quite  a  few  land 
grants.  On  July  12,  1665,  Mr.  William  Bodie  received  a  grant  of  land 
in  Isle  of  Wight  County,  Virginia  of  3350  acres  at  the  head  of  the 
Cypress  and  Western  Branches,  by  the  Beaver  Dam.  550  acres  of  this 
was  for  patent  dated  October  1661  and  2800  for  transferring  56 
persons  including  himself,  Mary  Boddie,  Ann  Boddie  and  John 
Brown  Jr.  and  Junior. 

Mr.  Bodie  on  20,  October  1661  received  his  first  land  in  the 
new  world  and  from  time  to  time  added  other  lands  by  grant  and 
purchase  totaling  6,700  acres  and  later  8,000  acres. 

He  was  married  three  times.  His  first  wife  whom  he  married 
in  Europe  was  Ann  (or  Anna),  by  whom  he  had  one  daughter,  Mary 
(Edward's  grandmother).  Ann  died  about  1682. 

William  Boddie  made  his  home  in  Isle  of  Wight  County  in 
Virginia,  on  the  James  River,  where  he  died  in  1717. 

Mr.  Boddie  loved  his  first  child  Mary  dearly,  and  at  his  death 
he  deeded  land  to  Mary  who  had  by  this  time  married  John  Brown 
(Browne)  Jr.  So  Mary  was  left  considerable  holdings.  Mary  and  John 
would  leave  Virginia  in  1706.  Their  children  by  that  time  numbered 
seven.  History  tells  us  Mary  and  John  were  married  in  1670. 

As  we  continue  along  with  the  life  of  Edward  Brown,  we  note 
that  after  the  Great  Cohera  Church  was  organized  in  1 749  as  a  General 
Baptist  Church,  there  would  be  in  years  to  come  certain  changes  in  the 
doctrine. 

The  doctrine  of  the  Paticular  Baptist  Church  was  waiting  in 
the  wings.  And  by  1759,  ten  years  after  his  arrival,  Rev.  Brown,  as 
were  many  of  the  General  Baptist  ministers  in  North  Carolina,  was 
persuaded  to  work  toward  the  Paticular  Baptist  beliefs. 

The  Paticular  Baptist  beliefs  were  stricter  in  their  doctrine, 
and  somewhat  severe  in  the  practice  of  discipline.  This  did  not  set  well 
with  all  the  congregation  (more  about  this  later).  So  in  this  dramatic 
transformation  he  was  able  to  keep  only  twelve  of  the  considerable 
number  he  had  originally  baptized. 

Not  to  be  swayed  from  his  purpose,  Edward  Brown  worked 
even  harder  to  keep  his  church  family  together,  and  in  a  short  time  he 
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applied  for,  and  was  accepted  in  the  Charleston  Association. 

Morgan  Edwards,  a  writer  to  whom  I  am  eternally  grateful  for 
his  careful  accounts  of  those  early  years,  tells  us  that  Edward  was 
indeed  a  man  of  great  determination,  even  while  he  worked  as  an 
assistant  to  Sojourner  at  Kehukee,  1 742-9.  So  whether  or  not  we  agree 
with  his  views,  we  must  admire  his  tenacity.  When  he  was  convinced 
it  was  in  the  best  interest  of  the  church  to  reorganize,  no  doubt  it  was 
a  challenge  he  fervently  believed  in  and  lived  up  to  it  admirably. 

Edward  Brown  (continuing  his  story)  married  a  young  woman 
named  Prudence.  They  parented  the  following  children:  Edward  Jr. 
(of  whom  we  know  little)  2.  Arthur  who  married  Lucy  Butler  on  June 
12,  1780;  3.  Sherod,  who  married  Feebee  Wiggins;  4.  Susannah; 
Jemima,  who  married  Hardy  Stevens  and  6.  Mourning,  who  married 
Joshua  Sikes. 

It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  according  to  Revolutionary 
War  Records  of  Duplin  and  Sampson  Counties,  written  by  Oscar  and 
Virginia  Bizzell,  Edward  Brown  served  as  a  Private  in  the  NC  Militia 
about  the  same  time  his  son,  Arthur  did.  Edward  was  certainly  not  a 
young  man  at  this  time  in  his  life,  but  it  is  to  be  thought  that  he  served 
in  the  capacity  of  Chaplain  for  a  short  time  and  probably  served  at  the 
'Bridge  over  Wilmington.'  Records  indicate  he  received  a  voucher 
for  a  principal  due  him  of  26/10/0  pounds.  Just  another  indication  of 
how  this  man  of  unusual  integrity  never  shirked  his  duty,  even  at  the 
sunset  of  his  life  . 

Reverend  Brown  also  became  a  landowner  of  some  means. 
We  know  he  had  at  least  a  900  acre  plantation  partly  purchased  from 
John  Sampson.  And  we  know  that  somehow,  under  harsh  conditions, 
he  had  organized  in  1749  the  church  of  Great  Cohera,  by  1750  he  had 
founded  the  Black  River  Baptist  Church,  and  in  1778  Brown  founded 
Brown's  Baptist  Church. 

So  we  know  he  was  apparently  a  shrewd  businessman  as  well 
as  a  devout  minister.  His  health  was  considered  to  be  very  good.  Quite 
a  blessing  in  those  days  of  limited  medical  expertise.  He  never  shirked 
his  duties  in  the  church  or  community,  and  was,  in  fact,  dedicated  to 
both.  He  looked  well  to  the  'ways  of  the  sick'  held  constant  meetings 
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at  all  three  churches  was  quite  busy  attending  meetings,  both  civic  and 
spiritual,  and  in  general  made  himself  available  night  and  day  to  his 
flock. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Brown  did  not  change  his  Baptist 
views  from  General  to  Paticular  until  after  the  death  of  his  mentor  and 
friend,  Rev.  Sojourner  in  Kehukee. 

So  we  can  conclude  that  Edward  Brown  was  originally  a 
Calvanist  and  was  born  in  Nansemond  County  Virginia,  just  before 
his  parents,  Thomas  and  Christian  Maule  Brown,  and  his  grandpar- 
ents, John  and  Mary  Boddie  Brown  moved  to  Chowan  County  in 
1706. 

It  was  from  here  that  he  went  to  the  colony  of  North  Carolina. 
Carolina  was  an  obscure  colony  named  for  King  Charles  in  1629.  It 
would  be  1729  before  the  colony  of  Carolina  would  be  divided  into 
North  and  South.  So  we  know,  as  previously  stated  from  wills,  grants, 
etc.,  that  Edward  was  in  North  Carolina  developing  his  interests  by 
1739  or  earlier. 
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ARTHUR  BROWN  ANCESTRAL  CHART 


Arthur  Brown  was  born  about  1 755.  In  Duplin  County, 
North  Carolina,  on  June  12,  1780,  he  was  married  to  Lucy 
Butler.  Bondsman  was  Edward  Toole.  Arthur  died  about  1830. 
His  will  was  probated  November  30, 1830.  This  will  was  made 
July  20,  1826  and  was  recorded  in  Duplin  County,  NC.  Lucy 
died  on  February  22,  1844,  leaving  seven  surviving  children. 

Three  other  children  predeceased  their  mother;  Ed- 
ward, February  5, 1783,  married  to  Ann  Holmes;  Robert,  born 
June  29, 1 785,  Married  to  Sabra  Royal,  and  John  born  June  25, 
1790  who  married  Fanny  Oates. 

Other  children  included  Caleb,  born  1 788  who  married 
Jane  Odom;  Arthur  Brown  Jr.  born  July  17,1 797  who  married 
Margaret  Ann  Fennell;  Nancy  Ann,  born  February  16,  1781, 
who  married  Jacob  Newman;  Mary,  born  December  1 792,  who 
married  Benjamin  Bowden;  Dicey  born  March  27,  1795,  who 
married  Reddin  Odom  and  they  moved  to  Georgia;  Sarah,  born 
December  29, 1 799  who  married  Harry  Brewer  and  Margaret 
born  July  20,  1802,  who  married  Ruben  Reynolds. 

Arthur  Sr.  was  a  Private  in  the  Calvary  and  Infantry, 
with  the  Duplin  County  Militia  10th  Continental  Line  in  the 
Revolutionary  War. 

Arthur  Sr.  was  the  son  of  Edward  Brown,  the  founder  of 
the  Great  Cohera  Baptist  Church  in  1 749. 
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CHAPTER  IV 


The  bread  of  adversity,  and  the  waters  of  affliction.  -  Isaiah  30:20 


THE  FORMATIVE  YEARS 

Some  of  the  members  of  the  first  Baptist  Churches  in  the  south 
were  certainly  products  of  the  General  Baptists  that  originated 
elsewhere,  a  little  lax  in  their  doctrine,  and  not  without  certain 
flavorings  of  the  Church  of  England. 

This  General  Baptist  doctrine,  lax  though  it  might  have 
sounded,  offered  freely  to  all  people  the  grace  of  God  as  promised  to 
them  through  Christ  in  the  Gospels. 

So  this  was  the  doctrine  that  Edward  Brown  under  the 
tutorship  of  William  Sojourner  learned  to  accept,  preached  and 
brought  into  the  Rowan  area.  Like  many  other  General  Baptists,  as 
stated  earlier,  this  creed  would  change  a  few  years  down  the  road. 

In  understanding  why  the  (some)  Baptists  of  Cohera  changed 
their  doctrine  to  that  of  the  Paticular  Baptist  Church  in  1 759,  one  need 
look  no  further  than  probably  the  Association  to  which  they  belonged. 
The  religious  world  was  really  no  larger  than  the  Individual  Associa- 
tion that  a  church  just  happened  to  be  a  member  of.  Or  even  the 
influence  of  the  community  in  which  they  exchanged  ideas.  The 
isolation  of  the  churches  in  the  early  days  and  the  lack  of  communi- 
cation tended  to  limit  their  understanding  of  the  claims  of  other 
people,  except  maybe  those  with  similar  interests  and  mainly  that 
lived  close  within  their  own  religious  sections. 

So  Brown  did  embrace  the  Paticular  views.  History  tells  us 
that  a  Rev.  Robert  Williams  of  Welsh  Neck,  South  Carolina,  well 
trained  himself  in  the  Calvanistic  doctrine,  returned  about  1750  to  his 
native  county  of  Northhampton.  Once  there  he  played  a  key  role  in  his 
influence  toward  Paticular  learnings. 

Anyway,  it  was  there  that  he  began  in  earnest  to  preach  his 
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once  quiet  Calvanistic  views.  He  was  described  as  being  "a  man  of 
excellent  persuasion.  He  developed  quite  a  following  among  certain 
members  of  the  Baptist  community,  especially,  he  had  established 
himself  at  the  Kehukee  church.  Sojourner  was  at  this  time  no  longer 
alive  and  the  General  Baptist  Church  had  been  floundering  without 
his  leadership. 

One  of  those  who  came  under  his  influence  was  our  own  Rev. 
Edward  Brown,  who  was  still  at  Great  Cohera,  which  was  not  that  far 
from  the  Welsh  Neck  district.  It  is  said  Brown  visited  Kehukee,  which 
was  his  old  stomping  ground,  and  added  his  new  convictions  to  those 
of  Williams  and  others,  eventually  winning  over  the  pastor  there,  Rev. 
Thomas  Pope. 

This  change  in  events  caused  quite  a  bit  of  misunderstanding 
and  a  certain  amount  of  confusion  among  some  of  the  members  of 
Great  Cohera,  with  the  resulting  loss  of  many. 

Even  so,  soon  new  members  replaced  those  who  departed. 
Among  them  were  Fleet  Cooper  and  his  family.  A  prominent  and 
noteworthy  family  who  had  at  least  two  sons  who  became  ministers 
in  their  own  right.  Fleet  Jr.  was  the  first  member  of  Rowan  to  ever 
become  ordained  to  preach  and  was  given  pastoral  care  of  the  church 
in  1785,  two  years  after  the  death  of  Edward  Brown.  He  became 
pastor  again  for  a  brief  time  in  1 80 1 .  His  brother,  William  ministered 
to  Rowan  from  1786-1790. 

After  the  loss  of  members  in  1759,  the  membership  again 
grew  strong,  only  to  be  reduced  by  emigration  of  its  members  in  the 
early  1770s,  leaving  a  tiny  remnant  of  around  eight.  This  was 
immediately  after  the  War  of  the  Regulation,  which  had  such  far- 
reaching  effects  it  may  have  played  a  part  in  the  emigration  of  many 
North  Carolinians  to  safer  havens. 
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CHAPTER  V 


/  will  proceed  to  do  a  marvellous  work  among  this  people,  even  a 
marvelous  work  and  a  wonder.  -  Isaiah  (19:14) 


WHY  DID  WE  CHANGE 

In  trying  to  explain  this  transformation  from  General  Baptists 
to  Paticular  Baptists  there  are  a  few  points  history  tells  us  to  consider 
with  an  open  mind. 

In  the  first  place,  according  to  the  claims  of  the  Paticular 
Baptists,  it  meant  that  instead  of  simply  a  converted  and  baptized 
membership,  the  churches  should  be  composed  of  a  regenerated  and 
baptized  membership.  The  emphasis  being  on  regeneration  rather 
than  baptism. 

Also,  it  meant  instead  of  a  loosely  organized  church,  that 
exercised  no  more  discipline  over  its  members  than  the  Church  of 
England  at  the  time,  it  was  thought  that  there  was  a  need  for  a  closely 
organized  governing  body  which  took  strict  account  of  the  conduct 
and  life  of  its  members  and  a  church  which  celebrated  the  communion 
of  the  Lord's  Supper  regularly,  a  practice  the  General  Baptist  were 
considered  lax  in. 

However,  this  Calvinistic  doctrine  was  indeed  of  the  most 
rigid  kind,  and  began  to  occupy  a  much  larger  place  in  the  religious 
life  of  many  churches  a  little  more  than  had  been  intended.  The 
concept  seemed  fine,  but  when  put  to  daily  use  became  almost  Puritan 
in  nature. 

For  instance,  not  everyone  was  admitted  to  the  church  that 
requested  it.  We  became  more  like  a  privileged  club  to  which  only  a 
few  were  deemed  worthy  to  attend.  The  policy  seemed  to  be  "only  the 
redeemed  of  the  Lord  were  to  be  admitted."  And  the  decision  upon 
who  was  redeemed  and  who  was  not  rested  on  the  shoulders  of  a  few. 

Edward  Brown  was  probably  not  too  hesitant  to  initiate  this 
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change  at  Great  Cohera,  because  if  we  remember  he  was  raised  a 
Calvanist  and  his  beliefs  were  rooted  in  their  doctrine. 

The  doctrine  was  composed  of  a  large  part  of  the  doctrine  we 
use  today  in  our  own  church.  But  our  beliefs  are  based  strictly  on  the 
Bible,  not  on  the  whims  of  a  chosen  few.  Also  the  Paticular  Baptist 
practiced  much  secrecy  in  their  religious  affairs,  which  seemed  to 
many,  even  in  1759,  contrary  to  the  teachings  of  Christ.  So  the  church 
was  divided,  for  many  members  would  not  accept  the  teachings  of  the 
Paticular  Baptist  Church. 

After  the  Revolutionary  War,  the  name  Separate  and  Paticular 
Baptists  were  determined  to  be  of  little  difference.  And  by  then  there 
had  been  a  withdrawal  from  the  Paticular  movement  to  the  Separates. 
Eventually,  it  was  in  fact  decided  that  the  faith  and  order  were  really 
both  the  same,  except  for  some  trivial  matters  not  sufficient  to  even 
support  a  distinction.  So  by  and  by  Baptists  lost  their  distinguishing 
words  and  were  simply  known  as  Baptists,  or  "United  Baptists." 
Southern  Baptists  largely  came  from  this  union,  dropping  the  word 
"United"  in  their  name.  The  rise  and  fall  of  the  General  Baptists  were 
actually  no  more  after  1794,  unless  we  regard  the  Freewill  Baptists  as 
General  Baptists  under  a  different  name,  as  some  historians  do. 

Numbered  among  these  early  Paticular  Baptist  ministers  were 
a  few  especially  strong  speakers.  It  is  said  a  favorite  phrase  of  a  Rev. 
Whitefield,  a  devout  Paticular,  had  the  distinction  of  having  it  said  of 
his  sermons  that  he  could  "make  hell  so  vivid  that  one  could  locate  it 
on  an  atlas!" 

So  we  do  know  that  Southern  Baptists  share  four  beliefs  with 
all  the  others  who  have  been  influenced  by  the  great  movement  of 
revivalism  which  began  in  England  and  the  American  colonies  in  the 
eighteenth  century.  First;  they  believe  that  every  individual  must  be 
converted  to  faith  in  Christ,  nothing  is  a  substitute  for  a  personal 
experience  of  conversion.  Second,  all  converts  can  and  should  have 
a  deep  personal  assurance  that  they  are  saved.  And  third,  evangelism 
is  the  most  important  work  of  the  church.  Finally,  as  we  in  the  Baptist 
faith  have  always  been  taught,  God  calls  each  church  to  be  a 
missionary  people  and  to  evangelize  the  world. 
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As  the  old  hymn  tells  us: 

We've  a  story  to  tell  to  the  nations, 

That  shall  turn  their  hearts  to  the  right. 

We  know  the  words  by  heart.  They  have  been  etched  into  our 
souls  from  our  childhood.  And  so  we  sing,  united,  knowing,  and 
feeling  the  heartbeat  of  our  Baptist  roots. 

We  know  that  our  Baptist  churches  have  a  voice  that  is  the 
second  largest  in  the  country.  In  1990;  there  were  approximately  250 
million  people  living  in  the  United  States  and  fifty-five  million 
belonged  to  the  Catholic  church.  The  next  largest  slice  of  the 
population  were  the  Southern  Baptist  with  over  sixteen  million. 

The  sixteen  million  Southern  Baptist  are  members  of  approxi- 
mately 38,000  churches.  And  while  the  center  or  the  heart  of  Southern 
Baptists  is  still  the  old  South,  churches  affiliated  with  the  Baptists  are 
to  be  found  in  all  fifty  states  and  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  38,000  churches  also  are  organized  into  forty  state 
conventions  and  many  of  these  own  and  operate  institutions  of  their 
own.  For  instance,  the  various  state  conventions  own  forty-five 
colleges  and  universities,  including  Wake  Forest,  here  in  our  home 
state  of  North  Carolina. 

I  think  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  Southern  Baptists  operate 
the  largest  religious  publishing  house  in  the  world,  the  Sunday  School 
Board,  located  in  Nashville.  The  Sunday  School  Board,  in  turn,  owns 
and  operates  55  bookstores,  the  largest  chain  of  religious  bookstores 
in  the  nation. 

Southern  Baptists  have  two  mission  boards,  one  for  mission- 
aries abroad  and  one  for  missionaries  in  the  United  States,  with  a  total 
of  approximately  8,000  missionaries  under  appointment.  The  Con- 
vention actually  owns  six  seminaries  including  three  of  the  four 
largest-accredited  seminaries  in  the  world.  Breathtaking  isn't  it? 
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CHAPTER  VI 


/  will  give  them  an  everlasting  name,  that  shall  not  be  cut  off. 
-  Isaiah  56:5 


TRACING  OUR  FOOTSTEPS 

Rowan  Baptist  Church  is  alive  with  history.  Since  its  estab- 
lishment in  1749,  it  has  seen  the  birth  of  a  nation,  the  birth  of  a  state, 
the  beginning  and  end  of  slavery,  and  it  has  managed  to  march  through 
major  wars.  It  survived  harsh  restrictions  placed  on  churches  during 
the  Colonial  period,  suffered  especially  from  Governor  Tryon's 
strictly  enforced  law  that  forbade  any  minister  other  than  one  of  the 
Church  of  England  to  perform  marriage  ceremonies.  Baptist  churches 
were  considered  by  Tryon  to  be  a  "thorn  in  his  side,  and  not  to  be 
tolerated  lightly." 

So  in  the  midst  of  all  this  confusion  and  unrest  in  1749, 
Edward  Brown  truly  was  'God  sent.'  He  was  a  strong  and  determined 
man  by  all  accounts.  Well  schooled  in  religious  teachings,  and  a 
natural  leader.  All  the  things  this  underdeveloped  area  of  New 
Hanover  (Duplin- Sampson)  had  been  praying  for. 

What  little  we  know  of  his  personal  appearance  leads  us  to 
believe  he  was  of  medium  height  and  build,  even  tempered,  and 
apparently  quite  robust. 

When  Edward  Brown  arrived  at  this  strange,  swamp  infested 
place  he  had  been  sent  to  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  William 
Sojourner,  he  arrived  alone,  so  far  as  we  know.  He  must  have  felt  God 
had  directed  him  to  a  foreign  country  as  he  maneuvered  his  canoe 
through  the  murky  waters  of  this  strange  place.  But  he  did  arrive, 
sometime  in  the  late  summer  or  early  fall  of  1749. 

By  sometime  in  1749,  October,  we  believe,  he  had,  with  the 
help  of  local  people  built  a  log  cabin  church  on  land  given  to  him  by 
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John  Sampson,  within  1  Vi  miles  of  the  present  church.  The  church  was 
named  the  Great  Cohary,  (there  are  many  different  spellings  for 
Cohara).  I  doubt  Edward  realized  he  was  making  his  mark  in  history 
with  the  organization  of  Coharie,  but  in  fact  he  was.  Great  Cohara 
would  be  one  of  the  first  to  be  organized  in  the  area  between  the  Neuse 
River  and  the  South  Carolina  line  and  certainly  the  first  Baptist  church 
between  Smithfield  and  Wilmington. 

For  25  years  immigrants  had  been  migrating  into  the  area  of 
New  Hanover,  Bladen  and  Pender,  Sampson  and  Duplin  counties.  It 
may  certainly  be  supposed  that  these  people  were  practically  without 
religious  ministrations.  So  along  with  the  Presbyterian  churches  that 
gradually  came  into  existence  among  the  Scottish  settlers,  this  Baptist 
faith  began  to  draw  many  into  its  folds. 

Great  Cohera  was  as  mentioned  in  earlier  chapters,  originally 
Great  Cohera  General  Baptist  Church,  but  in  the  year  1759,  when  a 
second  and  larger  log  church  was  constructed,  Edward  Brown,  was 
instrumental  in  changing  the  denomination  to  Paticular  Baptist  Church, 
stricter  in  doctrine  and  harsher  in  discipline  of  its  congregation.  So 
much  so,  that  many  left  the  fold,  and  reorganization  was  difficult.  But 
the  church  did  reorganize.  In  1759,  minutes  reveal  the  name  was 
changed  to  Rowan,  probably  as  one  historian  notes,  because  of  the 
new  location  along  the  headwaters  of  Rowan  Branch,  a  tributary  of 
Six  Runs.  For  34  years  Brown  would  adjust  to  the  changing  times  in 
his  efforts  to  preserve  a  Baptist  Church  in  this  remote  area.  And  the 
church  would  once  again  grow  strong.  And  the  congregation  would 
count  among  its  members  such  notable  men  as  Fleet  Cooper  Sr.,  and 
his  sons. 

Rowan  is  two  miles  south  of  Clinton.  The  Coopers,  a  renown 
family,  lived  six  miles  west  of  that  town  -  only  then  there  was  no 
Clinton.  One  writer,  a  Mr.  O.J.  Peterson,  declares  in  his  column  from 
the  States  Voice  in  1936,  that,  "Sixty  years  later  the  same  poverty  of 
religious  ministrations  still  prevailed.  I  have  heard  my  father  tell  of  his 
father' s  family  walking  to  Rowan  one  Sunday,  which  happened  to  fall 
upon  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  how  the  floods  came  and  the  family  had 
to  wade  home  the  four  miles  in  deep  water.  So  deep  that  at  times  it  was 
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very  difficult  to  navigate.  This  was  about  1 834,  for  my  father  was  born 
in  1822  and  I  seem  to  recall  that  he  said  he  was  twelve  when  he  waded 
home  from  Rowan.  At  that  time  Rev.  Fleet  Cooper  had  been  dead  only 
six  years." 

When  Fleet  Cooper  died  in  1 828,  another  trouble  was  close  at 
hand.  His  death  occurred  on  the  eve  of  the  division  of  the  denomina- 
tion into  Missionary  and  Primitive  (or  Hardshell).  Rowan  split  wide 
open.  Two  churches  were  organized  and  worshipped  in  the  building. 
The  Hardshell  group  did  not  survive  for  very  long. 

The  virgin  area  in  which  the  Great  Coharie  was  first  estab- 
lished had  been  so  encroached  upon  by  the  organization  of  other 
churches  that  during  the  latter  half  of  the  last  century  it  merely 
survived.  With  the  coming  of  the  new  century,  the  increase  of 
population,  and  a  new  prosperity,  the  church  once  again  became 
robust  and  vigorous. 

The  18th  century  pastors  were:  Edward  Brown  1749-1783; 
Fleet  Cooper  1785-1786;  William  Cooper,  1786-1790;  and  Joshua 
Sikes,  1790-1808. 

In  1789  William  Cooper,  brother  of  Fleet  Jr.,  son  of  Fleet  Sr. 
was  the  minister.  During  this  period  we  were  admitted  into  the  United 
Baptist  Association,  which  was  formerly  called  the  Kehuky  Associa- 
tion. Our  records  show  it  was  held  at  Whitefield's  Meeting  House  in 
Pitt  County,  North  Carolina. 

In  those  days  of  early  travel  one  arrived  at  church  on  horse- 
back, wagon  or  by  carriage.  Members  alighted  on  a  "mounting  stone." 

As  one  pours  carefully  over  the  history  of  Rowan,  we  realize 
these  were  undoubtedly  difficult  times.  But  in  spite  of  problems  the 
various  wars  must  have  created,  and  in  spite  of  the  poverty  and 
ignorance,  the  congregation  eventually  flourished. 

Clinton  was  a  growing  community,  and  her  churches  reflected 
this.  Slowly,  tobacco  farming,  cotton,  blueberries,  which  had  not 
been  the  backbone  of  the  farming  industry,  were  creating  a  prosperity 
not  common  in  other  areas  of  the  south.  Sawmills  and  turpentine 
operations  also  created  some  financial  independence. 

The  new  county  of  Sampson  was  formed  in  1784.  At  the  price 
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of  a  few  cents  per  acre  in  today's  money,  five  acres  were  purchased 
from  Richard  Clinton  and  the  title  turned  over  to  the  county  court  on 
Sept.  20, 1 784.  The  plot  lay  near  Richard  Clinton' s  home  which  stood 
then,  near  where  today's  First  Methodist  Church  stands.  History  tells 
us  that  the  commissioners  proceeded  in  the  fall  of  1784  to  erect  a 
simple,  small  courthouse. 

So  we  had  a  courthouse  and  on  May  8, 1 794,  Congress  passed 
the  first  law  for  the  proper  management  of  the  postal  service.  Richard 
Clinton  was  the  first  postmaster. 

At  the  time  of  the  creation  of  Sampson  County,  the  only 
trading  center  in  the  whole  territory  worthy  of  name  was  actually 
Lisburn.  Lisburn  was  located  on  Coharie  River  where  the  present 
Lisbon  bridge  on  SR  1 1 34  crosses  that  stream,  and  only  a  few  hundred 
yards  above  the  confluence  of  Coharie  and  Six  Runs,  which  forms 
Black  River.  Her  prosperity  no  doubt  reflected  greatly  on  every  area 
of  the  county. 

From  the  time  of  Daniel  Boone,  to  the  computerized  genera- 
tion of  today,  Rowan  has  played  an  important  part  in  the  growth  of 
Sampson  county.  Many  of  her  members  assisted  in  the  development 
of  the  county  and  the  state. 
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CHAPTER  VII 


FLEET  COOPER  AND  HIS  DESCENDANTS 

Most  people  would  be  surprised  to  know  how  large  a  percent- 
age of  the  people  of  the  Carolinas  derive  their  descent  from  pilgrims 
from  the  more  northern  colonies  or  states.  Young  Benjamin  Cooper 
in  1720  had  married  Elizabeth  Kelly,  thus  assuring  a  dose  of  Irish 
blood  for  Fleet  who  was  born  two  years  later.  When  the  latter  was  four 
years  old,  Benjamin  and  his  family  left  Philadelphia  and  began  the 
southward  trek  that  would  end  for  the  youngster  on  the  sandy  hills  of 
Big  Coharie,  six  miles  west  of  Clinton.  The  first  location  of  the  family 
after  leaving  Philadelphia  was  in  Isle  of  Wight  county,  one  of  the 
tidewater  counties  of  Virginia,  (mentioned  in  previous  chapters). 
Later  Benjamin  Cooper  moved  to  Loudon  County,  Virginia.  There 
young  Fleet  married  Margaret  Coore.  His  brother  Thomas  abides  in 
Virginia.  The  father  (Benjamin)  moved  over  to  Kentucky.  Fleet, 
finally  treks  over  into  North  Carolina. 

A  former  historian  of  the  family  states  that  Fleet  Cooper  Jr. 
was  born  in  Dobbs  County.  Another  historian  states  that  he  was  born 
in  Sampson  County,  "just  across  the  line  of  Johnson."  To  reconcile 
these  two  statements,  we  have  only  to  turn  the  phrase  around  and  say 
that  he  was  born  in  Johnson  County,  just  across  the  Sampson  line. 
Final  county  locations  still  lacked  an  exact  location  in  those  days,  and 
birth  records  were  few,  so  much  of  the  history  of  any  early  family  is 
based  on  some  supposition. 

Johnson  County  formerly  included  Wayne,  Lenoir  and  Greene. 
In  1758  Dobbs  County  was  formed,  including  Wayne,  Lenoir  and 
Greene.  But  Fleet  Cooper  was  born  in  1750,  eight  years  before  Dobbs 
County  was  organized.  This  was  also  the  year  that  the  "Great  Coharie" 
became  known  as  Rowan.  He  was  therefore,  born  in  Johnson  in  the 
territory  which  became  Dobbs.  If  born  near  the  Duplin  (later  the 
Sampson- 1784)  line  and  in  what  was  then  Johnson  and  later  Dobbs, 
the  first  North  Carolina  homestead  of  Fleet  Cooper,  Sr.  and  the 
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birthplace  of  Fleet  Jr.  would  be  fixed  as  Grantham  Township,  Wayne 
County.  And  that  is  no  mean  distinction  for  Grantham  Township  since 
Fleet  Cooper,  Jr.  was  almost  assuredly  the  first  native  son  of  the 
general  area  between  the  Neuse  River  and  the  South  Carolina  line  to 
become  a  minister,  and  certainly  a  Baptist  minister. 

But  Fleet  Sr.' s  odyssey  is  not  yet  ended.  In  a  few  years  he  does 
move  over  into  Sampson  County,  then  Duplin ,  and  settles  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Big  Coharie,  six  or  seven  miles  from  the  site  of  Clinton, 
near  the  present  Clinton-Roseboro  highway. 

The  only  mention  of  Fleet  Cooper,  Sr.  in  the  Colonial  Records 
is  to  the  effect  that  he  was  exempted  in  1 766  along  with  James  Farrior 
and  John  Quinn  from  paying  public  taxes.  This  was  done  by  the 
Colonial  Council  sitting  at  New  Berg  at  the  insistence  of  Councillor 
Kenan  of  Duplin.  Farrior  was  a  Duplin  man,  and  presumably  Quinn 
and  Cooper  also  were.  That  would  mean  that  Cooper  had  moved  to  the 
Coharie  site.  If  not,  he  is  preparing  to  move,  for  in  1767,  just  one  year 
after  his  exemption  from  taxation,  we  find  him  securing  a  grant  of  640 
acres  of  land  on  the  Coharie  site. 

Just  why  those  three  men  should  have  been  exempted  from 
paying  taxes  is  a  question  we  cannot  answer.  Records  further  indicate, 
Fleet  Cooper  did  indeed  prosper  and  received  additional  grants  which 
increased  his  acreage  to  1 126. 

It  is  evident  that  Fleet  Cooper,  Sr.  was  immediately  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Duplin  county.  Account  for  the 
tax  exemptions  are  not  known,  but  it  indicates  a  strong  influence  at 
work.  The  land  grants  were  also  very  liberal. 

Ten  years  later  we  find  him  listed  with  a  score  of  other  leading 
Duplin  citizens  (we  were  still  Duplin)  as  signers  of  an  ironclad  "oath 
of  allegiance"  and  a  pledge  to  strive  to  put  down  in  every  way  possible 
any  treason  of  which  they  might  have  knowledge.  That  was  1 777.  The 
paper  was  formally  received  by  the  General  Assembly  sitting  at  New 
Bern.  Although  history  tells  us  this  was  a  voluntary  act,  it  must  have 
been  a  bitter  pill  to  swallow  for  these  25  earnest  men. 

Among  the  signers  of  the  "Oath  of  Fealty"  were  Richard 
Herring,  John  Wright,  Richard  Clinton  and  Thomas  Kenan  for  whom 
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Kenansville  was  named  after  the  division  of  Duplin  and  Sampson  in 
1784.  Fleet  Cooper  Sr.  was  also  much  involved  with  the  General 
Assembly. 

So  not  only  was  Fleet  Cooper,  Sr.  an  ardent  patriot  who  played 
a  significant  role  in  the  early  formation  of  our  county,  but  he  was  also 
a  dedicated  Christian,  as  was  his  whole  family. 

His  three  oldest  sons  enlisted  in  the  Patriot  armies.  They  were: 
John,  Fleet  Jr.,  and  William.  According  to  the  Cooper  history, 
William  fought  two  and  a  half  years  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and 
then  became  a  Baptist  minister.  His  brother,  Fleet  Jr.  had  already,  by 
this  time  entered  the  ministry.  In  1785  Fleet  Jr.  was  the  pastor  at  Great 
Cohera  Church.  William  was  the  pastor  of  Bulltail  Swamp  Church  in 
1780.  Fleet  Jr.  was  in  fact,  ordained  at  Rowan.  William  served  Rowan 
as  a  pastor  from  1786-1790. 

After  the  loss  of  members  in  1759,  the  membership  again 
grew  strong,  only  to  be  reduced  as  previously  stated,  by  emigration  of 
its  members  in  the  early  1770s  to  a  tiny  remnant  of  eight. 

This  loss  occurred  immediately  after  the  War  of  Regulation. 
The  battle  at  Alamance  had  brought  about  a  furious  decree  from 
Governor  Tryon.  He  lost  no  time  in  breaking  up  the  Sandy  Creek 
Baptist  Church,  whom  he  felt  were  the  guiltiest  parties  in  this 
uprising.  Paschal,  a  historian,  tells  in  his  "History  of  North  Carolina 
Baptists"  that  Rowan  too  received  a  similar  decree  of  exile  from  the 
feared,  ruthless,  Governor  Tryon.  So  it  is  thought  that  for  some  this 
fear  became  overwhelming,  and  many  were  no  longer  willing  to 
remain  under  the  tyrannous  rule  of  the  autocrat  and  his  merciless 
henchmen.  They  felt  little  safety  in  North  Carolina,  and  many  simply 
packed  up  their  families  and  meager  belongings  and  left  for  what  they 
hoped  would  be  greener  pastures. 

Probably  though,  part  of  the  members  left  voluntarily.  After 
all  it  had  been  forty  years  since  the  first  settlers  came  and  within  that 
period  the  sandy  lands,  under  their  crude  methods  of  farming,  had 
worn  out.  Also  there  were  being  circulated  fabulous  stories  of  free 
western  and  southern  lands  which  no  doubt  persuaded  some  members 
to  seek  their  fortunes  elsewhere.  This  is  after  all  part  of  the  American 
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spirit.  This  yearning,  restlessness. 

Down  the  road,  maybe  there  was  the  promise  of  something 
better,  the  hope  of  finding  wealth,  more  freedom.  In  any  case  people 
began  to  migrate.  Later  those  "worn  out"  lands  would  easily  produce 
a  bale  of  cotton  or  more,  to  the  acre  and  as  high  as  75  bushels  of  corn. 
And  eventually  the  production  of  tobacco,  truck  crops,  berries, 
turpentine  and  so  forth  would  make  the  Sampson  community  one  of 
the  busiest  and  most  prosperous  in  the  state. 

So  it  was  as  pastor  of  this  little  church,  which  had  shrunk  to 
only  a  handful  of  faithful  members  that  Fleet  Cooper  did  an  important 
part  of  his  life's  work,  1785-86.  The  church  began  to  grow  again. 

For  22  years  his  brother  William  preached  at  Bulltail  Swamp 
Church,  then  in  the  upper  part  of  New  Hanover  county,  now  in  the 
most  southern  township  of  Sampson.  This  church  is  now  Well's 
Chapel  and  Rowan  certainly  considers  it  as  one  of  its  sister  churches. 

While  the  Cooper  name  and  descent  have  spread  far  and  the 
Cooper  blood  permeates  a  large  part  of  the  population  of  Sampson 
County,  there  are  comparatively  few  by  the  name  of  Cooper  residing 
in  the  county  at  the  present  time.  The  Cooper  association  is  composed 
largely  of  people  of  other  names.  And  that  is  not  surprising.  The 
daughters  of  the  elder  Fleet  and  his  four  sons  married  Howards, 
Powells,  Culbreaths,  Blackburns,  Petersons,  Butlers,  Popes,  Bardens, 
Holmes,  Bennetts,  etc.  Their  daughters,  numerous  too,  married  into 
other  families.  And  the  process  continues. 

Probably  the  best  known  member  of  the  descendants  of  Fleet 
Cooper  in  North  Carolina  was  Dr.  George  M.  Cooper  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health.  Graham  Barden  was  a  Congressman  from  the  (once) 
3rd  district,  NC.  He  too  was  noted  as  being  a  descendant  of  Fleet 
Cooper,  Sr.,  since  one  of  his  daughters  married  a  Barden,  and  there 
has  been  only  one  Barden  family  in  Sampson  County  known  to  be 
related.  What  is  known  is  that  the  surviving  members  of  this  rich 
colonial  family  had  more  than  one  claim  to  fame. 

Many  years  ago  a  Dr.  Newsome  published  in  the  State 
Quarterly  Historical  Review  a  very  interesting  article  about  one  of  the 
early  skirmishes  which  took  place  at  Myhand's  Bridge  (at  Clinton). 
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In  the  article  he  states  that  the  whole  community  under  the  leadership 
of  Fleet  Cooper,  a  Mr.  Fowler,  and  a  Crumpler,  were  among  the 
leaders  of  this  skirmish.  So,  as  you  can  see,  bits  and  pieces  of  history 
show  us  that  Sampson  was  indeed  a  hotbed  of  independence.  Later  on, 
after  the  Revolution,  Fleet  Cooper,  Sr.  was  from  1790  to  1794  a 
member  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  Sampson  County.  There  is 
no  doubt  he  left  a  mark  on  Rowan  and  the  area  in  which  he  lived, 
which  would  eventually  spread  far  and  wide,  and  like  Edward 
Brown's  legacy,  live  through  the  centuries. 


Clinton  of  Yesteryear 
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CHILDREN  OF  REV.  FLEET  C00PER,JR.  and  SARAH  SCOT"!  COOPER 

Elizabeth  (1779-1848)  married  Jonathan  rope  —  1796 
•  '"''"'        Fleet  '(1797-     )  married  Sallie  Minor  — 

Dicey  (1799-1879)  married  John  Tope  — 

Elizabeth  Ann   (1801-      )   M.  William  Bush 

Wiley    Mobley    (180.1-1893)    married    Mary  Harriet  Brantley  —  1823 
married  Mary  W.  Rrynn  —  1833 

Edith  (1805-'*'  )  married  Joshua  lltwh  — 

F rnlc-ii.lt    (IH0H-      )    married    MnrlliH   McIIh  — 

Mary   (1H10-     )  married    ?   Parker  — 

Sarah 

Wilson  (1780-1857)   married  Mary   (Polly)  Smith    *{/ >1'7 
r"f"         John    (1808-1890)    Married    Harriet    liennett  —  1855 
Sarah     (1810-18-13)     married      ?     Dickenson  —  1839 
7     Hamhlin 
?     Hunler  — 
Kiltie   (1812-18%)    married   Willie   Maxwell  —  1834 
Dilitha  (181G-1884)  married  Sam  Hamblin  —  1834 
Columbus    (182-1-187-1)    married   Jane   Curtis  1846 
Martha  (182G-1911)  married   Dr.  Tom  Cotton 
Mary   (1828-1892)    married   KccvcD  Nichols  — 

John    (1782-1832)    married   Rebecca   Taylor 

Elizabeth  C.   (     —     )   married  Barnabus  Lewis 
Sarah  Ann 

John  D.   (     -1864)  married  Elizabeth  Tyron  —  1850 
Fleet  Taylor  (     —     )  married  Mollie  Stone  —  1881 
Susan  R. 

Jacob  (1783-1826)   married  Sallie  Butler  —  1798 

Nixon   (1799-1872)  married  Martha  Underwood  —  1829 
Dixon    (1799-1887)   married   Mary  Clumpier  —  1833 
William  King 
Luke 


"'\ 


1851 


Daniel  (1785-1851)   married  Zilpah  Stevens  —  1812 

Fleet  III   (1813-1900)  married  Emilcy  J.  Anders  —  1843    , 

Wilson 

Hiram   (     —     )   married  Mary  J.  Spell  il'f^"' 

Sabre  (1820-1861)  married  Hardy  Herring  —  1843    '""it    . 

John  Stevens   (1823-1805)    married    Elizabeth  N.  Johnson  —  1847 

Sarah   (182(1-1905)   married  J.  W,  Nance  —  1854 

Mary  J.  (1832-1913)  married  J.  U.  O.  Culbrcth  —  1852 

Nancy  (1793-1878)   married   Hiram   Blackburn 

/  Jerusha  (Tracie)    (     —     )   married  JamcsArmslronK  — 
►  Allen    M.    (1819-1901)    married    Penelope  Hoykin  —  184G 
Sarah   (1822-1859)   married  Everett  Peterson  —  1846. 
Elizabeth  (1822-1840)  married  George  W.   Herring 

Penelope  (1797-1881)  married  Thomas  Howard  —  1817 

Aholibah  E.  (1818-1888)  married  Rev.  Olivett  Johnson  —  1844 
Jacob  C.   (1819-1914)   married   Betsy  Williams—  1845 
Jennette   (1821-1833) 

Thomas   Allen    (1826-18G8)    married    Isabella   Williams  —   1852 
,'Penclope    Elizabeth    (1831-1893)    married  Rev.  A.  Biggo  Alderman  - 

i  Dicey  (1798-1879)  married  Martin  Howard  —  1822 

"    James  A.   R.    (1823-1888)    married   Sarah  J.  Parker 

Sally  Anne  (1825-1916) 
j  Thomas   Martin    (1829-1803) 

Rebeccah  (1831-1920)  married  J.  R.  Maxwell  —  1858 
•  John   Oliver    (1835-1913)    married   Caroline  Hall  —  1857 
Fleet   II.    (1839-1898)    married    Mary   A.  Mitchell  —  1877 
Mary   Elizabeth   (1844-     ) 

•TJwda  (1802-1862)  married   Hardy  D.  Bennett  —  J£29~^/f,r/       **  *" 
Harriett   (1830-1909)    married   John   Cooper  —  1855 
Robert    IlonwV-    (1832-1893)    married    Jane  E.  Bennett  —  1865 
Sarah  E.  ( 18ll-l-1908)  married  Richard  Page 
Fleet  Sampson   (1836-1804) 

Hardy   K..  (1838-1892)  married  Mary  Margarcl  Butlcr-1867,  -  married  Elizabeth  Cooper-  li 
George  W.  (1840-U107)  Married  Callie  Taylor  —  1877 
.  Columbus  A.   (18-12-1802) 

Small    (~"-I^7  )   married   Henry   Porter 

Mai  a  (' 


Sr*t,'4,*,V  " 


)'  married  Charles  Butler  and  Solomon  Scssoms 


Children  of  Rev.  Fleet  Cooper  Jr. 
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Photograph:   North  Carolina  State  Department  of  Archives  and  History. 

Governor  Tryon  and  the  Regulators,  from  a  wood  engraving  by  A.  Bobbett,  after 
F.  O.  C.  Darley,  published  (1878)  in  Benson  J.  Lossing's  Our  Country,  a  Household 
History  For  All  Readers.    (Information  from  the  Library  of  Congress.) 
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CHAPTER  Vni 


BAGPIPES  AND  SHAMROCKS 

A  history  of  this  old  county  of  ours  formed  in  1749  (Duplin), 
from  New  Hanover  county  would  fill  a  thick  book,  so  many  interest- 
ing events  happened,  which  eventually  made  us  a  separate  county  in 
1784. 

Public  records  reveal  that  a  large  number  of  our  citizens  of 
today  are  of  the  same  blood  as  our  first  settlers  who  promptly  set  out 
to  establish  churches  and  schools  in  various  parts  of  the  county. 

Those  sturdy  pioneers  of  the  early  days  would  have  been  a 
credit  and  a  blessing  to  any  part  of  the  country  and  their  good  works 
are,  to  a  large  extent  responsible  for  the  fact  that  our  county  today  is 
one  that  is  largely  made  up  of  strong  and  noble  men  and  women. 

The  history  of  any  section  is  little  or  nothing  more  than  that  of 
its  people  and  the  spirit  of  the  forefathers  clearly  reflected  in  the  lives 
of  their  descendants.  So  indeed,  we  should  feel  a  modest  pride  in  the 
noble  character  and  worthy  achievements  of  our  founders  and  bene- 
factors and  be  reminded  that  indeed,  we,  too,  have  a  duty  to  those  who 
shall  come  after  us. 

THE  FIRST  SETTLEMENTS 

The  first  settlers  in  Duplin  County  (then  upper  New  Hanover) 
were  Irish  or  Scotch-Irish,  from  northern  Ireland.  They  came  to 
America  under  the  patronage  of  one  Henry  McCulloch  about  the  year 
1736.  According  to  Captain  Matthew  Rowan,  the  Surveyor-General, 
the  first  of  McCulloch' s  settlers  came  on  a  ship  commanded  by  one 
Captain  Ure  and  that  some  of  the  free  passengers  on  the  ship,  bound 
for  Charleston,  were  persuaded  to  remain  here.  McCullock  was  a 
wealthy  merchant  of  London  and  received  from  the  King  (George  II) 
several  grants  of  large  tracts  of  land  in  the  Carolinas.  He  persuaded  the 
King  that  he  could  place  colonists  on  the  lands  in  large  numbers  and 
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the  King  was,  of  course,  anxious  to  colonize  the  New  World. 

The  colonists  agreeable  to  this  promise  of  land,  came  and 
occupied  the  land  of  McCulloch  upon  certain  promises  to  the  King  as 
to  the  number  of  acres  to  be  received.  According  to  the  evidence  a 
number  of  promises  were  never  fulfilled  and  there  was  considerable 
dispute  about  the  McCulloch  grants. 

The  settlers  were  generally  in  three  groups,  as  follows: 

(1)  Soracte  (now  Sarecta),  on  the  North  East  River,  where 
according  to  Captain  Rowan,  ten  houses  had  already  been  built  by 
John  Pidcock,  John  Porter,  and  William  Lewis; 

(2)  At  Goshen,  near  the  mouth  of  what  is  now  known  as 
Millers  bridge  and  near  a  large  tract  of  land  that  had  already  been 
granted  to  Rice  Evans; 

(3)  At  the  Golden  Grove,  and  other  areas  near  the  present  town 
of  Kenansville. 

Other  early  settlements  were  at  the  Red  House  near  the  present 
town  of  Wallace  and  Teacheys;  the  neighborhood  of  what  is  still 
known  as  Beasley's  Mill  in  Magnolia  township,  on  Turkey  Branch 
where  the  Kenans  lived;  and  on  upper  Goshen  which  is  now  the  town 
of  Faison. 

McCulloch,  an  enterprising  man,  now  claimed  four  thousand 
acres  at  the  Golden  Grove  (areas  near  Kenansville)  in  1 735 .  About  the 
same  time  as  the  McCulloch  settlers,  or  soon  thereafter,  many  other 
families  came  into  the  section  from  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey, 
Virginia,  the  Albemarle  section  of  this  state,  and  from  nearby  counties 
of  Dobbs  (now  Lenoir  and  Wayne),  Craven,  Onslow  and  New 
Hanover.  They  were  settled  mainly  along  the  North  East  river  and  its 
principal  tributaries;  Rockfish,  Island  Creek,  Maxwell,  Grove,  Muddy 
Creek,  Limestone,  Goshen,  Burncoat  and  Coharie. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  any  trouble  with  the  Indians  in  these 
sections. 

THE  COLONIAL  MILITIA 

Colonel  John  Sampson  (for  whom  Sampson  County  was 
named)  was  in  charge  of  the  militia  in  this  part  of  New  Hanover 
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County,  and  about  one  hundred  of  our  militiamen  were  with  him 
"upon  the  alarm  (Spanish)  at  Wilmington"  in  September  1749,  one 
year  before  our  church  was  formed.  The  reading  of  their  names 
reveals  the  fact  that  they  are  the  ancestors  of  a  large  part  of  our 
population  today,  including  the  names:  James  Fussell,  Williams, 
Carr,  Boney,  Murphy,  Murray,  Wells,  Brice,  Hanchey,  Houston, 
Rhodes,  Thomas,  Miller,  Gavin,  Hollingsworth,  Dickson,  Kenan, 
Routledge,  Peterson,  Southerland,  and  many  more.  Then  the  militia 
list  of  officers  six  years  later  included  Col.  John  Sampson,  Captains 
Joseph  Williams  and  William  McReer,  Ensign  Richard  Miller,  Quar- 
termaster Thomas  Kenan,  John  Miller  and  others. 

THE  FORMATION  OF  THE  COUNTY  AND  PARISH 

Wilmington  was  then  the  county  seat  of  New  Hanover  County 
and  because  of  the  long  distance  and  the  inconvenience  to  the  people 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  county,  they  made  several  efforts  to  create  a 
new  county.  Finally  the  new  county,  the  county  of  Duplin  and  Saint 
Gabriel  Parish  was  established  by  an  Act  of  the  Colonial  Assembly  at 
New  Bern  in  March,  1749.  It  was  named  for  Lord  Duplin,  an  English 
nobleman.  The  Act  provided  for  holding  the  first  court  at  the  house 
of  William  McRee,  Sr.,  of  the  Goshen  Settlement.  McRee  had  served 
for  several  years  as  a  member  of  the  Court  in  the  mother  county  of 
New  Hanover.  The  officers  of  the  new  county  were  as  follows: 
Sheriff,  William  McRee,  Jr. ;  Clerk  of  Court,  Robert  McRee;  Register, 
John  Sampson,  members  of  the  Assembly,  Dr.  William  Houston  and 
Captain  Francis  Brice.  The  Justices  of  the  County  Court  included 
Francis  Brice,  Captain  Joseph  Williams,  Dr.  William  Houston,  Colo- 
nel John  Sampson,  Captain  Frederick  Greff,  Andrew  Thomason, 
George  Meares,  John  Turner,  John  Herring,  Nathanial  Hill,  William 
McRee,  Roger  Snell  and  others.  What  we  now  know  as  Sampson 
County  was  well  represented,  although  it  was  still  waiting  in  the  wings 
to  be  born.  Many  of  these  officers  of  the  new  county  were  instrumen- 
tal in  the  formation  of  "The  Great  Coharie  "Church,"  which  is  why  I 
feel  it  necessary  to  include  them  in  our  church  history. 
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THE  COUNTY  SEAT 

The  County  Court  was  held  at  the  McRee  place  in  Goshen 
settlement  for  only  a  short  time,  possibly  three  or  four  years,  and  was 
then  moved  to  a  more  central  location  on  land  given  to  the  County  by 
Captain  Joseph  Williams  near  the  present  Duplin-Sampson  County 
line  and  near  what  is  now  known  as  Baltic,  a  station  of  the  Clinton- 
Warsaw  branch  of  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line  Railroad.  Today  a  historical 
marker  marks  the  spot  thought  to  be  the  site  of  the  old  courthouse.  One 
can  see  our  own  Edward  Brown  attending  to  business  here.  This  spot 
remained  the  County  seat  for  a  period  of  about  thirty  years  when 
Sampson  County  was  finally  cut  off  from  Duplin  in  the  year  1784. 

Following  the  formation  of  Sampson  County,  the  County  seat 
of  Duplin  was  again  moved  to  a  more  central  location  on  land  given 
to  the  county  by  Captain  James  Pearsall. 

In  the  meantime  Sampson  was  in  need  of  a  courthouse.  A  five- 
acre  plot  was  purchased  from  Richard  Clinton,  and  the  first  courthouse 
our  ancestors  used  in  the  newly  formed  Sampson  County,  is  believed 
to  have  been  built  in  the  fall  of  1784  and  was  made  of  heavy  hewn  logs, 
weather-boarded  on  the  outside  and  panelled  on  the  inside.  Clinton 
was  not  a  town  at  this  time  in  our  history  and  would  actually  not  be 
incorporated  until  1822. 

The  old  courthouse  was  a  one-story,  cocked  up  on  brick  piers, 
like  a  martin  box  on  a  bean  pole;  and  the  clerks  and  other  officers  were 
stowed  away  in  the  loft,  where  a  stranger  would  never  have  expected 
to  find  anything  but  fleas  and  bedbugs. 

In  June,  1784,  the  first  court  was  convened.  The  Magistrates 
were:  John  Sampson,  Richard  Clinton,  Richard  Herring,  William 
Ball,  Fleet  Cooper  (member  of  Rowan  Church)  Edward  Toole,  James 
Sampson,  David  Dodd,  John  Hay,  Jonathan  Parker,  Rice  Blackman. 
These  gentlemen  had  been  appointed  by  the  governor  of  North 
Carolina.  Fleet  Cooper  is  listed  as  being  a  Magistrate  through  1792. 
So  history  verifies  the  fact  that  Fleet  was  active  in  religious  and  civic 
activities,  as  was  most  of  his  family. 

For  the  record,  during  the  difficult  time  of  the  Revolutionary 
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War,  when  the  armies  of  Cornwallis  and  Craig  had  ravaged  the 
county,  there  had  been  harsh  conflicts  between  the  Whigs  and  Tories, 
consequently  the  then  Clerk  of  Court,  William  Dickson,  took  all  the 
current  records,  stuffed  them  in  a  washpot  and  hid  them  in  a  swamp. 
They  were  never  to  be  seen  again!  So  many  important  bits  of 
information  were  lost  in  this  period  of  time,  leaving  us  with  sketchy 
bits  of  information  on  land  ownership,  some  only  known  by  heresay 
or  personal  family  records. 

We  do  know  that  the  country  being  new,  the  range  fresh  and 
luxuriant,  and  the  county  abounding  with  wild  game.  The  principal 
object  of  our  earliest  forefathers,  about  1736,  was  raising  livestock 
and  hunting. 

At  the  first  forming  of  this  county  at  the  time  of  Edward 
Brown,  around  1750,  (the  area  known  as  Duplin  or  Dupplin)  con- 
tained about  360  white  poll  taxables  and  very  few  slaves.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  it  contained  90  to  1,000 
white  poll  taxables. 

The  first  inhabitants  of  Duplin  (Sampson)  county  built  and 
lived  in  log  cabins,  and  as  they  became  more  wealthy,  some  of  them 
built  framed  clapboard  houses  with  clay  chimneys.  They  were,  as 
stated  earlier,  mostly  emigrants  from  the  north  of  Ireland,  although 
records  do  indicate  there  were  also  some  Dutch  and  Swiss  among  the 
earlier  settlers. 

There  was  little  navigation  at  this  period,  and  no  commerce  or 
trade  carried  on  with  the  exception  of  a  few  small  country  stores.  Very 
few  boats  were  in  use,  other  than  canoes.  The  produce  that  was  raised 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  counties  was  carried  to  market  in  carts  or 
wagons. 

Previous  to  the  Revolution  and  during  the  time  of  war,  schools 
of  any  kind  had  barely  existed.  It  was  said  that  hardly  one- fifth  of  the 
adults  could  read  a  chapter  in  the  Bible.  Few  could  write  their  name 
distinctly.  After  the  Revolution  the  education  of  children  finally 
became  a  priority.  The  people  were  hungry  for  knowledge  and 
religion.  Although  they  were  not  too  pleased  when  religion  frowned 
on  their  simple  amusements;  cards,  horse-racing  and  dancing.  But 
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generally  they  were  satisfied  to  inherit  the  leadership  and  companion- 
ship of  the  church,  and  church  services  became,  eventually,  a  high- 
light of  their  lives.  Religion  certainly  played  a  large  part  in  broadening 
their  education. 

Eventually  the  people  of  our  area  would  find  success  in  the 
timber  industry,  with  its  related  products  becoming  much  in  demand. 
Tar,  turpentine  and  other  products  which  the  area  found,  much  to  their 
surprise,  in  some  cases,  could  be  produced  for  a  profit.  As  forests 
were  cleared  along  the  creeks  and  rivers,  crops  were  planted.  By  the 
late  1800s,  tobacco  was  already  replacing  cotton  as  an  important  farm 
crop.  Huckleberries,  or  blueberries  also  became  important  farming 
commodities.  The  boom  days  would  come,  but  much  later.  Edward 
Brown  would  live  to  see  many  changes,  but  little  prosperity  in  the  area 
during  his  lifetime. 

Of  course  more  troubling  times  were  ahead.  The  reconstruc- 
tion era  was  hard  on  the  South,  and  Sampson  was  not  exempt  from  the 
struggle.  But,  there  was  a  renaissance  in  educational  opportunity. 

The  county  survived  a  devastating  flu  epidemic  around  1916 
to  emerge  again  as  a  vigorous  town  in  the  1920s  and  '30s. 

So  for  the  record,  we  do  know  that  Sampson  was  part  of 
Duplin  from  1750-1784,  a  part  of  New  Hanover  County  from  1729- 
1750,  and  a  part  of  Craven  County  from  1712-1729. 
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Map  of  Sherman's  March 
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CHAPTER  VIV 


GOD  IS  ON  OUR  SIDE 

Sampson  county  residents  were  by  nature  a  religious  people. 
From  the  beginning  of  the  colonies,  the  fight  for  religious  freedom 
became  an  established  way  of  life  and  one  that  endured  through  the 
years.  Religion  was  helped  to  blossom  surely  by  the  likes  of  Edward 
Brown,  The  Coopers  and  Joshuah  Sikes,  (to  name  a  few). 

Religion  offered  hope  and  encouragement  to  the  people  of  the 
South,  giving  them  the  strength  to  survive  and  endure  the  terrible  wars 
they  found  themselves  involved  in. 

The  Civil  War,  the  war  that  was  to  turn  brother  against 
brother,  left  the  people  of  the  south  with  little  but  their  faith. 

Naturally  because  of  their  learning  and  moral  behavior, 
Southern  clergymen  offered  a  powerful  influence  in  every  commu- 
nity. As  problems  grew  in  the  South,  men  of  God  urged  the  population 
to  stand  fast  in  their  beliefs.  This  belief  implied  that  God  would 
intervene  in  the  conduct  of  men  so  as  to  make  the  problems  "work  out" 
offered  hope  and  caused  the  clergymen  to  be  in  the  forefront  of  the 
secession  movement.  Indeed  it  may  be  assumed  that  clergy  "sounded 
the  trumpet"  that  led  the  South  to  war.  Reverend  G.S.  Best  (1857- 
1861)  served  in  the  pulpit  at  Rowan  during  the  beginning  of  this 
turbulent  time  in  our  history. 

As  the  situation  during  the  Civil  War  worsened,  more  reli- 
gious faiths  and  leaders  took  their  stand  or  stated  their  beliefs.  It  is  to 
be  assumed  from  our  history  that  Rev.  Best  certainly  voiced  his 
opinion  in  favor  of  secession,  as  did  the  other  members  of  Rowan 
Baptist  Church. 

It  is  not  true  however,  that  all  Southern  clergy  supported 
secession,  states  rights  or  the  War.  Most  who  opposed  the  secession 
movement  left  the  South  voluntarily,  but  some  remained  and  some 
openly  criticized  President  Davis  and  condemned  the  War. 

However,  even  before  the  first  shot  was  fired,  Southern 
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Methodists  and  Baptists  had  withdrawn  from  their  Northern  brethren; 
to  be  followed  by  Southern  Episcopalians,  Presbyterians  and  Lutherans 
who  begin  to  break  ties  with  Northern  members  and  established 
independent  churches.  All  denominations  wanted  peace,  but  not  at  the 
expense  of  honor  and  freedom  as  they  saw  it. 

In  the  early  months  of  the  War,  sermons  likened  Southerners 
to  "God's  chosen  people." 

In  1 86 1  G.S.  Best  left  the  pulpit  and  history  does  not  enlighten 
us  as  to  where  he  went,  though  it  is  thought  he  probably  served  with 
the  army  in  some  capacity,  since  he  was  an  able-bodied  man.  We  have 
no  permanent  minister  listed  until  1 870.  Possibly,  they  were  required 
to  take  up  arms.  So  the  church  at  Rowan,  like  most  other  churches  in 
that  time  relied  on  occasional  ministers,  or  the  older  deacons  who 
were  unable  to  join  in  the  fighting.  Also  history  shows  us  that  churches 
were  devastated  financially,  and  probably  could  offer  a  minister  very 
little,  even  were  one  available.  We  do  know  that  in  1889,  G.S.  Best 
once  again  returned  to  Rowan  for  about  three  years. 

Rowan  would  prove  herself  to  be  among  the  most  steadfastly 
patriotic  Southern  churches  in  the  area.  "Hot-beds  of  political  upris- 
ing" as  described  by  Governor  Tryon  in  the  1700s. 

As  the  fortunes  of  war  turned  against  the  South,  there  was  a 
real  awakening  in  the  area  of  religion,  and  a  deepening  of  faith. 
Churches  and  private  homes  were  filled  with  worshippers.  Only  the 
very  old  and  females  were  left. 

As  the  war  dragged  on,  congregations,  fortunate  enough  to 
have  bells,  donated  them  to  be  recast  as  cannons,  offered  their 
buildings  as  hospitals,  and  organized  knitting  and  sewing  sessions  to 
fashion  items  of  clothing  for  the  troops.  The  Women's  Relief  Society 
with  Southern  women  of  all  faiths,  encouraged  women  in  Sampson 
County  to  join  in  their  combined  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  war  and  the 
Society  became  untiring  in  its  works  of  charity. 

However  the  belief  that  God  would  surely  preserve  the 
Southern  nation  faded  rapidly  -  for  all,  women  especially.  It  was  a 
difficult  time  for  women.  And  the  emphasis  shifted  away  from 
national  salvation  to  personal  salvation  as  the  women  prayed  for 


History  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church/41 


inward  peace  as  much  as  for  Confederate  victories.  The  scriptures 
were  reread.  Women  searched  for  answers  in  their  Bibles  to  difficult 
questions.  Their  world  too,  was  crumbling  around  them.  The  fellow- 
ship and  love,  no  doubt,  was  a  great  source  of  comfort  to  the  women 
at  Rowan  Baptist  Church  during  this  time  of  devastation. 

Following  defeat  after  defeat,  and  deaths  of  their  sons  and 
husbands,  the  women  of  Rowan  Became  more  realistic.  Perhaps  they 
thought,  Confederates  had  been  chosen,  not  simply  for  God's  favor, 
but  like  Job,  for  the  suffering  that  tests,  strengthens,  and  purifies  faith. 
Although  women  turned  to  religion  to  make  sense  of  their  anguish  and 
to  find  the  courage  to  endure,  they  found  it  harder  and  harder  to  say, 
"Thy  will  be  done."  In  areas  held  by  the  enemy,  many  women  chose 
not  to  attend  church  "because  the  ministers  are  forced  to  pray  for 
Lincoln." 

This  discouragement  with  the  war  did  not  really  mean  that 
there  was  a  failure  of  devotion.  For  throughout  the  War  the  women 
searched  for  religious  consolation,  they  attended  prayer  groups  and 
when  churches  were  forced  to  abandon  regular  services,  they  made 
worship  at  home  part  of  their  domestic  routine. 

But  as  the  majority  of  young  men  had  gone  to  the  defense  of 
their  country,  there  was  a  sharp  decline  in  candidates  for  ordination 
and  ministers  became  impossible  to  replace.  Which  explains  why 
Rowan  was  without  a  minister  during  these  turbulent  times.  Church 
membership  and  attendance  finally  slowed  to  almost  a  standstill.  The 
printing  of  religious  papers  was  virtually  suspended  due  to  lack  of 
materials  as  well  as  writers,  and  many  churches  and  cemeteries  were 
damaged  or  destroyed. 

As  war  stretched  into  months  and  the  pain  of  individual 
bereavements  mounted  almost  beyond  endurance,  it  was  hard  for  the 
women  to  believe  that  God  intended  the  pain  they  were  suffering  or 
that  they  or  their  loved  ones  could  endure  much  longer.  A  woman 
nursing  her  wounded,  echoing  the  same  thoughts  of  so  many  wives 
and  mothers  in  the  Rowan  Church,  wrote: 
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I  am  very  despondent  at  times  ...  and  I  almost 
fear  our  enemies  are  too  strong  for  us ...  But  then  again 
I  cannot  think  our  Merciful  Father  will  suffer  us  to  sink 
under  the  weight  of  such  barbarous  people  as  our  foes 
have  proved  themselves  ...  I  trust  all  these  trials  may 
be  for  our  benefit  and  so  purify  us  as  a  nation. 

Prayers  everywhere  for  the  safety  and  salvation  of  relatives 
and  friends  became  more  urgent.  Undoubtedly  many  women  took  a 
self-centered  view  toward  prayer,  bargaining  with  the  Lord  to  pre- 
serve a  loved  one's  life.  Through  their  pain  many  a  woman  would 
question  her  faith  and  begin  to  doubt  that  "God  was  on  our  side."  A 
Southern  woman,  Mary  Chesnutt  asked,  "Is  anything  worth  it? ...  this 
awful  penalty  we  pay  for  war." 

Rowan  offered  her  flock  the  consolation  that  religion  tran- 
scends temporal  circumstances  and  that  righteousness  would  ultimately 
prevail.  But  the  collapse  of  the  Confederacy  and  the  end  of  the  War 
marked  the  beginning  of  a  new  emotional  crisis.  It  would  be  many 
years  before  the  South  would  be  able  to  stand  on  her  own  two  feet. 
However,  stand  she  would.  And  the  brave  men  and  women  of  that  era 
made  their  mark  in  history,  and  Rowan  weathered  yet  another  storm, 
and  would  once  again  arise  triumphant,  secure  in  her  faith. 
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CHAPTER  X 


REPLANTING  THE  SEEDS 

The  years  following  the  Civil  War  were  times  of  great 
upheaval.  The  South,  following  her  defeat,  and  the  Reconstruction 
Period  brought  great  turmoil  to  its  people.  Rowan  was  no  exception. 
Without  a  minister  until  1 865,  when  W.H.  Howard  took  the  pulpit  for 
five  years,  Rowan,  like  most  churches  in  the  South,  took  many  small 
steps,  trying  to  get  back  on  her  feet.  We  were  of  course,  marching 
slowly  toward  another  war  with  Germany  to  come  in  1 9 1 7.  But  all  our 
energies  had  been  expended  on  the  Civil  War,  so  we  were  blissfully 
unaware  of  what  awaited  us  in  the  wings. 

The  United  States  of  America  participated  in  three  minor 
engagements.  Minor  of  course  only  when  compared  to  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  Civil  War,  and  the  two  World  Wars  that  would  once 
again  rob  us  of  our  young. 

In  1903  a  fourth  building  program  was  begun  and  a  second 
frame  structure,  larger  than  the  one  built  in  1808,  was  constructed.  In 
1910  the  existing  frame  structure  was  enlarged.  A  note  for  the  cost 
was  entered  in  the  March,  192  minute:  $573.87.  It  was  also  noted  that 
the  membership  during  the  four  year  period  of  J.M.  Page's  pastorate, 
1906-10  increased  from  50  to  150.  Minutes  also  indicate  the  spiritual 
condition  was  "the  best  in  the  history  of  the  church." 

Minutes  also  reveal  that  in  1 844  the  Goshen  and  the  Neuse 
Associations  united  and  formed  the  Union,  which  was  changed  in 
1865  to  the  Eastern  Association,  a  name  it  still  retains. 

A  letter  was  granted  Rowan  Church  in  1 880  and  she  united 
with  the  South-River  Association  and  remained  a  member  of  that 
body  until  1902,  at  which  time  she  was  granted  a  letter  to  return  to  the 
Eastern  Association,  and  was  received  back  into  that  body  in  1903. 

It  was  also  noted  that  Rowan  entertained  the  Goshen  Associa- 
tion in  1838,  the  South  River  in  1889  and  the  Eastern  in  191 1. 

The  following  have  served  as  clerks,  beginning  in  1857:  F. 
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Kelly,  1857,  T.O.Kelly,  1858- 1868,  W.M.Williamson,  1869,  Stephen 
Boone,  1870  -  F.O.  Kelly,  1871,  H.L.  Duncan,  1872,  J.D.  Duncan, 
1876-1878,  J.J.  Malpass,  1884-1889,  B.F.  Byrd,  1889-1893,  J.J. 
Malpass,  1893-1895,  L.H.  Best,  1897-1905,  J.T.  Kennedy,  1906- 
1907,  W.T.  Robinson,  1908-1910,  E.H.  Cannady,  1910  -  David 
Boon,  1911-1914,  L.H.  Best,  1915  -  E.H.  Lewis,  1916-1925,  Paul 
Gardner,  1926-1928,  S.T.Wallace,  1928-1930,  J.  Monroe  Marshburn, 
1930.  These  were  laymen  who  were  responsible  for  certain  duties  in 
the  church. 

The  First  Sunday  School  noted  in  the  minutes  of  Rowan  was 
on  the  second  Sunday  in  March,  1877,  when  J.J.  Stringfield  was 
elected  superintendent.  For  a  number  of  years  the  Sunday  School  met 
at  2:30  on  Sunday  afternoon.  However  there  is  a  possibility  that 
Sunday  School  was  even  begun  earlier  than  that  since  among  church 
records  was  found  an  Intermediate  Quarterly  dated  July  to  September, 
1884.  The  member's  name  is  written  inside:  W.F.  Robinson,  Clinton, 
Sampson;  Rowan  Sunday  School,  1884. 

After  the  Civil  War,  Rowan  was,  like  most  churches  in  the 
South,  devastated.  But  the  history  of  the  church  reveals  how  quickly 
Rowan  began  to  grow  and  change.  Associations  that  had  been 
disbanded  during  the  War,  once  again  opened  their  doors  to  renewed 
memberships.  Sunday  Schools,  revivals,  and  regular  church  services, 
neglected  or  untried,  were  again  renewed  or  organized.  The  South 
was  ready  to  breathe  again.  The  War  had  left  a  breach  that  would  take 
many,  many  years  to  repair.  But  with  renewed  spirit,  and  courage 
from  their  religious  roots,  she  would  work  to  regain  her  honor. 

"FORSAKE  NOT  THE  ASSEMBLING 
OF  YOURSELVES  TOGETHER." 

On  Thursday,  August  19th  and  20th,  1914  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  of  the  Eastern  Association  was  held  with  Rowan 
Baptist  Church. 

At  the  first  session  on  Wednesday  morning  at  10  o'clock:  The 
song  "Happy  Greetings"  was  sung  by  the  Rowan  Sunbeams.  Greet- 
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ings  and  prayer,  by  pastor  Rev.  D.F  Deloatch.  Address  of  welcome, 
Mrs.  J.R.  Peterson. 

Another  note  in  the  history  records  a  letter  written  by  Mrs. 
Elma  Boone: 

"I  understand  you  are  trying  to  find  out  when 
they  organized  BYPU  at  Rowan.  I  think  it  was  when 
Mr.  Gresham  was  teaching  at  Delway  and  was  preach- 
ing at  Rowan,  sometime  about  1920. 

One  night  a  group  of  young  people  came  from 
Delway  and  organized  BYPU  at  Rowan.  I  was  not 
there  ,  but  I  soon  joined  in  with  them  and  one  asked 
(Berta  Peterson)  "How  old  does  a  person  have  to  be  to 
not  join  the  BYPU?" 

"I  WAS  GLAD  WHEN  THEY  SAID  UNTO  ME, 

LET  US  GO  UNTO  THE  HOUSE  OF  THE  LORD." 

PSALM  122:1 

A  Quarterly  Bulletin  from  January,  February,  March,  1925, 
shows  us  that  N.D.  Blackman  was  the  Pastor.  Sunday  School  every 
Sunday  at  9:30  a.m.  B.Y.P.U.  held  every  Sunday  at  7:00  p.m.  Y.W.A 
Meets  monthly  on  Saturday  afternoon  before  First  Sunday.  Preach- 
ing, held  every  First  Sunday  at  1 1  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m. 

Mr.  E.H.  Lewis,  Clerk;  Mrs.  J.R.  Peterson,  Treasurer 

Board  of  Deacons:  T.W.  Boon,  S.T.  Wallace,  J.R.  Peterson  J.R.  Tew, 

J.M.  Boon,  J.E.  Burgess  and  E.H.  Lewis. 

Trustees 

William  Peterson,  E.H.  Lewis  and  S.T.  Wallace 

Sunday  School 

S.T.  Wallace,  Superintendent,  Floyd  Quick,  Secretary. 
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Teachers 

Mrs.  N.D.  Blackman,  Miss  Nonie  Kelly,  Mrs.  Carrie  Foster,  Mrs.  J.R. 

Peterson,  Miss  Annie  Honeycutt,  David  Boon.  (Average  attendance, 

78). 

B.Y.P.U. 

Paul  Gardner,  Choister,  Miss  Annie  Honeycutt,  Sec. -Treasurer,  Paul 
Peterson,  President,  Mrs.  Paul  Gardner,  Paul  Gardner,  Vice  Presi- 
dent, Henry  Best,  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  Henry  Best,  Pianist. 

Group  Captains 

Emma  Rivenbark,  Pearl  Tew,  Nell  Hargrove,  Juanita  Denton. 

Y.W.A. 

Mrs.  Paul  Gardner,  President 
Eva  Moore,  Vice  President 
Mrs.  Henry  Best,  Secretary 
Wixie  Rivenbark,  Treasurer 

COMMITTEES 

Membership,  Elma  Rivenbark;  Annie  Honeyeutt,  Program,  Mrs. 

Henry  Best;  Wixie  Rivenbark,  Study  Course,  Mrs.  Paul  Gardner; 

Clara  Waddell 

Personal  Service,  Annie  Moore;  Juanita  Denton 

SUNBEAMS 

Miss  Nonie  Kelly  and  Mrs.  N.D.  Blackman 

Members  received  -  Mr.  C.J.  Waddell,  Mrs.  Ora  Waddell,  Miss  Clara 
Waddell  and  Boyce  Waddell. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  FOR  JAN.  FEB.  MARCH,  1925 
RECORDED  BELOW. 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


Recoil)  ts 


Name 
T.   W.    Boon    . 
Alston   Merritt 
Rutus   Bvvant 

J.  R.  Tew       .  _ 


Local  Ex". 
_$  9.00  '_ 
_  2.50  . 
_  2.00_. 
_       7.00_. 


1925  Pr 


S.  T.  Wallace  and  family- 5.00. 

.25 

.    .      .__  .50 

.      ._  .25. 

.    _      3.32 

6.00 

_- 2.25 

Wni.    Peterson      . .    __    20.00 


Ed   Iloncycutt    .  . . 

Wade  Honeycutt  - 

Esfc!  Moaevcutt 
-•rta   Peterson    __ 
.  L.  Denton   

i^.  A.  Kennedy,  Jr. 


Monroe  Marshburn 
Nonie  Kelly      _  __. 

J.  M.  Boon     

E.  H.  Lewis  

D.  T.  Peterson  .  _. 
George  Rivenbark  _ 
Mrs.  Hu.'^h  Moore 
Henry  Best  '  .. 
Mrs.  Henrv  Best  . .. 
L.  TI.  Best  .  .„.. 
Mrs.  L.  IL  Best     ._ 


1.50 

_......  1.50 

2.00 

..   __    _  .25 

3.59 

1.00 

._      .50. 

1.50. 

.90 

5.00 

- .75. 

R.  J.  Racklev,  wife  and  sisters __._  10.00 

1.00 

.___J .50 

.75 

__  1.00. 

2.00 

.50 

1.00 

1.00. 

— _    1.50 

2.25- 

1.50- 

1.2  i 

.25. 

._  . , —  ....  .75 

.  .  .25. 

..  .25 

'__._.__'.:  r    .':"""  2.2-T 


Mrs.  D.  C.  Marshburn  ..... 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Kennedy 

Rufus  Tew  . .. 

F.  A.  Tew     

Frank  Peterson  .  .  _. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  J.  Rackley 

R.  W.  Jordan    .. 

Chariie  Jordan   

Mr?-.  Mary  Robinson 

Mrs.   W.  J.  McLeod  

Mildred  Kennedy .. 

Mrs.   Carrie   Foster  

Paul  Gardner      . 

Mrs.  Paul  Gardner     __  ._. 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Moore     ... 

Annie  Moore 

Christine  Moore 

Lr'E.  Robinwon     :_   :  _1'~-. 

Kittie  Peterson    .... .60 

Juiia  Peterson .60 

L.  A.  Kennedy  _ . ..       4.00 

N.  D.  Blackman    . 

Mrs.  N.  D.  Elackman  

Grace  Blackman    

Ruth  Blackman     ._ __ 

N.  D.  Blackman,  Jr..  _  .. z 

Mrs.  W.  P.  Kelly '    1.50 

J.  R.  Peterson . ._     62.75.... 

B.  J.  Hobbs .1.00 

W.  F.  Fortner  2.50__. 

J.  T.  Fortner   : ..       2.50 

J.  E.  Burgess  ... ..... 1.75. _ 


ogram 

$  3.00 
.50 


3.00 
3.50 


3.00 

.75 
1.50 
1.50 
1.50 

.25 

2.50 


1.50 

.60 

4.00 

.50 

15.09 

.50 
.50 

1.00 

.50 


1.50 

.75 
.25 
1.50 
1.23 
.25 
.75 


"775 

'  .45 
.45 

4.50 
4.50 
1.50 
1.50 
.10 
1.50 
6.00 
3.00 
2.50 
2.50 
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Mrs.  J.  E.   Burgess    ..-    .50 

H.   B.   Hargrove   3.00 

J.  T.  Kennedy  5.00 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Robinson   1.00 .25 

Mrs.   David  Boon   .50 

Paul  D.  Peterson  ___   ...  __    .__ 1.50 1.50 

Open    Collection    .    ,.._,_    6.30 

For  Song  Books    .__ 16.70     

Balance  on  hand  January  1.  1025         10.00 


Total    .    __    ...      ___        __      ___    .        $211.87.    $98.40 

Disbursements 

To  1925  Mission  Program       ___    .   __      _     $U8.4'J 

To  balance  pastor's  salary,  1924  $   11.32 

To  pastor's  salary        .__  __ 105.85 

To  song  books     ._   -    ._    ...   16.70 

To  insurance       _ 16.00 

Paid  on  parsonage: 

Bili  to  Sampson  Hardware  Co.      .    _.     _    53.00 

Sink        ___     3.50  

Door  ..__   ___    .__ .      3.50 

Fence  Post       _  __     __    ...        2.00 

Total       __    ..      .___ _____    .    $211.87 _~_$98.40 
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PROGRAMME 

of    the    Woman's    Missionary  Union  of  the  Eastern 

Association,  to  be  held  with  Rowan   Baptist 

Church,  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 

August  19th  and  20th,  1914. 

All  women  and   children  are  cordially  invited. 


First     Session,      Wednesday      Morning 
10    O'Clock. 


Scripure  lesson 
by  Rowan 
by      pastor 


Motto:     Loyalty, 
Numbers   13. 

Song,    Happy    Greetin 
Sunbeams. 

Greetings    and    prayer 
Rev.  B.  F.   DeLoatch. 

Address  of  Welcome,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Pe- 
terson, Rowan. 

Response,  Mrs.  Sam  Byrd.  Mount 
Olive. 

Annual  Address  of  Vice-President, 
Miss   Macy   Cox,   Magnolia. 

Song,    Loyalty   to    Christ. 

Roll  call  of  Societies  and  delegates. 

Report  of  Societies. 

Report  of  Associational  Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

Report  of  Treasurer. 

Appoint  Committee  on  Time  and 
Place.  Literature  and  Resolutions. 

Election  of  officers  and  appointment 
of  executive  committee. 

Our  relations  and  duties  to  our  As- 
sociational Vice-President,  Mrs.  J.  R. 
Peterson. 

A  survey  of  Associational  work  and 
conditions,  Vice-President. 

Open  Conference,  (Questions  and 
exchange  of  plans). 

12:30,  Adjournment. 

Wednesday,   Afternoon,  2  O'Clock. 
Sunbeam    Hour. 

Motto:  Teaching  them  to  observe 
aR  things,  whatsoever  I  have  com- 
manded you. 

Devotional  service,  Deut.  6:1-9.  Mrs. 
W.  B.  Oliver,  Mount  Olive. 

Address  of  Welcome  to  Sunbeams, 
Eva  Hines,  Rowan. 

Response,  Virginia  Byrd,  Mount 
Olive. 

Song,  "Be  a  Little  Sunbeam,"  by  all 
Sunbeams    present. 


Report  on  Sunbeam  Work,  by  Vice- 
President. 

Address.  The  children  of  China, 
Mrs.   D.   W.   Herring. 

3:00  O'Clcck. 

Our  Training  School,  Miss  Minnie 
Middleton,    Warsaw. 

What  is  to  be  gained  by  the  Mission 
Study  Class,  Mrs.  S.  B.  Hunter,  Mag- 
nolia. 

Woman's  part  in  State  Missions, 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Herring,  Clinton. 

Cur  opportunity  and  responsibility 
to  Hor:e  Missions,  Mrs.  A.  O.  Moore, 
Warsaw. 

Adjournment. 

Wednesday    P.     M.,    7:30    O'Clock. 

Scrii.ture  reading  and  prayer.  Rev. 
Fred    Collins,   Clinton. 

Missionary  Sermon,  Rev.  B.  W.  Her- 
ring, China. 

Closing  Prayer,  Rev.  B.  G.  Early. 
Rcse    Hill. 

Eveiybody  is  cordially  invited  to  the 
night  service. 

Thursday   A.    M.,   9    O'Clock. 

Motto:  For  ye  serve  the  Lord  Christ. 

Devotional  service:  Rom.  12:1-8; 
Matt.  20:26-2S,  Miss  Minnie  Middleton. 

Prayer,  Rev.  A.  O.   Moore.  Warsaw. 

Report  on  resolutions,  literature, 
time  and  place. 

Unfinished    business. 

Address,  China  and  our  work  there, 
Rev.   D.   W.   Herring. 

Judson  Memorial  service,  Misses 
Matthews,  Batts  and  Cox. 

Address.  Our  work  among  the 
Chinese  women  and  children,  Mrs.  D. 
W.  Herring. 

Minutes  read  by  Secretary,  Miss 
Annie  Rose  Southerland,  Mount  Olive. 

Informal  closing  moments. 

Benediction. 
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N.  D.  BLACKMAN Pastor 


"I  was  g.ad  when  they  said  unto  me,  let  us  go  into  the  house  of  the 
Lord."— Psalm  122:  1. 

HOUR  OF  SERVICES 

Sunday  School  Every  Sunday  at    .__ 9:30  A.  M. 

B.-Y.  P7U.  Every  Sunday  at  ' :__7:00  P.  M. 

Y.  W.  A.  Meets  Monthly  on  Saturday    Afternoon    Before     First     Sunday. 
Preaching-  Every  First  Sunday  at 11:00  A.  M.  and  7:30  P.  M. 
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FIFTH  SUNDAY  FIELD  MEETING,  FOR  THE 

ROWAN  FIELD,  TO  BE  HELD  WITH  THE 

MT.  VERNON  CHURCH,  SUNDAY, 

AUGUST  30,  1936 


PROGRAM 


10:15  A.  M.  Opening  Song. 

10:20  A.  M.  Devotional,  Miss  Edna  Marshburn,  Rowan  Church. 

10:25  A.  M.  Address   of  Welcome,   Edgar   Gainey,   Mt.   Vernon 

Church. 
10:30  A.  M.  Response,  Sam  Clifton,  New  Hope  Church. 
10:35  A.  M.  Music,  Rowan  Church. 
10:40  A.  M.  "Stewardship  Is  Partnership,"  Miss  Ethel  Hudson, 

Turkey  Church. 
10:45  A.  M.  "The   Resources   Of  Youth,"   Miss   Julia   Britt,   Mt. 

Vernon  Church. 
10:50  A.  M.  "Stewardship     Demands     Development,"     Milton 

Boone,  Rowan  Church.  > 


'6 


New  Hope  Church. 

11:00  A.  M.  Music,  New  Hope  Church. 

11:05  A.  M.  Inspirational  Sermon,  Rev.  J.  Frank  Gaddy,  Salis- 
bury, N.  C. 

11:45  A.  M.  Appointment  of  Committees. 

11:50  A.  M.  Adjourned  for  Dinner. 

Afternoon 

1:00  P.  M.  Opening  Song. 

1:05  P.  M.  Devotional,  Miss  Myrtle  Bland,  New  Hope  Church. 

1:10  P.  M.  Music,  Turkey  Church. 

1:15  P.  M.  "What  Can  We  Do  To  Improve  Our  Sunday_Schools?" 

Rowan,  Paul  Peterson." 

Mt.  Vernon,  M.  A.  Ganey. 

New  Hope,  Carl  Coldwell. 

Turkey,  Richard  Holland. 
1:40  P.  M.  Music,  Mt.  Vernon  Church. 
1:45  P.  M.  Address,  "The  Churches  Relation  To  The  Sunday 

School,"  Rev.  J.  H.  Barnes,  Rose  Hill,  N.  C. 

Report  of  Committees. 

Closing  Song,  and  Adjournment. 

Independent  Print.,  Clinton,  N.  C. 
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CHAPTER  XI 


TIME  HAS  ONLY  ONE  MASTER 

By  the  year  1938,  Rowan  was  a  bustling  church.  And  on  May 
29, 1938  held  a  dedication  for  the  lovely  new  house  of  God  they  had 
worked  so  hard  to  acquire.  The  new  brick  church  had  been  started  in 
1936-37.  Yes,  Rowan  had  come  a  long  way  since  the  crude  log  hut  of 
1 749.  This  had  been  the  first  building  erected,  reorganized  and  rebuilt 
in  1759.  Rowan  Meeting  House  was  built  in  1808.  Inl902-1903, 
another  frame  building  was  erected  approximately  where  the  existing 
building  sits  today.  Sometime  in  1910  the  existing  frame  structure 
was  enlarged,  at  a  cost  of  $573.87.  J.M.  Page  was  the  pastor.  So  it  was 
time  to  enter  another  era,  rebuild  a  church  of  brick  that  would  be  as 
solid  as  our  faith.  Time  to  dedicate  a  new  home  to  God. 

May  29  was  a  balmy  North  Carolina  Spring  day.  The  church 
was  crowded  to  capacity.  The  sermon  was  presented  by  the  Rev.  H.G. 
Bryant,  who  had  been  Rowan's  minister  from  1935-1937  and  had 
thus  been  such  a  big  part  in  this  wonderful  undertaking.  E.C. 
Chamblee,  who  had  arrived  as  minister  in  1938  and  was  known  not 
only  for  his  moving  sermons  but  for  his  masterful  singing  voice,  sang 
a  duet  with  another  notable  singer,  Miss  Myrtie  Peterson. 

The  sermon  that  day  was  titled,  "I  will  build  my  church  -  the 
bride,  the  Lamb's  wife."  The  quartet  sang  "The  Church  In  The 
Wildwood." 

The  "Open  Door"  message  that  was  printed  on  the  program 
that  Sunday  said  much  about  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  Rowan 
Baptist  Church:  "God  make  the  door  of  this  house  we  have  raised  to 
Thee  wide  enough  to  receive  all  who  need  human  love,  fellowship 
and  the  Father's  care  and  narrow  enough  to  shut  out  envy,  pride  and 
hate.  Make  the  threshold  smooth  that  it  may  be  no  stumbling  block  to 
childhood,  weakness,  or  straying  feet,  but  rugged  and  strong  enough 
to  turn  back  the  tempter' s  power.  Oh !  God  make  the  door  of  this  house 
the  gateway  to  Thy  Eternal  Heaven." 
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Another  vocalist  was  noted  that  day  singing  a  solo,  something 
this  gentleman  did  very  graciously  when  asked.  His  name  was 
Granville  Wallace,  who  gave  a  memorable  rendition  of  "The  Church' s 
One  Foundation." 

I  love  thy  church,  o  God; 

Her  walls  before  Thee  stand 

Dear  as  the  apple  of  Thine  eye 

And  graven  on  thy  hand. 

The  act  of  dedication,  which  was  given  by  the  minister  and  assisted 
by  the  congregation  was: 

For  the  diffusion  of  the  knowledge  of  God; 
For  the  promotion  of  the  will  of  God; 
For  the  coming  of  the  Kingdom  of  God 
We  dedicate  this  House. 

To  the  Glory  of  God,  the  Father, 

Who  has  called  us  by  His  Grace 

And  of  His  Son,  who  loved  us  and  gave  Himself  for  us; 

And  of  His  Holy  Spirit,  Who  illuminates  and  sanctifies  us; 

We  dedicate  this  House. 

For  the  fellowship  with  God  in  praise  and  prayer; 

For  the  teaching  of  the  word  of  God; 

For  the  training  of  men,  women  and  children,  in  the  service  of 

Christ;  We  dedicate  this  House. 

In  the  unity  of  the  faith; 
In  the  bond  of  Christian  brotherhood; 
In  charity  and  good  will  to  all; 
We  dedicate  this  House. 

In  loving  gratitude  for  the  labours  of  all  the  saints; 

In  loving  remembrance  of  those  who  have  finished  their 

course; 
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In  the  hope  of  a  blessed  immortality  through  Christ  our  Lord; 
We  dedicate  this  House. 

No  doubt  this  inspirational  service  was  followed  by  a  Baptist 
speciality,  "Dinner  on  the  Grounds." 
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Briitraium  %nx\m 


Sunday,  May  29,  1938 


Simiratt  iapttat  (Eljttrrlj 

CLINTON,  NORTH  CAROLINA  . 


"THK    OPKN    POOR" 


"God  make  the  door  of  this  house  we  have  raised  to  Thee 
wide  enough  to  receive  all  who  need  human  love,  fellowship  and 
the  Father's  care  and  narrow  enough  to  shut  out  envy,  pride  and 
hate.  Make  the  threshold  smooth  that  it  may  be  no  stumbling 
block  to  childhood,  weakness,  or  straying  feet,  hut  rugged  and 
strong  enough  to  turn  back  the  tempter's  power.  Oh !  God,  make 
the  door  of  tin's  house  the  gateway  to  Thy  h'ternal   Kingdom." 
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CHAPTER  XII 


CHRISTIANS  IN  THE  CRISIS  OF  WWII 

"Ring  in  the  valiant  man  and  free, 

The  larger  heart,  the  kindlier  hand; 

Ring  out  the  darkness  of  the  land, 

Ring  in  the  Christ  that  is  to  be. " 

(Written  by  Alfred  Tennison  -  Memoriam.) 

The  world  was  exploding  around  us  in  a  grim  and  shocking 
war.  Rowan  church  also  watched  helplessly  as  fathers,  brothers  and 
other  members  left  to  join  the  growing  procession  of  men  and  women 
who  were  joining  hands  with  our  allies  in  a  great  united  effort  to  defeat 
the  beast  that  was  marching  throughout  the  globe. 

We  were  united.  We  were  a  nation  and  a  church,  united  by  a 
common  denominator.  Without  our  faith  in  God  we  knew  we  would 
never  have  survived.  Our  very  civilization  was  being  threatened  and 
we  were  no  longer  merely  observers.  The  isolation  the  United  States 
might  have  felt  disappeared  as  we  became  part  of  this  giant  hand  of 
democracy  at  work. 

In  1941  Japan  attacked  Pearl  Harbor  and  we  became  a  part  of 
the  history  of  World  War  II.  Overnight  Americans  went  into  action. 
Once  the  commitment  to  enter  the  war  was  made,  there  was  no  time 
to  reflect,  there  was  no  stopping  us. 

Everywhere,  families  in  our  church  leaned  on  each  other  as 
they  shared  in  the  absences  of  their  loved  ones  who  were  in  the  armed 
forces.  Grim  casualty  lists  became  constant  reminders  that  a  merciless 
war  was  raging  around  the  world  and  we  were  indeed  part  of  it. 

Our  leader,  our  minister  at  Rowan  (1940-1944)  during  these 
terrible  years  of  uncertainty,  was  Pastor  Edward  A.  Walker.  He 
worked  hard  during  those  war  years  to  bring  messages  of  strength  and 
courage  to  his  congregation. 
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There  were  many  stars  in  windows  belonging  to  the  members 
of  Rowan  who  had  loved  ones  in  the  battlefield.  From  factory  lines  to 
victory  gardens  members  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder,  ready  to  do  their 
part. 

They  bought  War  Bonds,  conserved  fuel,  salvaged  tin  cans 
and  saved  bacon  drippings.  Gasoline  was  soon  rationed,  followed 
quickly  by  food  in  1942.  We  stood  in  lines  with  ration  coupons 
clutched  firmly  in  our  hands,  hoping  for  sugar;  or  for  the  ladies,  that 
occasional,  elusive  pair  of  nylons.  We  wrote  letters,  and  we  prayed 
together  as  a  congregation  and  alone  at  night,  for  answers.  Blackouts 
became  an  accepted  part  of  our  daily  lives. 

During  the  evenings  families  gathered  around  the  radio  and 
listened  to  the  war  news  reported  by  the  likes  of  H.V.  Kaltenborn  and 
Edward  R.  Morrow.  We  also  listened  to  the  fireside  chats  of  our 
country's  third  term  president,  (who  would  be  nominated  for  his 
fourth  term  that  fall)  Franklin  Roosevelt.  The  man  who  offered  hope 
to  a  frightened  nation. 

"Along  familiar  paths  I  will  guide  them;  I  will  turn  the 
darkness  into  light  before  them  and  make  the  rough  places  smooth." 
(Isaiah  42:16). 

Franklin  Roosevelt  with  his  fireside  chats  brought  the  people 
into  the  nation's  capital  with  his  messages.  To  130,000,000  Ameri- 
cans, Roosevelt  seemed  to  offer  the  illusion  that  the  family  was 
gathered  after  the  guests  had  gone  home.  He  became  a  fatherly  figure. 
In  his  charismatic  voice  he  told  us  of  the  problems  we  faced,  but  he 
assured  us  that  someone  older  and  wiser  was  looking  out  for  our 
welfare.  With  God  as  our  captain,  and  Roosevelt  at  the  helm,  we 
somehow  felt  a  renewed  hope.  His  messages  soothed  us,  and  with  the 
assurances  he  offered,  we  were  rallied,  able,  with  the  support  of  our 
own  church  home,  to  face  yet  another  day  of  fears.  "Eventually,"  he 
told  us,  "these  United  States  will  know  peace  once  again." 
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THESE  BOYS  ARE  FIGHTING  FOR  YOU  AND  ME 


1. 

Milton  Boone 

13. 

Haywood  Spell 

2. 

Alvin  S.  Clack  Jr. 

14. 

Buck  Tew 

3. 

Eliott  Chestnutt 

15. 

Handy  Thorton 

4. 

Wayland  Denton 

16. 

Chester  Wagstaff 

5. 

Tommie  Evans 

17. 

W.P.  Wagstaff 

6. 

Norman  Hope 

18. 

Hallie  B.  West 

7. 

W.A.  Matthis 

19. 

L.A.  Westbrook 

8. 

William  F.  Moore 

20. 

James  E.  Yancey 

9. 

Fleet  Moore 

21. 

Sumner  Eakes 

10. 

Eugene  Quick 

22. 

Kendall  Eakes 

11. 

Gordan  Page  Rivenbark 

23. 

Erwin  Chestnutt 

12. 

Hoover  B.  Spell 

24. 

Pauline  Chestnutt 

Such  was  the  list  that  appeared  in  the  Rowan  Church  Bulletin 
on  September  27,  1942.  The  message  from  Pastor  Edward  A.  Walker 
offered  spiritual  boosters  to  our  frightened  and  thirsty  souls. 

"What  can  we  do  now  to  help  these  boys  who  are  sacrificing 
their  all,  if  need  be?"  He  said.  "This  question  is  on  the  heart  and  the 
lips  of  the  American  people  and  rightfully  so.  For  anyone  to  fail  to  do 
his  best  is  worse  than  suicide;  it  is  to  be  a  traitor  to  all  that  we  cherish, 
love  and  adore.  Our  forefathers  purchased,  with  their  own  blood,  our 
way  of  life  -  FREEDOM,  EQUALITY,  FRATERNITY.  These  boys 
are  offering  their  lives,  if  need  be,  to  maintain  this  priceless  heritage- 
freedom  of  religion,  freedom  of  press,  freedom  from  want,  and 
freedom  from  fear.  For  all  of  us  to  offer  our  services  in  the  Armed 
Forces  would  be  next  to  impossible,  and  if  it  were  possible  would 
make  the  situation  more  critical,  but  we  can  render  valuable  aid  and 
help  by  sacrificing  at  home  in  order  that  they  might  have  the  best. 
There  is  no  time  to  sleep  and  to  say,  "Let  the  other  fellow  do  it."  We 
all  have  a  job,  and  unless  every  person  -  woman,  man  and  child- 
assumes  their  task,  we  might  awake  some  morning  to  see  that  it  is  too 
late.  Let  this  be  our  motto:  "I  will  do  my  best  with  what  I  have  for 
Victory's  sake  today."  Begin  doing  these  things  now: 


History  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church/59 


1 .  Pray  every  day  that  we  may  so  live  that  God  can  give  us  victory. 

2.  Write  all  these  boys  as  often  as  you  can  and  encourage  them. 
Tell  them  we  are  praying  for  them.  Send  them  a  church  bulletin. 

3.  Don't  criticize  our  government;  it  is  not  the  time  to  spat  among 
ourselves;  be  a  booster  and  not  a  kicker;  let's  cooperate. 

4.  Buy  as  many  War  Bonds  as  you  can  and  as  often  as  you  can. 

5.  Come  back  to  God  ourselves  -  humble  ourselves,  pray  and  seek 
His  face  and  turn  from  our  wicked  ways;  then  God  will  hear 
from  heaven,  and  will  forgive  our  sin,  and  will  heal  our  land." 

On  the  bottom  of  the  bulletin  in  1942,  members  were  re- 
minded that  there  was  Prayer  Meeting  each  Friday  evening.  Training 
Union  was  regularly  held  on  Sunday  nights.  Business  meetings  were 
held  on  Sunday  evenings. 

Members  were  encouraged  to  plan  on  attending  the  Associa- 
tional  meeting  that  was  scheduled  to  meet  on  October  6,  at  Johnson 
Church.  "I  would  like  to  see  a  good  delegation  from  this  church 
attend,"  wrote  Reverend  Walker.  October  4th  was  to  be  the  obser- 
vance of  the  Lord's  Supper.  "The  church  is  full  of  willing  people; 
some  are  willing  to  work,  and  others  are  willing  to  let  them,"  observed 
the  pastor. 

The  church  at  Rowan,  like  most  churches  made  every  effort 
to  meet  the  special  spiritual  needs  of  their  congregation  during  these 
war  years  in  a  personal  way.  It  was  necessary  to  try  and  maintain 
things  in  the  church  the  way  that  they  had  always  been.  Constancy  in 
their  church  home  brought  members  closer  together  and  efforts  were 
made  to  make  sure  the  flow  of  daily  worship  continued  as  it  always 
had.  Of  course  the  War  and  all  the  loved  ones  caught  up  in  its  madness 
were  at  the  center  of  every  sermon  and  the  topic  of  every  conversation. 

Many  families  had  more  than  one  son  in  service.  Alvis  and 
Annie  Lee  Clack  had  a  son,  Weldon,  and  two  more  sons,  Harold  and 
Stirling,  in  the  armed  forces  at  the  same  time.  One  was  in  the  Army, 
one  in  the  Marines  and  one  in  Navy  white.  Quite  a  record! 

King  Byrd  and  Jessie  Patrick  Byrd  had  four  children  who 
served  their  country.  Edward  was  in  the  Navy;  Ralph,  the  Merchant 
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Marines  (30  years);  two  step  children,  Clyde  Gardner,  who  served  in 
the  Navy,  and  Mildred  Bibb  who  was  an  Army  Nurse. 

Jimmy  and  Mamie  Yancey,  had  three  stars  in  their  window. 
James,  served  with  the  Army  for  three  years,  and  their  other  two  sons, 
Roy  and  Lonnie  served,  and  served  well.  Lonnie  received  a  Purple 
Heart. 

The  Yancey  family  has  been  part  of  the  history  of  Rowan  for 
many  years.  Lucille  Yancey,  wife  of  Leonard,  has  contributed  a  great 
deal  of  time  and  effort  to  many  positions  in  the  church.  From  the 
Nursery  to  the  Pulpit,  Lucille  and  Leonard  have  worked  hard  over  the 
years,  doing  whatever  it  seems  God  has  planned  for  them. 

The  year  was  1942.  Edward  Walker  was  still  holding  the 
church  at  Rowan  together  with  his  leadership  and  stirring  messages, 
reminding  the  congregation,  "You  are  and  always  will  be  a  child  of 
God."  With  such  reassuring  messages,  those  of  us  at  home  felt  that  the 
warmth  of  Christian  hope  that  we  knew  would  sustain  us  as  we  prayed 
daily  for  our  loved  ones. 

On  March  21,  1943,  the  church  bulletin  had  several  inspiring 
thoughts.  "Nearly  every  means  except  real  Christianity  has  been  tried 
to  get  rid  of  war,  some  day  it  is  hoped  that  it  too  will  be  tried." 

J.S.  Eakes  was  listed  as  the  Bible  School  Superintendent;  G.L. 
Wallace,  Training  Union  Director.  The  congregation  was  reminded 
of  the  upcoming  revival  to  be  held  at  8:45  each  evening  that  week.  The 
visiting  preacher  would  be  Rev.  Bruce  H.  Price,  of  Ashboro,  NC.  G.L. 
Wallace,  (ever  a  leader)  was  conducting  a  study  course  for  adults, 
entitled  "Investment  In  Christian  Living."  Intermediates  would  study, 
"Witnessing  for  Christ,"  taught  by  Mrs.  J.S.  Eakes,  and  the  Juniors 
were  to  study,  "Bible  Heroes"  taught  by  Mrs.  Edward  A.  Walker.  ' 

John  H.  Boone,  Alvin  Malpass,  Ivey  O.  Malpass,  and  J.H. 
Winn  were  added  to  the  Service  Honor  Roll.  They  were  close  to  our 
hearts. 

Reverend  Walker  added  these  words  in  the  bulletin,  words 
that  probably  spoke  the  hearts  of  each  member  of  the  congregation  in 
these  troubling  times. 

"Whereas  the  condition  of  this  world  demands  immediate 
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consideration  on  the  part  of  every  individual,  and  realizing  further- 
more that  practically  every  material  application  has  and  is  being  made 
to  adjust  this  crippling  world  condition  with  but  little  avail  and  that 
God's  word  must  exhort  humanity  to  turn  unto  Christ;  be  it  therefore 
highly  resolved,  that  through  the  grace  of  God  I  will  return  to  Him  and 
Call  upon  God  in  these  terrible  days  of  trouble." 

The  sermon  that  Sunday,  was  entitled,  "The  Way  to  Victory." 

As  a  final  note,  we  see  from  old  records  that  on  June  19, 1 94 1 , 
Reverend  Walker  announced  that  6 1  souls  had  been  added  to  Rowan' s 
rolls.  51  by  profession  of  faith.  They  had  joined,  it  seems,  at  a  recent 
revival  held  at  Rowan  with  the  Rev.  Floyd  Sparks  of  Elizabethtown 
as  the  guest  speaker.  Between  Rev.  Sparks  and  Edward  Walker  one 
of  the  most  stirring  revivals  Rowan  had  ever  witnessed  occurred. 
These  new  members  were  baptized  on  Sunday,  June  22,  at  Kirby's 
Bridge  at  Six  Runs.  This  was  one  of  the  places  Rowan  used  for 
baptisms  until  our  own  Baptistry  was  completed  in  the  50s. 

The  value  of  the  church  property  in  1940  was  listed  as 
$10,000.  The  total  membership  by  1943  was  476.  Mr.  Floyd  Quick 
was  the  treasurer  and  Mrs.  D.J  Boone  was  the  clerk.  Edward  Walker' s 
salary  was  $974.08.  By  1944,  membership  had  jumped  to  496  and 
Rev.  Walker's  salary  had  moved  up  a  digit  or  two.  He  now  received 
$1,200.00.  Total  membership  in  1945,  527.  We  reached  an  all-time 
high  in  membership  in  1948  with  a  grand  total  of  564.  The  value  of 
the  church  property  had  jumped  steadily  to  $12,15.12. 

On  the  local  radio  station  the  raciest  tunes  of  the  moment 
were;  I'll  Always  Remember  the  Forget-Me-Nots  In  Your  Eyes  "  or 
"Don't  Sit  Under  the  Apple  Tree"  which  was  pushing  for  a  hard 
second.  In  New  York's  Time  Square  the  clock  read  12:37  a.m. 
America  was  close  to  hearing  the  news,  D-Day  had  begun. 

One  of  the  bloodiest  battles  of  WWII,  the  Allied  Invasion  of 
Europe  was  ready  to  race  across  the  headlines.  It  was  now  June  6, 
1944.  Rowan  still  had  some  of  her  young  men  caught  up  in  the  pages 
of  this  war. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  June  6  an  invasion  fleet  of  some  4,000 
ships  landed  American  and  British  divisions  on  Normandy  beaches. 
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Casualties  for  the  landing  alone  were  about  40,000.  There  were  no 
inflated  dreams  of  glory  here,  only  a  grim  determination  to  survive. 
The  news  was  not  good.  However,  this  battle  would  prove  to  be  one 
of  the  most  important  turning  points  in  the  war. 

As  Ernie  Pyle,  noted  war  correspondent  observed:  "There  in 
ajumbled  row  for  mile  on  mile  were  soldiers'  packs.  There  were  socks 
and  shoe  polish,  sewing  kits,  diaries,  Bibles,  and  hand-grenades. 
There  were  toothbrushes  and  razors;  there  were  snapshots  of  families 
back  home  staring  up  at  you  from  the  sand."  An  ocean  of  dead  and 
wounded  lay  on  every  side.  Each  man  who  set  foot  on  Normandy 
Beaches  that  day  was  a  hero. 

Our  list  of  heroes  at  Rowan  was  growing. 

Churchhill,  with  his  bulldog  face  and  his  sad  eyes,  had  said  to 
Eisenhower  early  in  1944,  "When  I  think  of  the  beaches  of  Normandy 
choked  with  the  flower  of  American  and  British  youth,  and  when  in 
my  mind's  eye,  I  see  the  tides  running  red  with  their  blood,  I  have  my 
doubts"  he  sighed,  "I  have  my  doubts." 

Rowan  too,  had  her  doubts.  Revivals  were  held  and  atten- 
dance was  at  an  all  time  high.  There  was  a  spirit  of  unity  in  the  church, 
and  prayers  in  the  hearts  of  its  members.  We  knew  we  had  young  men 
and  one  young  woman  in  all  branches  of  the  service,  stationed  in  both 
the  European  and  Pacific  Theaters. 

But  Churchhill  was  also  remembered  for  his  encouragement. 
In  October  of  1940,  after  the  fall  of  France,  Churchhill  had  given  one 
of  his  most  inspiring  speeches.  "Goodnight  then..."  he  had  said, 
"Strength  for  the  morning.  For  the  morning  will  come.  Brightly  it  will 
shine  on  the  brave  and  true,  kindly  on  all  who  suffer  for  the  cause. 
'Vive  La  France'" 

By  nightfall  of  June  6,  1944,  some  155,000  allied  troops, 
carrying  out  an  enormously  complex  operation,  but  slowly  gaining  a 
foothold  through  numerous  acts  of  individual  courage,  breached 
Hitler's  Atlantic  Wall.  It  was  the  beginning  of  the  end  for  Nazi 
Germany.  The  debt  to  the  thousands  who  had  lost  their  lives  to 
Dunkirk  would  be  repaid.  So  strength  for  the  morning  came.  It  came 
at  a  terrible  price,  but  it  came. 
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Finally  it  was  over  and  our  thunderous  united  effort  to  defeat 
the  beast  that  marched  throughout  the  world  was  defeated.  We 
thought  the  nation  was  once  again  at  peace.  Our  young  men  and 
women  were  finally  coming  home.  Peace.  It  didn't  last  long. 

Inchon,  Seol,  the  38th  Parallel,  and  Panmunjom  were  the 
places  named  in  the  morning  papers  now.  And  once  again  the  blood 
of  our  young  would  be  bartered  on  foreign  soil. 


64/History  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church 


R  0  V7AN        BAP  T I S  T        CHURCH 
April      18,      1943. 
Eq«.  A.   WV.lker Pastor 

***************************************************** 

*  THE   WAY   OF   THE   CROSS   LEADS   HOME       * 

*  *  * 
************ ***************** ****** ****************** 

WORSHIP   PROGRAM 
BIBLE   SCHOOL   9: 45  -  J.  s.  Eakes ,  Superintendent 
TRAINING  UNION   7:3C  -  G.  L.  Wallace,  Director 
PRAYER-MEET  DIG   8;00  -  Each  Eriday  Evening 

PREACHING   SERVICE 

1.  Piano  Prelude 

2.  Call  to  Worship  -  ( Responsive  Reading) 

3.  Chorus  -  Tread  Softly . 261 

4.  Invocation 

5.  Hymn  -  — 69 

6.  "Worship  with  Tithes  &  Offering 

7.  Hymn . 54 

8.  Prayer 

9  c  Scripture  Reading  -  Galatians  6;  11  -.18 

10,  Tribute  to  our  Boys  in  Service 

11.  Sermon  -  "Glorying  in  the  Cross" 

12c  Invitation 165 

15o  Loxology 

CALL   TO   'WORSHIP 
Paster:*  I  was  glad  when  they  said  unto  me -Let  us  go 

into  the  house  of  the  Lordc 
people;  The  Lord  is  in  His  Holy  Temple;  let  all  the 

earth  keep  silence  before  Hinu  .--"' 

Pactor;  0  come,  let  us  worship  and  bow  down, let  us 

kneel  before  the  Lord,  our  Maker. 
People;  0  Lord, open  thou  our  lips, and  our  mouth 

shall  show  forth  Thy  praises© 
Paster-.  Seek  ye  the  Lord  while  He  may  be  found,  call 

ye  upon  Him  while  He  is  near. 
People;  Ecr  great  is  the  Lord  and  greatly  to  be 

praised* 


History  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church/65 


CHAPTER  XIII 


THE  LORD  IS  MY  ROCK 

...The  Lord  is  my  rock,  and  my  fortress,  and  my  deliverer; 
my  God,  my  strength,  in  whom  I  will  trust. 

With  the  War  years  (WWII)  finally  behind  them,  membership 
predictions  proved  to  be  true.  With  familiar  faces  returning  and  new 
wives  and  families  being  brought  into  the  church,  Rowan  began  a 
period  of  growth. 

In  July  of  1946,  Rowan  celebrated  Homecoming  Day  -  a  day 
always  looked  forward  to.  Miss  Minnie  Wallace  led  in  the  Prelude  and 
a  Candle  Lighting  service  was  held  for  Adolphus  Mathis,  Lawrence 
Peterson,  James  Owen  Mathis  and  Henry  Merritt,  Jr. 

The  message  was  presented  that  Sunday  by  visiting  minister, 
Roy  O.  McClain,  Mrs.  W.C.  Griffin,  Myrtle  and  Elizabeth  Griffin,  a 
popular  trio  from  Charlotte,  NC,  offered  special  music  along  with  the 
men's  quintet.  Rev.  Emory  Young  gave  an  additional  inspirational 
message.  E.  Sumpter  Morgan  was  the  pastor  during  this  period,  as  he 
had  been  since  1944.  Morgan  would  stay  at  Rowan  until  1947. 
Morgan  was  a  brilliant  man  and  a  talented  speaker.  He  is  remembered 
for  many  things,  his  dedication,  his  lovely  wife,  Helen,  and  the  fact 
that  he  actually  was  Rowan's  first  full-time  pastor.  He  held  services 
twice  every  Sunday,  and  Prayer  Meeting  on  Wednesday  nights. 

Rowan  was  urged  in  1946  to  join  hands  with  her  sister 
churches  in  a  national  Relief  Campaign.  The  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
vention had  voted  in  May  to  put  on  a  campaign  to  immediately  raise 
three  and  a  half  million  dollars  between  then  and  September  30,  for 
the  relief  of  the  millions  of  starving  people  in  the  war-stricken  areas 
of  the  world.  "The  need  is  tragically  urgent"  the  memo  stated.  "What 
can  be  done  must  be  done  quickly  to  save  many  people  from 
starvation."  The  whole  world  it  seems  was  slowly  picking  up  the 
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pieces  and  trying  to  get  on  with  their  lives.  Europe  was  starving  as  was 
much  of  the  Far  East.  As  Americans  we  would  do  our  part,  and  Rowan 
with  her  Baptist  affiliates  would  do  hers. 

As  Baptists  faced  a  new  century  in  their  history  and  as  a  new 
era  in  the  world  dawned  upon  them,  unlimited  doors  of  opportunity 
for  making  the  Gospel  known  to  a  lost  world  were  opened  as  never 
before.  Rowan  encouraged  members  to  "go  forward."  The  challenges 
of  being  a  Christian  were  many,  and  sometimes  difficult,  they  were 
told,  but  with  the  "Lord  as  their  rock"  no  challenge  would  be  too  great. 
We  had  faced  the  enemy  and  it  had  made  us  stronger. 

In  April  1947,  Rowan  had  the  honor  of  being  featured  on  the 
cover  of  the  Biblical  Recorder.  Here  was  our  own  Youth  Choir  in  all 
their  glory.  We  were  in  high  cotton  indeed! 

The  story  was  titled,  "Youth  Choir  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church 
Clinton"  and  the  following  was  recorded: 

"About  a  year  ago  the  young  people  of  Rowan 
Baptist  Church  met  at  the  pastorium  and  organized  the 
Rowan  Youth  Group.  A  constitution  was  drawn  up 
and  adopted,  rigid  rules  for  membership  and  atten- 
dance being  stressed.  The  group  meets  each  Thursday 
evening  at  the  church  for  one  hour's  practice,  after 
which  a  social  hour  is  enjoyed  at  the  pastor's  home. 

The  Rowan  Youth  Group  has  a  threefold  ob- 
jective: training  in  church  music,  training  in  church 
membership,  and  training  in  missionary  endeavor. 
Every  member  of  this  group  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
training  Union  and  the  Young  Women's  Auxiliary  or 
Brotherhood.  Not  only  have  they  contributed  to  the 
spiritual  life  of  the  church  and  community,  but  they 
have  contributed  materially  as  well.  Recently  they 
financed  the  installation  of  Venetian  blinds  in  the 
parsonage  and  contributed  $50  to  the  organ  fund. 

The  Adult  Choir  furnishes  music  on  Sunday 
morning  and  the  Youth  Choir  on  Sunday  evening. 
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When  it  is  necessary  for  the  pastor  to  be  away  on 
Sunday  evening,  they  designate  someone  among  them 
to  be  "Pastor  Morgan"  and  prepare  a  program  which 
is  always  worthwhile  to  take  the  place  of  the  preaching 
service.  On  April  6,  at  7:30  p.m.,  their  first  anniver- 
sary, the  Youth  Choir  presented  a  cantata,  "To  Life, 
Awake." 

Out  of  this  group  of  twenty-four  members, 
seven  will  enter  college  next  fall.  One  young  man 
expects  to  prepare  for  the  ministry  and  three  young 
women  for  full-time  Christian  service." 

The  Youth  Choir  was  directed  by  Mrs.  E.S.  Morgan  and  pastor 
E.S.  Morgan;  Miss  Minnie  Wallace,  accompanist.  Other  members 
included:  Dorothy  Rhodes,  Ernestine  Best,  Hilda  Chestnutt,  Lessie 
Sutton,  Ann  Wynn,  Janet  Sandy,  Doris  Holland  and  Doris  Finn.  Also, 
Loetia  Holland,  Lucille  Ezzell,  Hilda  Boone,  Jean  Warren,  Lois  Best, 
Francis  Tew,  Charles  Tew,  McCray  Woodard,  Joe  Tew,  Leonard 
Yancey,  Ralph  Robinson,  Robert  Hope.  Jessie  Mathis,  Grace,  Florence 
and  Willie  Kerr  Ship  were  also  members. 
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Biblical  Recorder 

Journal  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina 


"iouth  Choir  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church,  Clinton,  N.C. 


Front  ftoir.  left  to  right— Mrs.  K.  S.  Morgan,  director:   K.  S.   Morgan,  pastor:   Miss  Minnie  Wallace,  i mpanist. 

Srmnit  «oir— Dorothy  Rhodes,  Ernestine  r:..st.  Hilda  Chesnutt.  I.essie  Snrton.  Ann  Wynn.  Janet  Sandy.  Doris  Holland. 
Ilolis  Finn. 

Third   Jtoir— T.iM>tln    Hulliiml.    Lucille    Erae'll.    Hilda    R le.  Jean   Warren.   Lois  H.-st.   Francis  Tew. 

ftwrtA  Ron-— Charles  Tew.  MoOray  Woodnrd.  Joe  Tew.  Leonard   Yancey.  Halph  Robinson.  Robert  Hope. 

Jessie  Ma  this.  Ornee  Shipp.  Florence  Sliipp  and  Willie  Kerr  Sbi|i|i  were  absent  on  account  of  Illness  when  the  picture 
was  made. 
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CHAPTER  XIV 


TWO  HUNDRED  YEARS  AND  GROWING 


On  October  30, 1949,  Rowan  celebrated  a  great  milestone,  its 
two  hundredth  anniversary.  This  was  quite  an  event,  and  the  church 
held  a  memorable  dedication  service. 

"I  love  Thy  church,  oh  God! 
Her  walls  before  Thee  stand, 
Dear  as  the  apple  of  Thine  eye, 
And  graven  on  Thy  hand." 

The  Sampson  paper  had  an  article  written  by  Cora  Bass,  long 
time  writer  and  local  historian.  The  event  was  featured  and  appeared 
in  the  November  5,  issue: 

"Rowan  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  located  a  few  miles  east 
of  here,  celebrated  its  bicentennial  anniversary  recently  with  an  all- 
day  program  that  drew  a  crowd  of  several  hundred  people. 

The  morning  sermon  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Edward  A. 
Walker  of  Lexington,  Ky.,  a  former  pastor  at  Rowan. 

The  afternoon  ceremonies  featured  a  reading  of  the  history  of 
the  church  by  Dr.  Roy  R.  McCullough,  the  present  pastor;  experiences 
and  observations  were  presented  by  the  Rev.  J.M.  Page,  Raleigh;  the 
Rev.  N.E.  Gresham,  of  Chinquapin;  the  Rev.  H.G.  Bryant,  Townsville, 
and  the  Rev.  Walker,  all  former  pastors  of  the  church. 

Other  special  guests  appearing  on  the  program  were:  Dr.  L.L. 
Carpenter,  editor  of  the  Biblical  Recorder;  Dr.  M.A.  Huggings  and 
Dr.  Turner. 

This  200-year  old  church  has  a  membership  of  459  members 
and  is  served  by  a  full-time  pastor.  It  has  a  Sunday  School  enrollment 
of  327,  and  its  WMU  has  153  members.  Mrs.  Frank  Wallace  is 
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president  of  the  WMU  and  Roy  Yancey  is  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  School.  Mrs.  Roy  R.  McCullough  and  G.L.  Wallace  are  co- 
directors  of  music,  and  Minnie  Wallace  is  organist. 

The  present  church,  erected  in  1938,  is  a  handsome  brick 
edifice  with  beautiful,  stained  glass  windows.  It  has  a  Hammond 
electric  organ  and  the  exterior  is  most  attractive.  A  grove  of  whisper- 
ing oaks  and  pines  lends  a  note  of  tranquillity  to  the  scene,  and  the 
cemetery,  located  to  the  rear,  appears  to  be  well  kept." 

THE  BIG  FEAST 

"Food  was  served  in  great  abundance  during  the  noon  hour.  Long 
tables  were  piled  high  with  such  edibles  as  roast  pork,  baked  hams, 
barbecue,  roast  beef,  fried  chicken,  baked  chicken,  stuffed  sausages, 
huge  bowls  of  various  salads,  the  fanciest  pickles  and  preserves  to  be 
found  and  just  about  every  kind  of  cake;  pies  and  cookies.  The  ladies 
had  outdone  themselves.  Great  jugs  of  sweet-milk  and  buttermilk, 
iced  tea  and  hot  coffee  filled  a  separate  table." 

Mrs.  Cora  also  related  the  church  history  in  the  paper  from 
1749  to  the  present  date. 

Shaking  hands  that  day  with  hundreds  was  W.T.  Robinson 
and  Mrs.  Berta  Peterson,  the  oldest  active  members.  Their  memories 
were  of  times  past  when  there  were  only  horses  and  carts  to  carry  you 
to  church.  Their  presence  and  many  like  them  have  led  the  church 
onward  for  many  years. 

Also  on  that  memorable  Sunday  was  a  picture  of  a  10  year  old, 
tow-haired  young  man.  His  name  was  Richard  Sessoms  and  he  had 
joined  the  church  two  weeks  before  the  celebration.  The  young  and 
the  old,  this  was  always  Rowan's  heritage. 

The  message  that  day  concluded  with  this  thought: 
"Rowan  now  stands  on  the  threshold  of  her 

second  hundred  years  of  service  to  the  Kingdom  of 

God  and  this  community.  This  same  fortitude  and 

courage  which  endowed  those  brave  men  and  women 
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of  two  hundred  years  ago  must  be  demonstrated  by  us 
who  are  the  benefactors  of  this  rich  heritage  be- 
queathed to  us.  The  challenge  is  ours  to  make  the 
second  hundred  years  as  vital  and  worthwhile  as  the 
century  just  passed.  With  God's  help,  we  will  face  this 
challenge.' 

1952 

In  March  of  1952,  the  church  was  still  growing  and  had  well 
attended  morning  services,  training  union  at  6:30,  and  evening 
worship  at  7:30  p.m. 

The  outstanding  memory  of  one  Sunday  in  March  of  '52  was 
the  letter  of  resignation  presented  by  Reverend  Roy  McCulloch  who 
announced  his  leaving. 

THE    BULLETIN     READ: 

Dear  fellow-Christians: 

Having  been  led,  as  I  believe,  to  accept  the  pastorate  of  Mt. 
Carmel  Baptist  Church,  in  Asheville,  NC,  I  now  present  to  you  my 
resignation  as  your  pastor.  I  desire  that  the  resignation  become 
effective  March  15,  1952. 

I  thank  God  for  you  all  and  for  your  response  to  my  ministry. 
Mrs.  McCulloch  and  I  have  again  and  again  been  made  profoundly 
grateful  to  God  as  we  have  observed  Christian  growth  and  develop- 
ment in  individuals  and  families  and  have  seen  what  we  believe  to  be 
genuine  improvement  in  the  spirit  and  life  of  the  church  as  a  whole. 

As  my  ministry  here  comes  to  a  close,  please  allow  me  to 
interpret  my  own  feelings.  I  leave  you  to  lead  another  rural  church  in 
its  development  and  in  meeting  its  growing  and  magnificent  oppor- 
tunity. 

Let  no  one  underrate  you  to  yourselves  or  to  others.  In  the 
words  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  "I  am  jealous  over  you  with  a  godly 
jealousy."  Again  I  use  Paul's  words.  You  are  "my  joy  and  crown.  We 
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are  yours  forever  in  the  love  of  Christ.  It  is  our  expectations  that  our 
dreams  for  Rowan  be  realized  without  serious  delay. 
Sincerely  yours,  Roy  R.  McCulloch. 

Another  era  had  come  to  an  end. 

The  ministry  of  Rowan  of  course,  would  still  move  forward, 
though  McCulloch  was  much  missed.  And  very  soon  Millard  Johnson 
and  his  'whirl-wind'  Christian  wife,  Katie,  and  their  three  daughters 
would  enter  the  scene,  and  their  ministry  would  continue  to  lead 
Rowan  onward  for  many  fruitful  years  to  come. 
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The  lop  pholo  shows  part  of  the  crowd  that  attanded  the  200th 
anniversary  celebration  of  Rowan  Missionary  Baptist  Church  in 
Sampson  County.  In  the  lower  photo  are  W.  T.  Robinson  and  Mrs. 
Bertha  Peterson,  Rowan's  oldest  members  in  point  of  membership, 
and  Richard  Sessoms,  10.  the  youngest.  Richard  joined  the  church 
two  weeks  before  the  celebration. 


76/History  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church 


CHAPTER  XV 


THE  JOHNSON  MINISTRY 

With  his  work  clearly  before  him,  Rev.  Millard  Johnson,  his 
wife,  Katie,  and  their  three  daughters  arrived  when  he  was  asked  to 
be  Rowan's  minister  in  1952. 

The  new  pastor  came  with  a  determination  to  replace  what  was 
broken,  repair  what  was  damaged  and  to  put  all  the  working  parts  back 
into  full  service  and  moving  in  a  common  direction  as  soon  as 
possible.  In  addition  to  the  normal  strengths  desired  in  a  minister,  Rev. 
Johnson's  gifts  and  graces  included  a  strong  sense  of  community 
involvement,  a  sound  organizational  and  business  sense,  and  a 
personality  that  allowed  him  to  identify  with  any  segment  of  the 
congregation.  He  enjoyed  instant  acceptance,  and  through  his  efforts 
and  those  of  his  dedicated  wife,  new  life  was  infused  into  many  of  the 
ongoing  activities.  Working  closely  with  the  councils,  new  programs 
were  envisioned  that  would  maximize  congregational  involvement. 
New  ideas  were  put  into  motion,  and  Rev.  Johnson's  style  allowed 
group  leadership  to  function  to  its  fullest. 

Millard  and  Katie  Johnson  and  their  three  girls,  moved  into  the 
pastorium  that  had  been  built  around  1929  or  '30,  on  a  lot  that  had 
been  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Peterson,  located  on  Highway  421. 
Much  of  the  actual  building  had  been  done  by  former  Pastor,  W.R. 
Beach  and  his  wife.  Other  pastors  who  lived  in  this  house  were  Bryant, 
Chamblee,  Walker,  Morgan,  McCullock  and  finally  Johnson.  "You 
could  see  through  the  cracks  in  the  floor"  recalled  Mrs.  Katie,  "but  it 
was  home  and  we  loved  it."  However,  it  was  evident  that  something 
had  to  be  done.  So  in  1 959  the  Johnsons  moved  into  the  new  pastorium 
at  202  Reedsford  Road. 

More  changes  came  about  during  the  Johnson  ministry;  the 
educational  plant  was  replaced  in  1953,  with  L.C.  Boney  as  contrac- 
tor. Redecoration  and  carpeting  in  the  sanctuary,  central  heat  and  air 
conditioning,  paving  of  parking  areas  was  undertaken  and  completed 
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during  1962-64.  The  massive  oaks  and  whispering  pines  that  were,  for 
two  hundred  years,  shade  for  fellowship  among  the  members  after 
Sunday  worship  remain  in  the  memory  of  some  members,  soon,  from 
necessity,  they  would  fall  to  the  ax.  The  church  bell  had  been  missing 
since  the  erection  of  the  brick  building  in  1937,  so  in  1971,  the 
congregation  voted  to  rebuild  the  front  porch  and  add  a  steeple  with 
an  electrically  controlled  bell. 

Special  emphasis  was  placed  on  youth  fellowship  and  toward 
meeting  the  specific  needs  in  both  direction  and  guidance. 

The  building  fund  payment  was  $2,700.00  the  year  of  1954. 
The  October  10,  1954  Sunday  bulletin  noted  this  fact  along  with  the 
hope  to  meet  a  loftier  goal  of  $4,000.00. 

The  Deaconship  of  the  church  for  that  year  was;  J.B.  Boone, 
James  Yancey,  Charles  Malpass,  Seaton  Gale,  Henry  Robinson,  J.P. 
Daughtry,  Ralph  Robinson,  R.H.  Hairr,  Frank  Wallace,  Gilbert 
Chestnutt,  L.C.  Wilson,  and  Joe  Tew. 

Thanks  were  given  to  the  congregation  for  all  the  hard  work 
they  had  done  in  preparing  for  the  Associational  Meeting  which  was 
held  the  Tuesday  before  at  Rowan. 

Congratulations  were  in  order  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.J.  Sutton  on 
the  arrival  of  their  new  baby  boy. 

Katie  and  Millard  Johnson  proceeded  to  conduct  a  ministry 
that  would  live  long  after  them.  And  Rowan  prospered,  and  grew. 

Also,  in  1954  we  know  that  Rowan  hosted  the  October  5th 
Eastern  Associational  meeting. 

Messengers  to  the  Association  were:  W.J.  Robinson,  S.T. 
Wallace,  Mrs.  McCray  Woodard;  and  the  alternates  were;  Mrs. 
Richard  Hairr,  Ingrham  Baggett  and  his  wife.  Millard  Johnson  was 
the  pastor  and  D.J.  Boone  was  the  Church  Clerk. 

Thirteen  baptisms  were  reported  for  that  year  and  8  additions. 
Eight  were  lost  by  death,  transfer,  etc.  The  total  resident  members 
were  377,  total  non-resident  members  106,  and  the  grand  total  of 
present  members  were,  483;  248  of  those  were  male  and  235  were 
female.  There  were  90  tithers,  one  revival  had  been  held  that  year,  and 
the  pastor's  salary  was  $3,500.00.  The  value  of  the  parsonage  was 
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noted  to  be  $8,000.00  and  the  total  value  of  all  the  church  property 
(including  parsonage)  was  $75,000.  The  debt  was  $18,000. 

We  had  many  organizations:  W.M.S.  84,  G.A.,  29  Sunbeams, 
10,  for  a  total  of  123.  Sunday  School  enrolment  was  419,  Vacation 
Bible  School,  179,  Training  Union,  128,  W.M.U.  123.  That  year 
$1,332.29  dollars  were  sent  to  Missions  and  total  gifts  for  all  pur- 
poses, amounted  to  $31,348.69.  The  Cradle  Roll  had  45,  Nursery,  8, 
Beginners  (4-5)  31,  Primaries  (6-8)  52,  Juniors  (9-12)  28,  Intermedi- 
ates (13-16)  26,  Young  People  (17-24)  22,  Adults  (25  years  and  up) 
165. 

Mr.  James  R.  Tew  was  the  Sunday  School  Superintendent. 
Mrs.  Elbert  Quick  was  the  Training  Union  Director,  and  Mrs.  Frank 
Wallace  was  the  W.M.U.  Director.  Mr.  Joseph  Warren  and  Mrs. 
Lessie  Byrd  died  that  year. 

Frank  Wallace  was  the  Treasurer,  and  the  total  receipts  for  the 
year  were  listed  at  $20,790.68.  Mrs.  D.J.  Boone  was  the  Church 
Clerk.  Minnie  Woodard  was  the  Organist  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
Missions  was  Mrs.  A.S.  Clack.  This  was  also  the  year  that  we 
completed  the  new  educational  building.  The  next  Associational 
Meeting  was  scheduled  to  be  held  at  Sharon  Baptist  Church,  Beulaville, 
October  5,  1955. 
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CHAPTER  XVI 


GLANCING  AT  THE  SIXTIES 

On  Sunday,  November  30,  1958,  Millard  Johnson,  Rowan's 
busy  minister,  hosted  Homecoming  and  Dedication  Day  Services  at 
Rowan. 

J.B.  Boone  gave  the  invocation,  and  Rev.  Johnson  welcomed 
the  great  crowd  of  people  who  had  come  to  rejoice  in  another 
homecoming.  Rev.  U.A.  McManus  offered  the  prayer  and  a  solo, 
"Bless  This  House"  was  sweetly  sung  by  Kay  Elizabeth  Johnson. 

Rev.  Johnson  introduced  the  guest  speaker,  Dr.  Roy  R. 
McCulloch,  a  favorite  son  of  Rowan,  who  had  been  minister  here 
from  1947-1952. 

The  flowers  that  Sunday  were  placed  in  the  sanctuary  by  the 
choir  in  memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Peterson.  Flowers  were  placed 
in  the  Young  People's  Department  by  J.B.  Boon  in  memory  of  Mr. 
Jerry  M.  Boone.  Flowers  were  placed  in  the  Intermediate  Department 
by  the  Denton  children  in  memory  of  Mr.  C.L.  Denton. 

Flowers  were  also  placed  that  day  in  the  Junior  Department  by 
Kersey  family  in  memory  of  Calvin  Kersey. 

The  Building  Committee  members  were:  J.P.  Daughtry,  Gil- 
bert Chestnutt,  L.C.  Wilson,  R.H.  Hairr,  and  Morgan  Foster. 

The  Finance  Committee  members  were:  L.C.  Wilson,  R.A. 
Tew,  Thomas  Boone,  Alton  Carr,  Mrs.  Fannie  Peterson,  Mrs.  O.F. 
Malpass,  S.T.  Wallace,  W.T.  Robinson,  W.S.  Eakes  and  Mrs.  Berta 
Peterson. 

MEMORIALS: 

Heating  plant  in  Educational  Building  was  in  memory  of  Mr. 
Floyd  Quick  by  his  family. 

Heating  plant  in  the  Sanctuary  was  in  memory  of  Mr.  D.A. 
Byrd  by  his  wife,  and  Janie  Chestnutt. 
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Baptistry  was  in  memory  of  Mr.  William  Peterson  by  his 
family. 

There  were  a  few  there  that  day  that  remembered  when 
baptisms  (before  the  baptistry  was  included  in  a  sanctuary  renovation 
project)  were  held  in  Kelly's  Millpond,  (bought  in  the  mid-forties  by 
Lonnie  Chestnutt  and  named  Chestnutt's  Pond). 

Rev.  Johnson  was  leading  the  congregation  with  a  firm  hand 
and  a  strong  faith,  and  the  church  was  flourishing. 

THE  SIXTIES 

The  young  John  Kennedy  was  president  instead  of  daddy 
Eisenhower,  and  people  were  beginning  to  think  anything  was 
possible.  James  Bond  movies  for  those  that  liked  the  movies,  were  all 
the  rage,  but  his  adventures  in  the  movies  seemed  only  a  little  more 
daring  than  what  was  happening  in  real  life:  civil  rights  uprisings  in 
the  South,  a  massive  demonstration  in  Washington,  D.C.  in  late 
summer.  The  so-called,  silent  generation  had  slipped  gently  into  their 
preordained  world  of  split  levels  and  diapers.  But  some  had  joined  the 
new,  younger  people  and  become  vocal.  The  world  was  indeed 
becoming  smaller.  And  even  Baptist  Churches  in  rural  communities 
were  affected  by  the  harshness  of  the  sixties. 

In  the  early  months  of  1960,  Kennedy  entered  and  won  seven 
primary  elections  across  the  nation.  At  the  1960  Democratic  conven- 
tion in  Los  Angeles,  he  received  his  party's  nomination  on  the  first 
ballot. 

As  Kennedy  took  office,  cold-war  tensions  between  Commu- 
nist and  Western  nations  increased.  Communist  forces  rushed  into 
Laos  and  threatened  South  Vietnam.  The  new  president  pledged 
strong  efforts  to  halt  the  spread  of  Communism.  As  one  step  toward 
this  end,  he  created  a  peace  Crops  of  young  American  men  and  women 
to  work  in  underdeveloped  countries. 

The  space  race  was  beginning.  Russia  had  successfully 
launched  the  first  man  into  outer  space  in  April  1961 ;  Kennedy  asked 
for  a  greatly  increased  budget  for  space  research.  The  first  United 
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States  manned  spaceflight  was  in  May.  John  H.  Glenn,  Jr.,  astronaut, 
was  honored  at  Cape  Canaveral,  Florida.  America  was  now  officially 
part  of  the  universe.  American  was  also  poised  to  enter  yet  another 
war. 

Kennedy's  plans  for  the  future  would  end  on  an  ordinary  day 
in  Texas,  a  sniper  bullet  would  take  the  life  of  the  youngest  man  to 
ever  hold  the  office  of  president.  Camelot  would  fade.  Lindon 
Johnson  would  be  sworn  in  as  president,  more  assassinations  would 
follow,  and  our  young  men  would  find  themselves  caught  up  in  a  war 
that  at  first  nobody  called  a  war,  their  blood  would  be  shed  in  Vietnam. 

At  Rowan,  good  people,  puzzled  by  this  cold  wave  of  murders 
in  the  sixties,  prayed  and  worshipped  together,  knowing  their  com- 
mon denominator  was  God.  Services  were  held  as  usual.  And  on 
November,  1965,  the  annual  Girl's  Auxiliary  Coronation  Service, 
"the  Light  of  the  world"  was  held. 

The  GA's,  as  they  are  called,  have  always  been  an  important 
part  of  a  young  lady's  Christian  training  in  the  Baptist  church,  as  were 
the  RA's  for  the  young  men. 

The  organist  for  the  occasion  was  Mrs.  Ralph  Robinson,  who 
had  been  faithful  to  her  task  since  1 952.  Director:  Mrs.  Jarvis  Beaman. 
Mrs.  James  Yancey  and  Mrs.  Milton  Carr  were  the  Counselors.  The 
Intermediate  GA  Counselors  (#1)  were  Mrs.  J.D.  (Emma  Ann) 
Chambers  and  Edna  Merritt.  The  Intermediate  Counselors  (#2)  were 
Mrs.  Almond  Strickland  and  Mrs.  Alton  Carr.  Mrs.  J.P.  Daughtry, 
Mrs.  R.A.  Tew  and  Mrs.  A.S.  Clack  made  up  the  Reviewing  Council. 
The  "Sponsoring  Circles"  Worth  Grant,  Rose  Walker,  Beach  Peterson, 
Mitchel  Ray,  Rosa  Carlye.  The  trumpeter  for  the  evening  was  Quincy 
Edgerton.  Crown  Bearers:  Joy  Robinson,  Sherrie  Matthis,  Dwight 
Matthis. 

Mrs.  O.  F.  Malpass  sang  a  solo,  "The  Light  of  the  World."  The 
scripture  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Jarvis  Beaman.  The  Processional  of 
Maidens:  Debbie  Shipp,  Belinda  Rackley,  Lynn  Beaman,  Donna 
Pope,  Peggy  Kirk  Robinson  and  Judy  Colwell.  The  Processional  of 
Ladies-in-Waiting:  Frankie  Shipp,  Ann  Malpass,  Linda  Harris,  Jerrie 
Susan  Foster  and  Sharon  Tew.  Gay  McLamb,  Debra  Beaman  and 
Debbie  Merrit  led  the  Processional  of  Princesses.  The  Queens  that 
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year:  Brenda  Jo  Tew,  Barbara  Harris  and  Glenda  Strickland.  Good 
and  faithful,  dedicated  leaders  have  been  the  backbone  of  the  GA's  for 
all  the  years  they  have  been  established  at  Rowan. 

So  the  sixties  and  their  turmoil  whirled  around  Rowan  and  its 
congregation,  but  still  there  was  growth  and  as  always  our  eyes  were 
on  the  cross. 

Meanwhile  Rowan  was  making  plans  for  another  Homecom- 
ing Day  on  the  first  Sunday  in  November  which  was  November  2nd. 
Correspondence  from  Rev.  W.E.  Pope  indicated  he  had  arranged  his 
schedule  in  order  that  he  might  be  there  to  attend  the  services.  Rev. 
Pope  was  a  pastor  at  Statesville,  N.C.  He  would  be  responsible  for  the 
Welcome  and  Response  along  with  Tommy  Denton,  one  of  our  young 
men  who  would  indeed  make  us  proud.  Tommy,  always  an  asset  to  the 
church,  grew  and  nurtured  and  eventually  went  successfully  into  the 
ministry. 

Jo  (Mrs.  Ralph)  Robinson  was  the  organist  and  Millard 
Johnson  was  still  our  spiritual  leader.  Rev.  E.S.  Morgan  joined  us  that 
Sunday.  He  had  been  pastor  of  Rowan  from  1944-1947.  Reverend 
Milton  Boone  delivered  the  sermon,  and  Rev.  Chamblee,  former 
pastor  at  Rowan  (1938-40),  gave  the  benediction. 

It  was  also  recorded  in  the  bulletin  that  former  pastor,  Dr.  R.R. 
McCulloch  and  Mrs.  McCulloch  send  greetings.  They  lived  in  Kerrville, 
Texas.  He  was  pastor  from  1947-1952.  The  flowers  in  the  sanctuary 
that  day  were  in  memory  of  the  members  who  had  departed  this  life 
since  our  last  Homecoming  Day,  November  30,  1958. 

An  afternoon  service  was  planned  at  1:30.  Tommy  Denton 
would  direct  the  program  planned  for  the  youth.  The  focal  point  was 
a  timely  film,  "L.S.D:  Insight  or  Insanity?" 

The  afternoon  program  was  planned  to  give  the  youth  a 
chance  to  feel  their  own  particular  importance  in  the  scheme  of  things 
in  this  turbulent  era.  Rowan  has  always  focused  on  her  youth, 
knowing  that  our  future  would  someday  be  in  their  hands. 

Many  Homecomings  have  come  and  gone  and  many  would 
come  after.  But  the  Homecoming  in  1969  was  the  last  one  of  the 
sixties  and  many  old  friends  shared  a  special  time  in  the  events  of  the 
day. 
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CHAPTER  XVII 


THE  BEAT  OF  THE  SEVENTIES 

Great  men  are  not  always  wise:  neither  do  the  aged 
understand  judgement.  -  Job  (32:  9) 

A  few  uncertain  years  had  passed  since  the  upheavals  of  the 
late  sixties.  People  felt  older;  certainly  disillusioned,  more  conserva- 
tive, a  bit  cynical.  On  the  other  hand,  they  felt  stronger. 

The  Watergate  hearings  drug  on  and  on  as  the  mystery  slowly 
unraveled.  We  shook  our  heads  in  disbelief  at  the  shocking  state  of 
affairs  in  our  nation's  capital. 

The  last  soldiers  left  Vietnam.  The  women's  movement 
gathered  steam  and  became  an  established  fact.  People  entertained 
more  at  home.  There  seemed  to  be  a  drawing-in.  Seeing  the  world  in 
such  disorder,  they  set  about  setting  their  own  corners,  their  own 
houses  in  order,  and  the  security  of  the  family  and  the  church  became 
more  important  than  ever  before. 

As  the  congregation  and  facilities  had  grown,  church  pro- 
grams were  actively  working  to  take  advantage  of  the  church's 
enhanced  capacity  to  serve  the  surrounding  community  and  concen- 
trated efforts  were  made  to  enlarge  the  membership  of  the  Mission 
groups. 

The  Director  of  the  W.M.U.  1970-71  was  Lucille  Yancey; 
Secretary,  Mrs.  Lillian  Pope;  Study  Chairman;  Mrs.  Hubert  Peterson; 
Activities  Chairman,  Mrs.  O.F.  Malpass.  The  Mission  Study  Group- 
Leader  was  Mrs.  C.E.  Colwell;  Mission  Prayer  Group  Leader,  Mary 
Edgerton;  Mission  Action  Group  Leader,  Mrs.  Pearl  Chestnutt,  and 
the  Girl's  Auxiliary  Director;  Mrs.  Jarvis  Beaman. 

Emma  Anne  Chambers  and  Mrs.  Alton  Carr  were  in  charge  of 
the  Acteens,  age  12  through  17.  The  GA's  (age  6-11)  were  under  the 
leadership  of  Mrs.  Gaston  Rackley  and  Mrs.  Milton  Carr.  Mrs. 
Charles  Malpass  and  Mrs.  John  Yancey  were  responsible  for  the 
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"Mission  Friends"  ages  3,  4  and  5.  Every  able-bodied  member  was 
encouraged  to  work  to  keep  Rowan  growing  and  a  vital  part  of  the 
community. 

Once  again  on  October  15,  1972,  Rowan  observed  another 
Homecoming.  The  church  was  then  223  years  old,  had  seen  the  birth 
of  the  nation  in  1776,  survived  the  Revolutionary  War,  Sherman's 
Army  of  Occupation,  The  Spanish  American  War,  two  World- Wars 
and  the  Korean  Conflict  -  Vietnam  was  still  in  the  wings. 

The  existing  church  was  the  fifth  actual  building  Rowan  had 
owned,  and  it  had  recently  been  given  a  new  facade,  a  new  roof,  a 
steeple  and  a  bell  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $  1 3,000.  Millard  Johnson 
had  been  pastor  for  20  years. 

"Welcome  to  Rowan!"  the  Homecoming  Day  bulletin  an- 
nounced. This  is  your  Father's  house,  where  you  will  find  a  warm 
fellowship  created  by  our  common  love  for  the  Savior  and  our  desire 
to  serve  Him.  Our  pastor  is  happiest  when  he  is  serving.  If  he  can  be 
of  any  assistance  to  you  who  need  him,  he  is  at  your  call. 

Mrs.  Glen  Hairr  was  the  organist,  Frank  Wallace  and  James  E. 
Yancey  gave  the  Welcome  and  Response.  Mrs.  Lucille  Yancey 
offered  a  reading  of  the  church  history.  M.M.  Woodard  introduced 
Rev.  E.S.  Morgan  -  former  Rowan  pastor  (1944-47)  who  delivered 
the  message. 

There  was  also  an  afternoon  service  on  that  October  15th 
Homecoming. 

This  service  began  at  1 :  30  and  was  done  actually  on  a  regular 
basis  some  years  ago. 

There  was  a  hushed  prelude  by  Minnie  Woodard  and  her 
magic  fingers  at  the  piano.  Minnie  brought  joy  to  so  many  with  her 
musical  talents.  A  warm  welcome  was  extended  by  C.E.  Colwell  and 
the  invocation  was  given  by  Roy  Yancey. 

The  Youth  Choir,  with  their  lively  young  faces,  filled  the  choir 
loft  like  sunshine.  There  they  were:  Kirk  Robinson,  Joy  Robinson, 
David  Edgerton,  Trent  Yancey.  Debra  Beaman,  with  her  lovely  voice, 
sang  a  solo  and  led  the  'Congregational-Sing- Along.' 

The  message  that  day  was  delivered  by  one  of  Rowan's 


86/History  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church 


favorite  sons,  Rev.  Tommy  Denton,  who  had  just  received  his 
Ordination  and  was  working  as  the  Associate  Pastor  at  Lakeside 
Baptist  Church  in  Rocky  Mount.  He  had  graduated  from  the  South- 
eastern Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Wake  Forest  and  was  on  his 
way  to  his  next  challenge,  Doctorate  of  Ministry  ( 1 972-74).  Tommy's 
parents  were  Ruth  and  Waylon  Denton,  long  time  members  of 
Rowan.  The  Denton  family  had  been  among  the  early  founders  of  the 
church.  Rowan  had  watched  with  pride,  as  young  Tommy  took  on 
responsibility  after  responsibility  as  he  grew  and  developed  his 
religious  talents  at  Rowan.  Tommy  and  his  brother  David  could  be 
seen  even  as  little  fellows,  sitting  on  the  front  row  with  Ruth  and 
Waylon  keeping  a  watchful  eye  on  their  manners. 

Members  were  reminded  that  Sunday  of  the  World  Mission 
Conference  which  began  in  Rowan  at  7:30  that  evening  and  would 
continue  each  night  through  Wednesday.  This  was  a  great  opportunity 
for  the  congregation  to  hear  a  different  Missionary  Speaker  each 
Right. 

Also  the  Baptist  Women's  Day  of  Prayer  was  scheduled  to  be 
held  November  6,  1972. 

All  these  bits  and  pieces  of  fellowships  with  its  emphasis  on 
youth,  Homecoming,  prayer  and  missionary  experiences  -  weaved 
God's  spell  of  unity  throughout  Rowan,  and  it  was  good. 

The  congregation,  under  the  direction  of  Millard  M.  Johnson, 
prepared  on  that  October  Homecoming  another  day  of  rejoicing  and 
greeting  old  friends  and  new,  and  of  course,  our  Baptist  traditional, 
"Dinner  on  the  Grounds." 


With  the  ancient  is  wisdom;  and  in  length  of  days 
understanding.   -  Job  12:2 

Twenty  three  years  after  Reverend  Millard  Johnson  and  his 
wife  Katie,  and  three  girls  had  brought  their  talents  into  Rowan 
Baptist  Church,  he  would  leave.  November  10,  1974  marked  the  end 
of  his  leadership  in  Rowan.  And  he  would  be  leaving  behind  some 
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extremely  hard  shoes  to  fill. 

Millard  and  Katie  had  spent  over  two  decades  working  and 
building  the  church  and  congregation  at  Rowan.  He  enabled  God's 
ship  to  sail  smoothly  for  many  years.  The  contributions  of  Millard 
Johnson  and  his  wonderful  family  could  never  be  covered  in  a  few 
paragraphs.  He  was  a  man  of  integrity  and  faith  and  under  his 
guidance  Rowan  prospered  and  grew.  God  always  kept  His  hand 
firmly  on  Millard's  shoulder.  It  was  once  again,  the  end  of  an  era. 

In  1975  D.  Dana  Scrivner  was  called  as  minister  to  Rowan. 

Dana  would  play  a  large  part  in  organizing  the  celebration  for 
the  Bicentennial  year's  Homecoming  service,  a  project  he  worked  on 
diligently. 

Mrs.  Annie  Lee  Clack  and  Mr.  Alvis  S.  Clack,  long  time 
backbones  of  the  church,  would  celebrate  their  fiftieth  wedding 
anniversary  in  '76.  And  Annie  Lee  would  be  featured  in  a  newspaper 
story  in  the  Sampson  Independent,  telling  the  secret  the  church 
already  knew.  This  21 -year  veteran  of  the  dietary  department  at 
Sampson  Memorial  Hospital  makes  "delicious  cookies."  She  had 
shared  this  recipe  on  various  occasions  at  Rowan.  This  time  they  won 
first  prize  in  the  Pomona  Grange  Cooking  Contest. 

On  October  3,  1976,  Rowan  celebrated  her  Bicentennial 
Homecoming  Service. 

Minnie  Woodard  was  the  Pianist,  and  Judy  Hairr  was  faith- 
fully at  her  place  at  the  organ.  Jo  Robinson,  so  multi-talented,  was 
Choir  Director. 

Henry  Burton  and  Charles  F.  Lane  gave  the  "Call  to  Wor- 
ship." 

The  featured  hymn  that  day  was  "God  of  Our  Fathers."  Daniel 
C.  Roberts,  a  clergyman  in  an  obscure  little  village  in  Vermont,  had 
written  the  words  to  this  hymn  in  1 876  to  celebrate  the  centennial  of 
the  nation.  So  it  was  well  matched  to  Rowan's  1976  anniversary. 

Welcome  and  Response  were  conducted  by  C.  Ed  Col  well  and 
Monroe  Robinson.  Rev.  Clyde  Davis  introduced  the  guest  minister, 
Reverend  Woodrow  Hill. 

An  afternoon  program  at  1:30  was  conducted  by  Rev.  Clyde 
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Davis.  There  were  two  solos  that  day:  one  by  the  charming  Joy 
Robinson  and  one  by  J.D.  Chambers. 

In  the  reading  of  the  history  that  day,  it  was  noted  that  Rowan 
had  ordained  six  ministers  from  her  humble  beginnings:  Fleet  Cooper 
1785;  Joshua  Sikes  1790;  H.L.Duncan  1875;  Ellis  Pope  1947;Milton 
Boone  1950  and  Tommy  Denton  1973. 

For  many  years,  the  first  Sunday  in  October  has  been  known 
as  Building  Fund  Day  at  Rowan.  Members  were  encouraged  to 
remember  the  importance  of  tithing  and  special  contributions  to  the 
building  fund.  On  that  Sunday,  in  1976,  the  balance  in  the  fund  was 
$29,197.47. 

God's  grace  was  always  irresistible. 

In  January  of  1979,  Gwenn  McCormick  was  the  Interim 
Pastor.  Bob  Dale  and  Maurice  Cooper  had  offered  their  pastoral  care 
following  the  months  after  the  departure  of  Rev.  Dana  Scrivner. 

That  same  month,  Rev.  Michael  Shook,  his  wife  Barbara  and 
children  Holly,  Brad  and  Edward,  made  plans  to  move  into  the  freshly 
prepared  pastorium  on  Reedsford  Road.  Rev.  Shook  began  his 
preaching  ministry  on  the  next  Sunday  morning.  In  the  evening 
services  he  continued  the  January  Bible  Study,  begun  earlier  that 
month  by  Dr.  McCormick. 

Rev.  Shook  would  contribute  much  to  the  ministry  at  Rowan 
and  we  stood  back  and  watched  his  family  flourish  and  grow  for  the 
next  ten  years.  There  was  a  splendid  period  of  spiritual  harmony  under 
his  excellent  leadership.  He  was  a  friend  and  a  leader.  Rev.  Shook 
would  leave  us  in  1989. 

On  October  14,  1979,  Rowan  would  celebrate  her  230th 
Anniversary  and  Homecoming  Day  combined.  The  message  that 
Sunday  was  delivered  by  our  guest  minister,  Dr.  Blackmore.  Our 
Organist  was  Judy  Hairr  and  Jo  Robinson  was  the  Music  Director. 
Both  of  these  ladies  could  always  be  depended  upon  to  offer  their 
talents  whenever  needed.  Today,  1999,  Jo  Robinson  is  still  at  the 
piano  and  Judy  still  makes  the  old  organ  come  alive. 

A  fall  revival  was  scheduled  for  that  October  and  Rev. 
Anthony  Gurganus  would  be  the  guest  speaker.  The  guidance  of  Rev. 
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Gurganus  at  this  revival,  and  the  revival  itself  would  long  be  remem- 
bered as  one  of  the  most  'soul-searching.' 

The  deacons  for  1979-80  were:  Donald  Pope,  Cmn.  Ralph 
Robinson,  Secretary,  Oscar  Clarke,  Vice  Chmn.  James  Yancey,  R.H. 
Hairr,  Sr.,  James  T.  Marshburn,  Ernest  Carter,  William  Cottle,  Harold 
Bradshaw,  Weldon  Clack,  John  Yancey,  and  Lacy  Raynor. 


jSjoniccomirtg  plan 


OCTOBER  15,  1972 
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Welcome  to  Rowan!!!  This  is  your  Father's  house,  where  you  will  find 
a  warm  fellowship  created  by  our  common  love  for  the  Savior  and  our 
desire  to  serve  Him.  Our  pastor  is  happiest  when  he  is  serving.  If  he  can  be 
of  any  assistance  to  you  who  need  him,  he  is  at  your  call. 


JRotuan   jSapttst   (Hrjurclj 

Clinton,  North  Carolina 
MILLARD  M.  JOHNSON,  PASTOR 
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Sampson  Independent,  Clinton,  N.  C,  Tues.,  June  12, 197^-5 .  j_ 
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Mrs.  Clack's  Crisp  Cookies 

Mrs.  Annie  Lee  Clack,  21-year  Hospital,  makes  these  delicious 
veteran  of  the  dietary  depart-  crunchy  cookies.  They  won  first 
ment    at    Sampson    Memorial      prize    in    the    recent    Pomona 


Grange    in    Clinton,    and    she 
shares  this  recipe. 

Crisp  Crunchy  Cookies 

One  stick  of  butter 
One  stick  of  margarine 
One  cup  sugar 
One  egg,  separated 
Two  teaspoons  vanilla 
Two  cups  flour,  sifted 
One  half  cup  nuts,   finely 
chopped 

Cream  butter,  margarine, 
and  sugar.  Add  egg  yolk,  stir  in 
vanilla  and  flour.  Beat  well. 

Spread  thin  on  cookie  sheet. 
Brush  top  with  beaten  egg 
white,  sprinkle  with  nuts.  Cook 
at  300  degrees  until  golden 
brown.  Cut  in  squares  while  hot 
and  remove  from  cookie  sheet. 
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CHAPTER  XVffl 


DAWNING  OF  THE  90's 

In  1990  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Richard  Moretz  and  their  three 
daughters  moved  into  the  parsonage  'down  the  road'  and  their 
ministry  at  Rowan  began. 

The  Pastor  Search  Committee  and  the  Deacons  were  unani- 
mous in  their  decision  to  recommend  that  Rowan  call  Rev.  Moretz  as 
full-time  pastor.  Rev.  Moretz  was  currently  serving  as  pastor  of 
Hinshaw  Baptist  Church  in  North  Wilksboro,  NC. 

On  May  5,  a  reception  was  held  for  the  Moretz  family.  Maria 
was  13,  Michelle,  10  and  Melody  was  8.  On  May  6,  Moretz  preached 
his  first  sermon  at  Rowan.  He  proved  to  be  an  able  and  inspiring 
speaker. 

They  were  one  of  our  most  active  church  families.  Beverly, 
(Mrs.  Moretz)  applied  for  a  position  with  the  local  school  systems  and 
was  almost  immediately  hired. 

Beverly  was  a  well-trained  musician  and  had  in  fact  taught 
piano.  However,  her  special  talent  seemed  to  lie  with  the  children. 
Here  she  was  the  happiest.  She  had  a  soft  spot  in  her  heart  for  Vacation 
Bible  School.  "It  was  in  Vacation  Bible  School"  she  said,  "that  all 
three  of  our  girls  were  saved." 

All  the  children  were  talented  and  Rev.  Moretz  had  a  wonder- 
ful singing  voice.  Often  Sunday  morning  services  were  musical 
ministries.  Michelle  had  a  well-developed  singing  voice,  and  she  and 
her  father  brought  inspiration  and  joyful  musical  interludes  to  many 
of  the  church  services. 

Rev.  Richard  Moretz  and  his  talented  family  would  leave  our 
church  in  1992. 

When  one  door  closes  another  opens,  and  once  again  it  would 
seem  God  was  blessing  us.  This  came  in  the  form  of  a  gift. 

In  April  1992,  the  members  of  the  Rowan  Home  Demonstra- 
tion Club  gave  Rowan  Baptist  Church  the  land  and  the  building 
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located  adjacent  to  the  corner  of  Rowan  Road  and  Reedsford  Road. 
This  had  always  been  referred  to  as  the  "Community  Building." 

The  final  document  proposed  that  the  property  remain  a  part 
of  Rowan  Baptist  Church  property  as  long  as  Rowan  Baptist  Church 
functions  as  a  church. 

The  club  proposed  that  Rowan  Baptist  Church  compensate  the 
non-Rowan  Baptist  Church  members  by  a  gift  of  $100.00  to  their 
respective  churches,  within  a  year. 

We  agreed  that  we  would  gladly  accept  responsibility  for  legal 
expenses  and  any  other  related  expenses.  The  Home  Demonstration 
Club  would  continue  to  hold  their  meetings  in  the  building  as  long  as 
they  desired. 

Since  1992  Rowan  has  been  involved  slowly,  but  steadily  in 
making  advances  in  the  improvement  of  the  "Community  Building." 
It  still  serves  many  functions  in  the  community  and  has  proven  to  be 
a  great  asset  to  the  church  over  the  years. 

The  final  Resolution  stated  that  a  copy  of  same  would  be 
mailed  to  each  member  of  the  Rowan  Home  Demonstration  Club  and 
to  the  children  of  the  late  Mary  Lou  Wallace,  who  always  had  a  desire 
that  Rowan  Baptist  Church  own  the  property  at  such  time  that  it  was 
no  longer  needed  by  the  Rowan  Home  Demonstration  Club,  as  a  token 
of  esteem  held  by  Rowan  Baptist  Church  and  also  its  thanks  for  the 
unselfish  desires  of  the  Rowan  Home  Demonstration  Club. 

The  Resolution  was  duly  adopted  the  1 8th  day  of  November, 
1992.  The  Resolution  was  approved  by  the  Church  and  Edward  Byrd, 
Chairman  of  Deacons.  It  was  attested  by  Judith  P.  Hairr,  Church 
Clerk. 

So  we  ended  1992  with  a  wonderful  gift,  for  which  the  church 
has  always  considered  a  blessing. 

Between  the  years  of  1992-94  we  were  blessed  with  capable 
Interim  Pastors  who  worked  hard  to  fill  the  void  left  when  our  minister 
was  called  elsewhere.  Rev.  Barefoot  and  Maurice  Cooper  applied 
themselves  well  as  our  spiritual  leaders  until  Rev.  Karl  Pittard  came 
on  the  scene  in  1994  and  took  the  pulpit,  becoming  one  of  our  favorite 
pastors. 
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Another  minister  who  would  fill  the  pulpit  and  the  church  with 
his  commanding  presence  and  inspiring  sermons,  was  our  Interim 
Pastor,  Aubrey  Quakenbush.  Rev.  Quakenbush  led  many  souls  to 
Christ  and  was  a  gentleman  we  all  learned  to  love.  A  former  Chaplain, 
he  intently  realized  the  importance  of  visiting  our  older  shut-ins.  Rev. 
Quakenbush  was  Interim  Pastor  on  a  regular  basis  effective  February 
1,  1993  until  December  1993. 

Rev.  Cooper  would  again  come  back  on  the  scene  as  our  leader 
for  one  year,  1996-97.  Over  the  years  Maurice  has  come  to  our  aid 
many  times,  and  for  all  the  congregation  he  holds  a  special  place  in  our 
hearts.  It  is  no  wonder  the  children  always  referred  to  him  as  "Super- 
Duper-Cooper!"  For  indeed,  that  he  is. 

Dr.  Lynn  McCormick  and  John  Bunn  played  an  important  role 
as  Interim  Pastors  over  the  years.  In  the  very  earliest  days,  Interim 
Pastors  were  only  allowed  to  stay  in  a  church  for  a  period  of  six 
months.  So  there  were  many  at  Rowan,  all  fondly  remembered. 

Rowan  has  also  the  distinction  of  having  the  only  female 
'Associational  Moderator'  (and  Vice  -  1984-85)  for  the  years  of 
1986-87.  We  also  had  the  only  woman  listed  as  Associational  Clerk 
for  the  years  1979,  80-8 1 .  The  Biblical  Recorder  featured  her  picture 
on  their  cover  and  our  church  felt  honored  indeed.  Females  were  just 
beginning  to  gain  a  foothold  in  the  Association  in  the  early  80' s. 
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CHAPTER  XIV 


OUR  MRS.  KATIE 

"She  looketh  well  to  the  ways  of  her  household,  and  eateth 
not  the  not  the  bread  of  idleness.  "  (Proverbs,  31:27) 

On  April  2, 1995,  we  were  under  the  guidance  of  Karl  Pittard, 
and  on  a  special  day  in  April  he  presided  over  the  well-planned  Katie 
Johnson  Day  at  Rowan. 

That  glorious  Sunday  in  April  the  church  'runneth  over'  with 
well-wishers.  It  was  a  day  to  celebrate  the  life  of  one  of  the  most 
vibrant  women  Rowan  had  ever  known  -  Mrs.  Katie  Johnson.  Many 
offered  special  thanks  and  personal  memories  of  Katie  that  day.  We 
rejoiced  in  her  friendship. 

As  I  recorded  earlier,  Mrs.  Johnson  and  her  family  came  to 
Rowan  in  1952,  and  she  and  her  husband,  Millard,  and  children 
ministered  to  us  for  the  next  twenty  three  years. 

She  mothered  her  three  daughters  here,  while  contributing  to 
the  nurturing  of  every  other  child  at  Rowan.  They  were  all  her 
children. 

Mrs.  Katie  worked  with  children  in  many  events;  when  she 
coached  a  child  in  a  Bible  Drill,  they  remembered.  She  directed  the 
church  music  program,  taught  second  grade  at  College  Street  School 
(and  still  volunteers  at  the  school  today  at  age  87).  It  can  also  certainly 
be  said  she  went  visiting  every  time  Mr.  Johnson  said,  "Let's  go 
Katie!"  If  she  was  tired,  she  kept  it  to  herself. 

The  Sunday  School  Class  made  a  decision  to  name  itself  for 
Mrs.  Katie,  who  was  their  first  teacher  and  in  some  small  way  show 
the  love  and  appreciation  they  felt  she  more  than  deserved.  It  was  also 
a  small  gesture  to  assure  her  that  her  years  of  witness  and  ministry 
continue  to  influence  us  all  in  Rowan  as  we  try  to  follow  her  Christian 
example. 

Katie  taught  us  to  smile  in  adversity,  to  serve  with  gladness 


96/History  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church 


and  to  see  the  good  in  everybody.  The  class  she  once  began  has 
continued  to  grow  over  the  years  in  numbers  and  in  spirituality. 

The  flowers  that  Sunday  were  placed  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph 
Robinson  in  honor  of  Bible  Drill  Children,  who  will  leave  the  world 
a  better  place;  the  young  people  who  still  witness  because  of  her 
example,  and,  especially  for  the  beauty  of  Katie  Johnson. 

Our  special  lady. 
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CHAPTER  XX 


A  CROWNING  MINISTRY 

By  April  of  1995  Rev.  Pittard  and  his  wife  Susan  had  led  the 
church  in  over  a  year  of  their  special  ministries. 

Pastor  Pittard  realized  that  missions  has  always  been  a  focal 
point  for  Rowan  Baptist  Church  in  Clinton,  not  only  because  it  is 
considered  a  Christian  responsibility,  but  also  because  it  is  the 
trademark  of  Southern  Baptist  heritage.  Rowan  Baptist  has  remained 
faithful  in  its  financial  support  of  missions  through  the  Eastern  Baptist 
Association  and  the  Cooperative  Program. 

As  part  of  its  stewardship,  the  church  reached  out  to  help  meet 
the  needs  of  its  community.  Rev.  Pittard  believed  that  the  church  had 
to  open  its  arms  to  this  local  sea  of  need.  And  so  he  led  and  encouraged 
the  church  to  minister  to  the  community. 

Taking  God's  message  to  the  nursing  homes  had  been  one  of 
Rowan's  priorities  for  quite  a  while.  Now  programs  were  taken  one 
or  two  steps  further.  In  the  homes  of  senior  citizens  who  lived  in  a 
senior  apartment  complex,  Karl  Pittard  founded  another  sort  of 
ministry.  It  met  weekly  and  began  in  the  apartment  of  Mrs.  Grace 
Hovattier.  Soon  it  flourished  and  became  a  favorite,  weekly  assem- 
bly. Others  in  the  complex  joined  in;  their  church  affiliations  made 
no  difference.  The  purpose  was  to  renew  and  join  together  in  the 
weekly  ministry. 

"We  are  all  missionaries,"  Rev.  Pittard  reminded  us.  "And  we 
are  encouraged  to  use  the  power  of  the  Missionary  concept  and 
expand  its  involvement  beyond  the  local  church  and  into  the  commu- 
nity and  the  city." 

At  a  regular  monthly  business  meeting  held  on  May  1 8, 1994, 
further  Missionary  reports  and  ideas  were  forthcoming. 

The  WMU  Directors  announced  that  our  Associational  Sum- 
mer Missionaries  program  would  be  at  Rowan  July  16,  1994.  At  this 
time  the  Missionaries  were  invited  to  speak  to  the  church  about  their 
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work  in  the  Eastern  Association  for  the  summer  with  the  Migrant 
Ministry. 

Motion  was  made  by  Cindy  McLamb  and  seconded  by  L.E. 
Tart,  that  the  Baptist  Young  Women  be  granted  permission  to 
coordinate  with  the  building  and  grounds  committee  to  fix  up  the 
upstairs  portion  of  the  newer  part  of  our  facility  to  be  financed  by 
special  designated  "Building  Fund  Offerings"  and  fund  raising  projects 
by  the  BYW.  Motion  carried. 

Jo  Robinson  made  a  motion  seconded  by  Walter  Merritt,  and 
unanimously  adopted,  that  letters  of  commemoration  be  written  by 
the  church  showing  an  expression  of  our  congratulations  to  the 
following  persons:  Bob  and  Barbara  Briggs,  who  were  former  mem- 
bers of  Rowan,  for  the  "Silver  Spoon  Award"  that  was  granted  to  them 
by  the  City  of  Fayetteville  for  1994.  Mrs.  Vida  Lee,  a  good  and 
faithful  member  of  this  church,  who  was  named  "Ms.  Mary  Gran  for 
1994";  and  Miss  Sherry  Matthews,  also  a  member,  who  had  been 
named  Managing  Editor  of  the  Sampson  Independent. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Beth  Bradshaw,  and  seconded  by 
Walter  Merritt,  that  the  church  take  a  love  offering  in  support  of 
Eastern  Association  and  our  Music  Director,  Mrs.  Lucille  Yancey,  for 
the  Mission  Trip  that  she  would  be  a  part  of  in  July  of  that  year.  In 
June,  upon  the  request  of  Mrs.  Lucille  Yancey,  this  motion  was 
amended  by  Donald  Pope  who  made  a  motion  that  any  offerings 
received  toward  the  Mission  Trip  coming  up  in  July  being  sponsored 
by  the  Eastern  Association  be  given  instead  to  the  Association  in  full. 
Motion  was  seconded  and  duly  adopted. 

On  Sunday  morning,  June  26,  1994,  the  following  persons 
joined  the  fellowship  as  members  of  Rowan:  Diane  Yancey  -  moved 
membership  from  Popular  Grove  Baptist  Church,  Joanna  Yancey  -  by 
profession  of  faith  and  Susan  Welsh,  by  statement. 

At  the  business  meeting  in  July,  1994,  upon  recommendation 
of  the  properties  committee,  a  motion  was  made  by  L.E.  Tart, 
seconded  by  Donald  Pope,  that  two  power  units  be  installed  in  the  attic 
of  the  parsonage.  Motion  carried. 

Jo  Neal  Robinson  was  the  Sunday  School  Director  for  the 
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1994-95  year;  Donald  Pope-Brotherhood  Director;  Lucille  Yancey, 
Church  Music  Director. 

Upon  recommendation  of  the  Deacons,  motion  was  made  by 
Donald  Pope,  seconded  by  Lucille  Yancey,  that  Rowan  Baptist 
Church  Incorporate,  and  that  this  be  accomplished  through  the  effort 
of  the  Church  Clerk  and  the  law  office  of  Miles  B.  Fowler,  Attorney 
at  Law.  Motion  carried. 

In  September  upon  recommendation  of  the  Properties  Com- 
mittee, a  motion  was  made  by  L.E.  Tart  and  seconded  by  Donald 
Pope,  that  we  have  a  building  fund  day  and  try  to  raise  as  much  money 
as  possible  toward  renovating  the  sanctuary  of  the  Church;  and  that 
after  the  endeavors  of  building  fund  day  are  accomplished  that  we 
borrow  money  from  some  lending  institution  sufficient  to  accomplish 
the  desires  of  the  church  in  the  renovation  of  the  sanctuary.  Motion 
carried. 

It  was  also  agreed  that  a  dishwasher  be  purchased  for  the 
church  parsonage. 

In  October,  Susan  Pittard  agreed  to  be  the  Children's  Church 
director,  her  assistant  was  Melissa  Lee. 

In  November,  it  was  decided  that  we  did  indeed  need  to 
become  part  of  the  twentieth  century.  Church  records  and  bulletins 
were  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  handle  with  the  old  methods. 
It  was  agreed  that  price  and  availability  of  one  or  two  recommended 
computer  models  be  checked  and  the  findings  brought  back  to  the 
church  at  a  later  date. 

In  February  1995  upon  recommendation  of  the  properties 
committee  a  motion  was  made,  seconded  and  adopted  that  the  church 
purchase  and  have  installed  by  Binswanger  Glass  Company  in 
Clinton,  glass  doors  to  replace  the  doors  at  the  Clubhouse  building  for 
the  price  of  $1,075.00. 

Another  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  we  purchase  an 
IBM  Computer  from  Office  Max  in  Fayetteville,  with  all  the  extras  for 
an  amount  not  to  exceed  $2,500.00 

Rev.  Pittard  requested  that  he  be  given  the  opportunity  to  lead 
a  group  of  volunteers  from  Eastern  Baptist  Association  to  the  Ukraine 
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from  July  20  through  August  4,  1995,  with  the  complete  support  of 
Rowan.  The  motion  was  made  and  carried.  Rev.  Pittard  paid  his  own 
expenses  for  this  Mission  Trip,  but  the  church  would  continue  his 
salary  and  pay  a  supply  pastor  while  he  was  away. 

I  remember  that  Sunday  before  Mr.  Pittard  left.  We  all 
gathered  on  the  steps  of  the  church  for  a  picture  that  he  would  carry 
with  him  on  his  travels.  Items  were  donated,  and  the  Rev.  left  with 
bulging  suitcases  when  he  departed  in  July,  with  our  prayers  follow- 
ing him  every  mile  of  the  way. 

It  was  during  Rev.  Pittard' s  ministry  at  Rowan  that  the 
Wednesday  night  suppers  became  so  popular.  This  became  a  good 
time  of  family  togetherness,  promoting  the  traditional  Christian 
family  values.  These  suppers  were  open  to  guests  as  well.  In  many 
ways  they  were  an  extension  of  our  missionary  values. 

In  May  1996,  it  was  resolved  that  a  permanent  record  be  made 
that  Rowan  proudly  announces  that  Josh  Ellis  and  Frank  Bradshaw 
were  declared  State  Bible  Drill  Winners  in  the  Youth  Division  for 
1996;  Josh  Ellis  being  a  six  year  winner;  and  that  Anna  Ellis,  Robert 
Williamson,  and  Terry  Baldwin  were  declared  State  Bible  Drill 
Winners  in  the  Children's  Division  for  1996.  Anna  Ellis  had  been  a 
three  year  winner.  Karl  Ashley  Pittard  was  a  church  winner  in  the 
Youth  Speaker's  Tournament  for  1996.  These  children  and  youth 
were  commended  by  our  church  for  their  faithfulness  and  hard  work 
in  achieving  these  great  honors  for  Rowan,  the  Eastern  Association 
and  the  State  Baptist  Convention.  To  God,  and  the  parents  of  these 
young  people  go  the  gratitude  and  appreciation. 

On  Sunday,  October  6,  1996,  at  the  close  of  the  Morning 
Worship  Service,  Dr.  Karl  Pittard  resigned  as  Pastor  of  Rowan  Baptist 
Church  effective  November  29,1996.  His  letter  of  resignation  stated 
in  part,  "I  recognize  that  I  now  move  into  a  closure  time  of  ministry 
with  you.  It  can  be  rewarding  in  a  deeper  way  than  before.  Now  I 
should  not  plan  long  term  for  you  but  I  can  pray  as  you  do.  You  will 
not  view  me  the  same  way  and  I  will  begin  to  prepare  more  and  more 
for  my  next  place  of  ministry,  however  through  my  last  day,  I  remain 
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your  pastor  and  always  your  friend.  Your  next  pastor  will  not  find  me 
underfoot." 

We  wished  Dr.  Pittard  and  his  family  all  our  love.  Through  his 
guidance  he  had  brought  us  many  new  discoveries  and  challenged  us 
to  meet  our  Christian  goals.  He  brought  us  youth  and  laughter, 
happiness  and  hope,  and  we  knew  he  would  be  blessed  wherever  he 
went. 

Dr.  Pittard  preached  his  last  sermon  at  Rowan  in  November 
1996. 
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CHAPTER  XXI 


RENOVATION  TIME 

Churches,  like  any  other  dwellings,  need  upgrading  as  the 
years  come  and  go.  Rowan  had  made  the  necessary  efforts  to  keep  on 
top  of  things  as  the  budget  would  permit.  Now  it  was  decided,  actually 
had  been  discussed  for  quite  a  while,  that  more  than  powder  and  paint 
were  needed.  It  was  time  for  a  real  "sanctuary  face-lift." 

In  January  at  the  regular  monthly  business  meeting,  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mike  Ellis,  seconded  by  Gary  Pate,  that  upgrading  the 
heating  and  cooling  system  for  the  sanctuary  and  lower  level  of  the 
educational  building  directly  behind  the  sanctuary  be  included  in  the 
upcoming  remodeling  of  the  sanctuary.  The  motion  was  carried. 

The  properties  committee  indicated  that  proposals  for  sanc- 
tuary renovations  will  be  presented  to  the  church  after  the  church 
members  received  a  letter  indicating  date  and  time  for  presentation  of 
the  proposals  which  will  be  on  a  Sunday  morning.  Three  proposals 
would  be  offered:  Church  Interiors,  Inc.,  Jackson  Contractors,  a 
heating  and  air  conditioning  proposal  from  reputable  heating  and  air 
contractors,  and  a  proposal  as  to  prospected  cost  of  carpeting  and 
cushioning  pews  from  Kivett's  Church  Furnishings  of  Clinton,  N.C 

A  motion  was  made,  seconded  and  adopted  that  the  church 
pay  for  refurbishing  shrubbery  that  was  destroyed  or  damaged  by 
Hurricane  "Fran." 

In  March,  1997,  it  was  agreed  from  a  motion  made  by  Walter 
Merritt,  seconded  by  Ralph  Robinson,  that  the  bathrooms  be  brought 
up  to  compliance  of  a  handicapped  facility.  Motion  carried. 

In  June  1997  there  was  a  special  called  business  meeting  at 
1:00  o'clock  p.m.  in  the  church  sanctuary.  Donald  Pope  was  the 
moderator. 

Everette  Peterson,  who  had  a  lot  of  family  history  with 
Rowan,  was  recognized  for  brief  remarks.  Mr.  Peterson  indicated  his 
support  for  proposed  renovation  of  the  sanctuary  and  pledged  support 
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between  then  and  October  with  a  gift  to  the  church  of  at  least 
$1,000.00  and  more  if  possible. 

Motion  was  made  by  Mike  Ellis,  seconded  by  Emma  Ann 
Chambers,  that  the  plans  previously  presented  to  the  church  for 
renovation  of  the  sanctuary  be  amended  to  erect  two  spiral  stairways 
in  foyer  and  redo  the  foyer  as  recommended  by  "Church  Interiors." 
Motion  carried. 

Upon  recommendation  of  the  properties  committee,  motion 
was  made  by  Brenda  Malpass  and  seconded  by  Edward  Byrd,  that 
Church  Interiors  be  employed  to  do  a  turn  key  job  of  renovation  of  the 
sanctuary  in  the  amount  of  $123,179.12,  which  would  include  all 
work  necessary  for  the  renovation,  excluding  the  heating  and  air 
conditioning.  Motion  carried. 

Motion  was  made,  seconded  and  carried,  giving  the  Deacons 
authority  to  look  into  borrowing  money  for  the  renovation  of  the 
sanctuary  that  will  be  necessary  for  completion  of  the  program  in 
excess  of  the  money  on  hand. 

Properties  Committee  composed  of  Gertrude  Marshburn, 
Mark  Raynor,  Pattie  Rackley,  Walter  Merritt,  Scottie  Baldwin,  and 
Mike  Ellis,  were  recognized  in  appreciation  for  the  work  they  had 
done  to  get  the  renovation  project  underway. 

In  June  1997,  David  Sinclair  was  employed  to  install  heating 
and  cooling  units  for  the  Sanctuary  and  downstairs  in  the  old  Educa- 
tional Building.  The  total  contract  price  was  $20,436.00. 

At  our  July  1997  Business  Meeting,  Donald  Pope,  Moderator 
asked  our  Clerk,  Judy  Hairr  to  record  in  the  minutes  of  this  meeting 
the  church's  appreciation  to  Miles  B.  Fowler,  Attorney,  and  Judy 
Hairr,  for  their  services  in  performing  the  legal  work  necessary  in 
obtaining  the  $75,000  loan  from  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of 
North  Carolina  for  the  renovation  of  the  Sanctuary  at  Rowan.  The 
monetary  value  for  his  services  amounted  to  $625.00  and  Rowan  was 
most  appreciative  for  this  legal  action. 

Upon  recommendation  from  the  Deacons  and  for  the  records 
of  the  church  we  agreed  to  give  to  a  church  that  may  desire  them  the 
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cushions  from  the  pews  in  the  sanctuary,  together  with  the  baptistry 
curtains. 

The  church  with  deep  appreciation,  accepted  the  gift  of  a 
$1,000  trust  fund  for  Rowan's  music  program.  The  principal  may  be 
increased  at  any  time  by  further  designated  contributions. 

Somehow  Rowan  has  managed,  through  the  years,  with  the 
help  of  the  Lord  and  generous  contributions  and  tithes  to  steer  her  ship 
through  these  sometimes  troubling  financial  waters.  So  it  was  with 
much  pride  that  we  gathered  in  our  newly  renovated  Sanctuary  in 
1997. 

The  Peterson  family  has  always  been  generous  with  their 
talent  and  finances  over  the  years  to  Rowan.  Everett  Peterson  and 
family  recently  contributed  the  sum  of  $10,325.00  toward  the  reno- 
vation of  our  Sanctuary. 

Shortly  after  this  contribution,  Everett  Peterson,  one  of  the 
most  admired  gentlemen  in  our  community,  departed  this  earthly  life. 
But  his  devotion  and  the  devotion  of  the  Peterson  family  has  helped 
us  steer  our  "Ship  of  Zion"  many  times  over  the  years.  Yes,  the  Lord 
doth  provide. 

At  the  October  1998  Business  Meeting  a  motion  was  made  by 
Lucille  Yancey  and  seconded  by  Lillian  Pope  and  carried,  that  the 
church  send  memorials  in  memory  of  Everett  Peterson  in  the  amount 
of  $100  to  the  Lake  Waccamaw  Boys  Home  and  the  Tuscaroro 
Scouts;  and  a  motion  was  further  made  that  evening  by  Jo  Robinson, 
seconded  by  Joyce  Glossom,  and  carried,  that  a  resolution  of  appre- 
ciation be  sent  to  the  Biblical  Recorder  as  a  lasting  tribute  to  Everett 
Peterson  for  the  many  kindnesses  he  had  always  shown  to  Rowan.  A 
simple  tribute  to  a  great  man. 
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CHAPTER  XXII 


SEARCHING  FOR  THE  RIGHT  LEADER 

Maurice  Cooper,  whom  the  Interim  Pastor  Search  Committee 
had  managed  to  track  down,  agreed  to  serve  as  Interim  pastor  from 
December  1 ,  1996  through  June  1997,  and  if  for  some  reason  he  must 
be  absent  promises  to  find  a  substitute.  We  were  happy  to  welcome 
our  old  friend  back  home,  if  only  for  a  little  while. 

Maurice  Cooper  was  a  born  leader,  almost  an  evangelistic 
speaker,  played  the  piano  and  sang  a  good  tune.  We  considered 
ourselves  fortunate.  He  was  a  beloved  member  of  our  congregation. 
He  visited  the  sick  at  home,  shut-ins,  and  was  a  constant  face  at  the 
hospital.  Although  he  traveled  a  good  distance,  Rev.  Cooper  never 
neglected  his  congregation.  God  blessed  him  with  many  talents  and 
energy. 

Meanwhile  our  Pastor  Search  Committee  including  Lucille 
Yancey,  Emma  Ann  Chambers,  Sherry  Matthews,  L.E.  Tart,  and 
Mike  Ellis  was  formed.  Lucille  was  the  Chairman.  The  search  began. 
Not  an  easy  task. 

In  the  meantime  a  motion  was  made  at  an  August  1997, 
meeting  that  a  Pastor-Church  Covenant  Agreement  be  adopted.  This 
would  in  fact,  spell  out  the  expectations  between  the  congregation  and 
the  pastor.  This  was  agreed  upon.  The  church  now  has  a  Pastor- 
Church-Covenant  Agreement  which  outlines  the  requirements  for  a 
pastor  and  the  church's  responsibility  to  the  pastor. 

In  September  after  hearing  a  trial  sermon  by  Rev.  Gregory 
Day  and  upon  recommendation  by  the  Pulpit  Search  Committee,  a 
motion  was  made  by  Lucille  Yancey  and  seconded  by  Ralph  Robinson, 
that  Gregory  Day  be  called  as  pastor  to  Rowan  Baptist  Church. 

Luckily  for  us,  our  Pastor  Search  Committee  had  done  their 
work  well.  Gregory  Day  and  his  family  planned  on  moving  to  the 
parsonage  on  October  25,  1997,  with  assistance  by  volunteers. 
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We  installed  our  new  pastor  Sunday  morning,  November  9, 
1997. 

It  has  been  the  beginning  of  a  wonderful  Christian  relation- 
ship, with  a  man  of  God,  who  "does  not,"  as  he  puts  it,  ever  "want  to 
be  put  on  a  pedestal." 

Gregory  Day  and  his  talented  wife,  Tyanna,  and  his  son, 
Caleb,  whom  we  have  all  adopted,  have  been,  and  we  hope,  will 
continue  to  be,  a  blessing  in  our  lives  for  many  years  to  come. 
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CHAPTER  XXIII 


PREPARING  FOR  THE  250th  ANNIVERSARY 

For  the  past  three  years  Rowan  has  been  gathering  her 
memories  closely  around  her  as  she  prepares  for  the  250th  celebration 
on  October  10,  1999. 

We  began,  with  the  most  important  ingredient  of  all,  an 
enthusiastic  committee,  the  backbone  of  every  good  plan.  Lillian 
Pope  was  the  Chairman,  Lucille  Yancey,  Emma  Ann  Chambers, 
Frank  Bradshaw,  Joyce  Collins  and  Dorothy  Carr.  Micki  Cottle  and 
Brenda  Malpass  from  the  Historical  Committee  gave  us  a  round  table 
of  people  who  worked  well  together. 

The  first  actual  step  we  took  was  obtaining  the  agreement  at 
a  Business  Meeting  in  March,  1998  to  order  a  Historical  Marker. 
Brenda  and  Micki  both  spoke  in  the  Meeting  outlining  the  historical 
significance  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church,  and  explained  how  a  marker 
would  help  to  confirm  that  history  for  generations  to  come. 

The  Business  Meeting  was  well  attended  that  night,  and  the 
vote  was  unanimously  in  our  favor.  The  church  agreed  to  pay  for  the 
purchase  of  the  marker  at  a  cost  of  $1,600.00.  A  ceremony  was 
planned  for  a  later  date,  October  11,  1998. 

October  1 1th  came  in  gently.  The  day  was  warm  and  North 
Carolina  lovely.  A  perfect  day  for  our  marker  unveiling.  The  marker 
itself  was  black  with  22  K.  raised  gold  lettering  relating  the  history  of 
the  Great  Cohera  Church,  on  the  front  and  back.  The  small  picture  at 
the  top  was  designed  by  Joyce  Collins  and  depicts  her  rendition  of  the 
original  log  Meeting  House.  The  motto,  "Founded  Before  Freedom" 
is  designed  at  the  top.  The  marker  measures  30x42  and  is  on  a 
mounting  post  12  feet  long. 

The  history  on  the  marker  was  originated  by  the  Historical 
Committee. 

A  short  story  of  the  marker  was  presented  to  the  church  that 
Sunday  by  Micki.  Ernestine  Best,  Weldon  Clack,  Virginia  Anderson, 
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Francis  Tew  Raynor,  Dorothy  Carr,  Lucille  Yancey,  Laura  Tew, 
Sudie  Cannady,  Donna  Ellis,  Deno  McLamb,  Ken  Chambers,  Frank 
Bradshaw,  Lindsay  Sutton  and  Josh  Ellis,  shared  personal  memories 
of  their  years  in  Rowan. 

Our  guests  of  honor  that  day  included  Historians,  Oscar  and 
Virginia  Bizzell,  Mary  John  Parker  (fifth  great-granddaughter  of 
Edward  Brown)  and  her  nephew,  Cooper  Parker,  who  is  also  a  direct 
descendant  of  Brown.  Mary  John  entertained  us  with  family  history. 

After  the  services  inside  concluded,  members  and  visitors 
were  invited  to  the  front  lawn  for  a  special  "Unveiling  of  the  Marker." 
Rev.  Day  and  Lillian  Pope  presided  over  the  unveiling. 

A  Litany  of  Dedication  led  by  Lillian  marked  the  unveiling, 
which  included  the  congregation.  It  was  noted  "Yet,  that  which  we 
dedicate  is  perishable,  and  with  time  it  shall  be  no  more,"  followed  by 
a  response  by  the  people,  "We  are  also  aware  of  our  own  fragile  nature 
and  we  place  our  trust,  not  in  that  which  we  build  with  our  hands,  but 
in  that  which  is  eternal.  Amen." 

So  on  that  lovely  day  in  October,  a  day  when  the  sky  seemed 
to  be  painted  especially  for  the  dedication,  with  God's  pallets  of  gold; 
we  presented  a  brief  history  of  Rowan.  This  was  a  symbol  of  our  past, 
and  a  link  to  our  future. 

By  November  of  1998  the  "Historical"  cookbooks  that  Emma 
Ann  Chambers  had  been  in  charge  of  began  arriving.  They  sold  like 
'hotcakes.'  Emma  Ann,  as  usual,  had  done  a  remarkable  planning  and 
distribution  job. 

Lillian  presented  the  Christmas  tree  ornaments  for  sale,  just  at 
the  right  time.  Lovely  keepsakes,  "Founded  Before  Freedom"  en- 
graved on  the  top,  with  tiny  pictures  of  the  church  on  each  side. 
Another  witness  to  our  efforts  to  celebrate  the  upcoming  250th 
anniversary.  Another  task  well  done. 

In  January  1999,  Micki  gave  a  Sunday  morning  talk  on  the 
history  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church  as  a  kick-off  to  the  New  Year. 
Above  all,  members  were  reminded  of  the  rich  and  turbulent  history 
of  their  church.  They  were  told  how  their  heritage  was  rich  with  the 
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spice  of  the  Scotch,  the  spirited  Welch  or  the  sun  kissed  Irish. 
"Probably"  she  said,  "Most  of  you  here  today  were  brushed  by  the 
Blarney  stone,  carved  by  the  fearless  Scotts  or  bottle-fed  on  Welsh 
boldness,  or  a  good  mixture  of  all  three."  "You  might  say"  she  added, 
"Baptists  are  good  natured,  outgoing,  brave  and  maybe  just  a  little 
tight!" 

Our  next  celebration  this  year  was  in  February  1999. 

Once  again  Dot  (Dorothy  Carr)  as  she  is  affectionately  known 
at  Rowan,  produced  for  actually  the  third  time  over  the  years,  her 
famous  "Rowan  history  in  fashion  form." 

The  fashion  show,  sprinkled  liberally  with  history,  took  us 
from  the  year  1749,  when  the  church  was  originally  organized,  to  the 
present.  Each  young  lady  who  participated  became  a  part  of  living 
history.  Her  own  name  was  used  to  describe  the  personality  and  mode 
of  dress  for  each  era. 

Terry  Baldwin  modeled  a  dress  of  simple  design  worn  in 
1749.  Emily  Bradsher  represented  1850  and  the  Scarlet  O'Hara  era. 
This  was  an  age  when  young  ladies  were  advised  that  being  fair  and 
fragile  was  an  asset  to  their  beauty.  This  was  also  around  the  time  that 
Rowan  organized  their  first  Sunday  School,  which  was  held  in  the 
afternoon.  Miss  Emily  would  have  been  expected  to  attend. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brian  Whitman  represented  the  harsh  days  of  the 
Civil  War  in  authentic  attire.  This  was  only  one  of  many  wars  that 
touched  the  members  of  Rowan. 

Christy  Naylor  wore  a  fashionable,  yet  serviceable  WWII 
outfit.  We  were  reminded  that  the  fervent  prayers  of  the  Rowan 
members  and  its  leader,  Rev.  Edward  Walker,  followed  the  23  youths 
who  left  the  security  of  their  homes  to  fight  for  America. 

As  Miss  Dot  said  "This  is  our  generation  of  youth  today,"  as 
she  presented  a  model  for  the  nineties.  "They  are  carefree,  casual, 
outfitted  in  blue  jeans  and  big  smiles.  Every  generation  boasts  its  own 
style.  But,"  she  continued,  "Are  today's  youth  as  carefree  as  they 
appear?  No,  Acteen  Youths  at  Rowan  are  very  aware  and  have  taken 
their  stand  on  who  they  will  serve.  They  are  more  than  clothing 
models,  they  are  models  of  Christianity.  And  for  us  in  the  community, 
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and  in  our  church  at  Rowan,  they  do  us  credit,  they  make  us  proud. 
These  young  ladies  are  our  tomorrow.  If  God  and  our  youth  be  for  us, 
who  then  can  stand  against  us?" 

The  following  young  ladies  participated  in  this  year's  show: 
Terry  Baldwin,  Debbie  Oats,  Lindsey  Sutton,  Anna  Ellis,  Emily 
Bradsher,  Mrs.  and  Mrs.  Whitman,  Joanna  Yancey,  Lillian  Pope, 
Becky  Baldwin,  Christy  Naylor,  Casey  McLamb,  Tonyi  Pope,  Holly 
Oats,  Christina  Pate  and  Wendy  Hall. 

Somehow  amid  all  the  programs  and  celebrations  in  anticipa- 
tion of  our  250th  anniversary,  Rowan  has  taken  a  deep  breath,  paused 
and  looked  around  many  times  through  the  years.  We  have  noted  the 
empty  places  in  some  of  our  pews.  And  we  have  squared  our 
shoulders,  even  as  we  mourned  the  loss  of  familiar  voices.  The  ebb 
and  flow  within  our  hearts  has  been  both  sad  and  thankful.  For  we 
have  been  blessed  with  precious  new  lives  that  have  filled  empty  seats 
and  joined  our  circle. 

Certainly  we  have  accomplished  a  great  deal  with  God's 
guidance,  since  those  early  meetings  in  1749.  Our  humble  beginnings 
were  harsh.  Now  the  log  cabin,  like  our  forefathers,  is  only  a  lingering 
song  in  our  past.  But  even  so,  as  my  mother  used  to  say,  "Remember 
who  you  are."  And  we  have.  And  we  are  aware  the  Lord  still  has  on 
his  list,  and  he  isn'  t  finished  with  us  yet.  In  fact,  we'  ve  only  just  begun. 

The  faces  that  have  brushed  the  pages  of  our  history  have  left 
so  many  rich  stories  of  beginnings  and  endings  that  have  reached  out 
over  the  centuries  to  inspire  and  point  our  feet  and  hearts  in  the  right 
direction. 

In  front  of  us  today,  in  our  choir,  our  Sunday  School  classes, 
in  our  pews  and  in  our  Nursery  are  all  these  precious  fresh  faces  of 
youth.  Soon  we  will  pass  this  torch  to  them,  knowing  they  too  will 
light  the  path  for  generations  yet  to  come. 

We  have  taken  pride  in  the  unique  talents  of  our  youth.  One 
special  event,  the  2nd  annual  Rowan  Youth  Dinner  Theater,  had  a 
sold-out  crowd  on  both  nights.  This  youth  activity  united  not  only  our 
church  but  brought  together  so  many  in  the  community  who  came  to 
share  in  this  great  display  of  Christian  talent. 


History  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church/113 


Many  of  the  youth  that  participated  in  this  undertaking 
graduated  this  year,  and  will  leave  Rowan.  But  they  will  never  be 
absent  from  our  thoughts.  And  we  know  that  they  will  return  to  us  now 
and  again.  They  take  a  valuable  gift  with  them  as  they  go.  Over  the 
years  Rowan  has  tried  to  pack  their  suitcases  well  with  integrity,  love 
and  confidence,  bound  with  a  Christian  heritage  that  will  serve  them 
well  and  stay  with  them  all  the  days  of  their  lives. 

250  years,  only  a  moment  really.  But  what  an  exciting  trip! 
What  a  colorful  kaleidoscope  of  years  it  has  been.  But  then  Baptists 
have  always  been  colorful  folks  with  a  lot  of  spirit.  A  popular  frontier 
jingle  in  the  1800s  proclaimed,  "The  Devil  hates  Baptists  because 
they  praise  God  the  longest  and  sing  the  strongest!"  I  hope  we're 
guilty  on  both  counts. 

There  is  really  no  way  to  actually  close  a  written  history,  for 
history  by  its  very  nature  is  outgoing  and  only  needs  the  blink  of  an 
eye,  the  tick  of  a  clock  to  become  outdated.  We  cannot  stop  it,  we  can 
only  touch  on  the  reality  of  yesterday,  and  this  moment  at  hand,  today, 
in  this  time,  in  this  place. 

Our  history  will  tell  you  of  only  a  few  of  the  individual  lives 
that  have  marched  through  the  years  and  whispered  life  into  this 
church.  It  cannot  begin  to  tell  of  all  the  births  and  deaths  witnessed 
over  the  past  two  and  one  half  centuries. 

Sadly  our  history  has  not  recorded  all  the  "Dinners  on  the 
Grounds."  Nor  the  voices  lifted  to  God  in  "All  Day  Sing  Meets."  And 
then  there  were  those  hundreds  of  revivals,  some  so  moving  they  sent 
shivers  down  your  spine  and  thrilled  and  filled  congregations  with 
wonder. 

Churches,  as  the  physical  bodies,  have  been  called  "silent 
sermons"  and  they  stand  as  a  silent  witness  to  a  person's  faith  in  God 
just  by  their  physical  presence.  Such  are  our  Sunday  School  teachers 
and  our  leaders  who  give  so  much  of  themselves,  in  the  community 
and  in  the  church.  I  have  merely  touched  on  these  witnesses.  Perhaps 
you  recall  the  ones  who  gave  you  that  helping  hand  when  you  were 
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growing  up,  and  the  ones  who  are  still  faithfully  witnessing  today. 
And  the  Bible  Schools  that  offered  the  love  and  laughter  that  still  echo 
in  these  walls.  Sadly,  no,  it  will  not  cover  in  great  detail  all  these 
wonderful  talents.  But,  perhaps  it  will  whisper  to  you  a  little  of  the 
history  that  made  us  who  we  are  and  tells  us  where  we  came  from.  And 
maybe  for  a  few  moments  in  time  some  of  these  pages  will  return  you 
to  the  innocence  of  your  own  youth. 

Today  we  stand  poised  on  the  brink  of  a  brand  new  century. 
Scary,  yes,  but  all  part  of  the  master  plan.  Our  future  has  looked  very 
bleak  at  times  and  were  it  not  for  our  unshakable  faith,  so  might  it  be. 

But  above  us  the  sky  is  slowly  filling  with  the  light  of  a 
dawning  new  day,  and  we  must  not  be  afraid,  for  we  have  God  on  our 
side. 

Of  course  it  is  all  changed  or  changing  outside  in  our  world. 
The  world  is  no  longer  as  many  of  us  remember  it.  The  deep  woods 
are  now  residential  streets  with  sidewalks.  The  cities  boast  of  jet 
planes  and  sky  scrapers,  six  lane  highways,  the  computer  technology 
and  growth  that  has  us  bursting  at  the  seams.  Our  North  Carolina  is 
not  the  simple  sparsely  populated  place  it  was  250  years  ago.  But, 
these  Baptist  taproots  of  ours  are  still  firmly  anchored  in  this  rich 
Carolina  soil. 

So  as  we  come  to  the  end  of  this  written  history  it  is  our  fervent 
hope  and  prayer  that  in  this  Great  Cohera,  this  Rowan,  this  house  of 
our  fathers,  that  the  Spirit  of  God  will  forever  rattle  the  rafters  and 
continue  to  move  among  its  people.  And  that  there  will  be  continued 
growth,  vision  and  ministry  for  the  next  250  years  and  beyond. 

Until  the  last  nightingale  sings  her  sweet  song;  until  the  last 
thread  of  human  fellowship  no  longer  exists;  until  the  last  preacher 
says  the  last  amen  and  until  man's  voice  is  no  longer  heard  in  the  land, 
we  declare  we  will  be  a  church.  A  church  with  footsteps  deep  and 
strong  and  like  our  faith,  everlasting. 
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EDWARD  BROWN'S  WILL 

The  gist  of  Edward  Brown 's  will  -  written  May  12, 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1781  and  proved  in 

Duplin  County's  April  court,  1784. 

Being  of  perfect  mind  and  memory  and  fearing  the  mortality 
of  his  body  he,  (Edward  Brown)  made  and  ordained  his  last  will  and 
testament  wherewith  it  had  pleased  God  to  bless  his  life.  He  gave  and 
bequeathed  in  the  following  manner. 

To  his  beloved  son,  Arthur,  225  acres  of  land  in  Sampson 
county  on  the  east  side  of  the  Great  Cohery  (this  land  appears  to  have 
been  bordered  by  the  lands  of  John  Turner,  Col.  Sampson  and  Simon 
Turner). 

Likewise  to  his  son,  Sherrod  225  acres  more  or  less  on  the 
north  side  of  the  marsh  branch  joining — ?'s  land. 

Likewise  to  his  dearly  beloved  wife,  Prudence  Brown,  the 
farm  on  the  south  side,  during  her  natural  life. 

Likewise  to  his  son  Sherrod,  the  flock  of  cattle  in  care  of  John 
?  at  the  time.  Also  1  dish  and  six  plates. 

Likewise  to  his  daughter  Susannah,  he  gave  a  feather  bed  and 
furniture,  six  pewter  plates  and  assorted  dishes. 

Likewise  to  his  daughter,  Mourning,  he  gave  a  feather  bed  and 
furniture,  a  push  broom,  six  pewter  plates  and  assorted  dishes.  A  stock 

of  cattle  in  the  care  of  William  Smith  and  another.  In  case  of  same ? 

to  be  divided  between  Susannah  and  Mourning  equally. 

And  the  rest  of  his  estate  within ?  and  without  debts  he  left 

to  the  use  of  his  beloved  wife  during  her  natural  life  and  afterwards 
to  be  equally  divided  between  Sherrod,  Susannah  and  Mourning. 

Likewise,  thirty  shillings  to  his  daughter  Jemima  Stephens. 
His  executors  were:  Hardy  Stephens,  and  his  sons,  Arthur  and 
Sherrod  Brown. 

This  will  was  witnessed  by  Fleet  Cooper,  William  W.  Butler 
and  Wright  Roy  all. 


116/History  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church 


CHURCH  COVENANT 

Transcribed  by  Order  of  Conference  in  January,  J 872 
by  the  Clerk  T.O.  Kelly. 

As  we  trust  we  have  been  brought  by  divine  grace  to  receive 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  to  give  up  ourselves  to  him,  so  we  do  now, 
relying  upon  his  gracious  aid,  solemly  covenant  with  each  other,  and 
promise  that  we  will  walk  together  in  brotherly  love  as  becomes  the 
members  of  a  Christian  Church;  that  we  will  exercise  an  affectionate 
care  and  watchfulness  over  each  other;  and  faithfully  admonish  and 
entreat  one  another  as  occasion  may  require;that  we  will  not  forsake 
the  assembling  of  ourselves  together  nor  neglect  to  pray  for  ourselves 
and  others;  that  we  will  endeavor  to  bring  up,  such  as  may  at  any  time 
be  under  our  care,  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord,  and  by 
a  pure  and  holy  example  to  win  our  kins  and  and  acquaintances  to  the 
Savior,  to  holiness;  and  to  eternal  life;  that  we  will  rejoice  at  each 
other' s  happiness  and  endeavor  with  tenderness  and  sympathy  to  bear 
each  other's  burdens  and  sorrows;  that  we  will  not  bring  forward  to 
the  Church  a  complaint  against  any  member  for  any  personal  trespass 
against  us  until  we  have  taken  the  first  and  second  steps  pointed  out 
by  Christ  in  the  18th  chapter  of  Matthew,  and  that  all  private  offenses 
that  can  be  privately  settled  we  will  never  make  public;  that  we  will 
live  circumspectly  in  the  world  "denying  ungodliness  and  worldly 
lusts,"  setting  a  worthy  example  and  remembering  that  as  we  have 
been  voluntarily  buried  by  baptism  and  have  been  raised  up  from  the 
emblematical  grave,  so  there  is  on  us  a  special  obligation  henceforth 
to  lead  a  new  and  holy  life;  that  we  will  strive  together  for  the  support 
of  a  faithful  evangelical  ministry  among  us;  that  according  to  our 
ability  and  opportunities  we  will  as  faithful  servants  of  the  Lord  do 
good  to  all  men,  especially  in  helping  to  extend  the  gospel  in  its  purity 
and  power  to  the  whole  human  family;  and  that  through  life  amidst 
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evil  report  and  good  report  we  will  humbly  and  earnestly  seek  to  live 
to  glory  of  him  who  hath  called  us  out  of  darkness  into  his  marvelous 
light. 
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PASTORS  (1749  -  1999) 


Edward  Brown 
Fleet  Cooper 
William  Cooper 
Joshua  Sikes 
George  Brown 
D.  L.  Williams 
J.  W.  West 
Stephen  Senter 
S.  F.  Williams 
Jerry  Howell 
Stephen  Senter 
George  Wallace 
Lewis  Johnson 
William  Kennedy 
G.  S.  Best 
W.  H.  Howard 
Alfred  Guy 
H.  J.  Duncan 
W.  H.  Howard 
J.  W.  Bell 
J.  O.  Tew 
W.  H.  Howard 
G.  S.  Best 
O.  P.  Meeks 
J.  J.  Douglas 
J.  D.  Larkins 
J.  M.  Page 
B.  F.  DeLoache 


1749-  1783 

1785-  1786 

1786-  1790 
1790-1808 
1831  -  1836 
1836-  1844 

1844-  1845 

1845-  1846 
1846 

1847-  1848 
1849 

1851 
1852 

1854-1857 
1857-  1861 
1870 

1871  -  1872 
1875-  1877 
1877-  1878 
1879-  1882 
1882  -  1886 
1886-  1889 
1889-  1892 
1892-  1897 
1900  -  1902 
1902  -  1906 
1906-  1910 
1910-  1915 


E.  L.  Weston 
A.  L.  Turner 
N.  E.  Gresham 
N.  D.  Blackman 
W.  R.  Beach 
H.  G.  Bryant 
E.  C.  Chamblee 
Edward  A.  Walker 
E.  Sumpter  Morgan 
Roy  R.  McCulloch 
Millard  M.  Johnson 
Scribner 
Michael  Shook 
Richard  Morety 
Pittard 
Greg  Day 


1916-  1919 
1920-  1923 
1923 

1924  -  1928 
1928  -  1934 
1935  -  1937 
1938  -  1940 
1940-  1944 
1944  .  1947 

1947  -  1952 
1952-  1974 
1975  -  1976 
1979  -  1989 
1990  -  1992 
1994  -  1996 
1997- 


History  of  Rowan  Baptist  Churcli/1 19 


COPY  OF  A  DOCUMENT  THAT  SHOWS 

THE  GREAT  COHARY  WAS  CONSTITUTED  IN  1759 

ALTHOUGH  IT  WAS  ORGANIZED  IN  1749 

In  this  document  which  was  written  much  later  than  the 
original  constitution  in  1759,  we  are  brought  up  to  the  time  of  the 
calling  of  our  second  minister,  Fleet  Cooper,  of  which  much  has  been 
recorded  in  this  book.  It  also  includes  the  ordination  of  William 
Cooper  in  1786.  Since  the  document  refers  to  the  county  as  Sampson 
we  know  it  was  written  after  1784  which  is  when  the  county  became 
Sampson,  separated  form  Duplin.  This  is  however,  the  only  original 
document  of  this  nature  known  to  be  in  existence. 

This  information  was  recently  discovered  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Historical  Library  and  Archives  in  Nashville,  TN. 

The  recording  of  information  on  Fleet  Cooper  and  William 
had  to  have  been  inscribed  in  the  late  1700s. 

The  gist  of  the  document  is  as  follows,  with  a  copy  of  the 
original  to  compare  it  to: 

North  Carolina  Sampson  County.  We  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Grate  Cohary  and  Little  Cohary  of  Six  Runs  in  ?  county.  Being 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church  properly  consituted  according  to 
order  on  the  1 5th  day  of  October  ?  1759.  Under  the  pastor  care  of  the 
Rev.  Edward  Brown  as  may  appear  by  the  records  of  ?  church 
(reference  thereunto  being  had).  And  continuing  so  till  his  decease 
which  was  on  the  day  of  November  1783.  And  left  us  to  wail  our  sad 
?.  Whilst  he  with  ?  ascended  the  Atheriel  Blue  to  ?  City  of  our  god 
particularly  described  ?  chapter  of  Revelations. 

The  streets  says  John  are  paved  with  bright  and  yellow  gold. 
The  city  is  transparent,  most  lovely  to  behold.  Its  length  its  breadth 
its?  all  equal.? 

We  continued  than  sometimes  without  a  pastor  the  not  alto- 
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gether  destitute  of  Ministerial  helps. 

Till  the  church  thought  proper  to  call  after  Brethern  Brother 
Fleet  cooper  upon  trial  of  his  ministerial  qualifications  and  finding 
him  as  we  trust  by  the  grace  of  God  faithful  was  on  the  8th  day  of  April. 
Do  ordain  a  minnister  and  then  the  pastoral  care  of  the  church 
delivered  to  him. 

Some  space  of  time  being  expired  after  our  own  beloved  Bro. 
William  Cooper  likewise  had  a  call  by  the  voice  of  the  church  and  we 
hope  and  believe  that  his  lips  were  touched  measureably  with  the 
same  Spirit  that  filled  the  Apostles  with  such  eloquence  on  the  day  of 
Pentecost  which  was  the  most  eminent  part  of  their  commission  and 
he  was  ordained  a  minister  on  the  day  of  ?  year  of  Lord  ?78. 
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Greet  ye  one  another  with  a  kiss  of  charity. 
Peace  be  with  you  all  that  are  in  Christ 
Jesus.  Amen. 

-  II  Peter 
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KEEPERS  OF  THE  FLAME 


There  is  no  way  that  this  short  book  could  contain  all  that  has 
been  revealed  to  me  during  the  writing  of  this  book.  Our  last  section 
will  share  some  of  the  highlights  of  the  memories  of  people  who  have 
written  something  special  to  share  with  generations  to  come. 

Some  readers  will  discover  their  names  in  different  chapters. 
This  will  probably  be  received  by  them  in  humility.  For  every  visible 
person  working  in  the  church,  there  are  dozens  about  whom  little  is 
heard,  but  they,  too,  have  worked  for  the  glory  of  God.  Their  reward 
is  within  themselves,  knowing  that  they  have  contributed  to  God's 
work.  They,  as  well  as  those  named,  have  worked,  with  a  single 
purpose  in  mind,  to  establish  and  keep  God's  home  alive. 
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PART  TWO 


MESSAGES  FROM  MEMBERS 

HISTORICAL  NOTES 

MINISTER'S  GALLERY 

PICTURES  FROM  OUR  CONGREGATION, 
PAST  AND  PRESENT 

CEMETERY  RECORD 

SOURCES  AND  REFERENCES 
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MARY  BELL  AND  JOHN  PAUL  DAUGHTRY 


This  story  is  written  in  dedication  to  Mary  Bell  Daughtry ,  who 
was  acknowledged  in  Rowan  Baptist  church  on  Sunday,  July  11, 
1999  for  many  years  of  service  to  her  God  and  her  church.  Mary  Bell 
is  our  oldest,  active  member  as  of  this  writing. 


Editor 


< 
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ill 
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MARY  BELL  DAUGHTRY 

The  afternoon  was  warm  that  day,  I  remember  it  so  well.  My 
welcome  to  this  special  lady's  home  was  even  warmer. 

Patterns  of  sunlight  played  gently  in  her  white  hair.  Her  blue 
eyes  were  flecked  with  a  glint  of  humor,  they  appeared  to  take  the 
world  with  a  grain  of  salt.  The  expression  on  her  face  was  open  and 
trusting. 

She  was  a  petite  woman,  quickly  admitting  to  her  90  odd 
years,  but  her  unlined  face  denied  such  an  age.  Her  mind  was  quick 
and  lively  and  her  memory  that  day  was  better  than  mine  on  any  day. 
The  conversation  began  to  take  form  immediately  as  she  lead  me 
through  some  of  the  years  of  her  life. 

For  a  few  minutes  in  time  I  would  share  her  world,  and  part  of 
her  past.  She  has  lived  her  life  her  days  with  no  expectations  of  gain 
or  recognition.  There  have  been  no  plaques  or  monuments  erected  in 
her  honor,  yet  her  simple  song  of  life  has  become  a  symphony  to  those 
who  share  her  path. 

Once  her  rooms  had  been  filled  with  children.  Now,  of  course 
her  children  are  grown,  and  her  beloved  husband  died  many  years  ago. 
Still  her  family  has  expanded  even  larger,  with  in-laws  and  grandchil- 
dren and  great  grandchildren,  so  at  times  these  rooms  still  ring  with 
the  laughter  of  children. 

There  is  such  a  dignity  to  this  lady,  the  wisdom  of  the  years 
seems  pressed  in  her  eyes.  It  is  easy  to  see  her  Christianity.  She  wears 
it  like  a  cloak.  Her  family  and  her  church  have  always  been  her  life. 
Her  children  were  a  labor  of  love  she  remembers. 

Her  hands  appear  soft,  yet  they  have  known  much  work.  Over 
the  children  years  she  canned  and  preserved  and  kept  the  woodstove 
hot.  Meals  were  always  ready  for  hungry  children  or  her  husband  or 
visitors.  She  drew  water  from  a  well  and  used  the  hand  pump  on  the 
porch  to  fill  up  the  cook  pot.  She  kept  one  eye  on  her  chores  and  one 
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on  her  busy  brood  of  children.  She  used  her  apron  for  many  things,  but 
mainly  to  wipe  tears  and  small  hands  at  the  end  of  a  busy  day. 

And  even  though  she  sometimes  didn't  verbally  express 
herself,  she  gave  all  she  had  to  her  husband  and  children,  and  that  love 
lingered  with  them  long  after  they  left  her  fold,  and  seems  to  have 
colored  their  days  as  they  walked  through  life,  so  well,  on  their  own. 
She  taught  her  children  the  satisfaction  of  hard  work.  She  gave  them 
a  respect  for  nature  and  showed  them  how  to  find  joy  in  simple 
Christian  living. 

What  a  legacy  she  will  leave  to  her  family.  Perhaps  they  will 
remember  cold  afternoons  and  the  smell  of  lamp-oil,  struggling  to 
stay  awake  to  do  homework,  and  their  mama  always  there  to  comfort 
and  encourage  them.  Perhaps  they  will  remember  snuggling  in 
innocent,  dreamless  sleep  under  a  pile  of  quilts  in  a  tall  feather  bed. 
I  know  they  will  always  remember  the  love. 


MARY  BELL'S  STORY 

Mary  Bell  Daughtry  was  born  on  October  3,  1905,  between 
Clinton  and  Newton  Grove,  near  Carr  Memorial  Church.  Her  mother 
was  Anna  Parker  Casey  and  her  father  was  William  Fount  Casey,  of 
Irish  descent. 

She  had  nine  sisters  and  four  brothers.  "They  are  all  gone 
now"  she  tells  me.  "Papa  owned  a  cotton  gin  and  like  most  of  our 
neighbors,  he  was  a  farmer.  Papa  kept  two  good  horses  and  a  carriage, 
a  wagon  and  two  mules  to  pull  it.  Unless  we  walked,  that  was  our 
transportation.  Papa  was  generous  though,  he  always  offered  rides  to 
neighbors." 

"We  attended  the  Goshen  Methodist  Church.  The  smaller 
children  got  to  ride  in  the  carriage.  It  was  a  two  seater,  not  so  fancy, 
but  it  did  have  a  fringe  on  top.  Fun,  my,  my,  we  had  a  lot  of  fun. 

"We  were  a  close  family,"  Mary  Bell  remembers.  "Of  course 
we  all  had  our  chores.  But  we  took  turns,  sometimes  we'd  swap 
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around  some.  We  had  those  old  timey  reed  brooms  to  sweep  with.  We 
made  all  those.  Of  course  we  made  just  about  everything  back  then." 

"I  remember  helping  Mama  make  soap.  Folks  used  to  say  it 
was  best  to  make  it  on  a  full  moon,  not  supposed  to  shrink.  We  cooked 
Lye,  water  and  meat  scraps  together  in  an  iron  wash  pot.  We  had  to 
keep  it  boiling  "right  good"  and  stir  it  with  a  wide  stick.  Just  before 
it  was  done,  we'd  put  in  about  one-half  cup  of  turpentine  and  three  or 
four  tablespoons  of  borax,  so  it  would  lather.  Then  we'd  let  it  set 
overnight.  Come  morning  we'd  take  a  long  knife  and  cut  it  into  small 
pieces,  place  the  pieces  on  a  board  and  let  them  dry. 

Farming  was  a  good  life.  Oh,  there  was  a  lot  to  do.  We  worked 
hard,  got  up  early,  went  to  bed  early.  And  like  I  said  we  made  or  grew 
just  about  everything  we  had.  About  the  only  thing  we  bought  was 
sugar  and  flour.  People  went  out  of  their  way  to  help  you.  Families  and 
friends  stuck  together.  Even  when  times  were  hard,  there  was  always 
plenty  to  eat,  and  a  family  that  loved  you. 

"Now  we  played  some,  too,"  she  laughed.  "Ever  hear  of  Fox, 
Goose  and  Gander?  We  had  a  time  playing  that.  Then  sometimes  we'd 
make  a  ride  out  of  a  small  pine  tree.  We'd  split  it  and  well,  let  me  see, 
it  was  kinda  like  a  merry-go-round.  We  called  it  the  "Hying  Mare" 
and  about  four  at  a  time,  two  on  each  end  could  ride  it.  If  I  had  a  little 
tree  and  an  ax,  "  she  says,  "I  believe  I  could  make  one  right  now!" 

We  had  playhouses  that  we  made  out  of  sticks  and  leaves. 
We'd  play  'going  visiting'  or  Sunday  School.  We  used  our  imagina- 
tion. We  never  had  a  lot  of  toys  like  children  do  today;  some 
homemade  dolls  mostly,  not  much. 

You  know  we  cooked  and  heated  with  wood.  So  during 
woodcutting  time,  everyone  would  gather  and  cut  all  the  wood  for  the 
winter  at  once.  Fiddlers  and  such  would  come  to  the  houses  and 
entertain.  Sometimes  there' d  be  a  little  dancing,  not  like  what  you 
have  today  though."  She  shook  her  head.  "And  all  my  life  there  has 
been  church  and  visiting,  we  used  to  do  a  lot  of  visiting,  people  don't 
visit  so  much  anymore.  I  remember  when  dinner  on  the  grounds  was 
really  something.  Tables  were  made  out  of  wire,  and  we  had  all  that 
food." 
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In  1923,  Mary  Bell  Casey  was  married  to  John  Paul  Daughtry, 
"a  good  man"  she  tells  me.  They  became  the  parents  of  five  children: 
Deloyt,  James  Edward  (who  died  in  infancy),  Dorcas  McLamb, 
Lovell  and  Dempsey. 

Mary  Bell  joined  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church  when  she 
married  John.  In  1941  they  both  moved  their  membership  to  Rowan. 
There,  the  whole  family  worshipped  together  and  took  an  active  role 
in  the  life  of  their  'home  church.' 

John  Daughtry ,  just  as  Mary  Bell' s  papa  had  done  before  him, 
was  always  available  to  give  a  ride  to  someone  that  might  need  it.  John 
Paul  and  Mary  Bell  had  many  years  together  before  his  death  at  age 
84. 

In  times  passed,  I  was  never  surprised  to  see  Ms.  Mary  Bell 
perched  fearlessly  on  her  John  Deere,  raking  leaves,  or  operating  her 
Troy  Bilt  tiller  which  she  claimed  was  so  easy  "Why  a  child  could  do 
it!" 

Her  serene  and  smiling  face  can  be  seen  in  church  every 
Sunday.  She  glows  with  Christianity. 

Sometimes  it  may  seem  fearsome,  this  long  pilgrimage  from 
birth  to  a  special  age.  Mary  Bell  has  made  this  pilgrimage  better  than 
most  of  us. 

So  we  light  our  candle  for  all  the  Mary  Bells  of  this  world.  We 
can  only  stand  back  and  watch  hei  light  shine  brightly,  knowing  it  will 
embrace  all  of  us  who  may  know  her,  all  the  days  of  her  life. 

In  Proverbs,  Chapter  31,  we  find  these  words.  "Strength  and 
honor  are  her  clothing;  and  she  shall  rejoice  in  time  to  come.  Her 
children  rise  up  and  call  her  blessed. "  What  wiser  words  could  be  used 
to  describe  Mary  Bell,  all  words  that  she  would  brush  aside,  for  she 
is  a  modest  woman.  Nevertheless,  she  is  one  of  Rowan's  special 
treasures.  And  you  will  walk  a  long  way  though  a  lot  of  backroads, 
before  you  find  a  better  woman  than  Mary  Bell  Daughtry. 


Editor 
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THE  ALVIS  CLACK  FAMILY 

Alvis  and  Annie  Lee  Clack  moved  from  Grassy  Creek  Church 
Community,  North  Carolina,  in  Granville  County  in  the  1920s.  They 
moved  by  rail-car.  All  of  their  earthly  belongings  were  put  on  the  train 
along  with  their  three  children,  Sterling,  Weldon  and  Harold.  They 
also  loaded  up  some  of  their  livestock,  a  precious  comodity  in  those 
days,  and  headed  for  the  grand  town  of  Clinton,  NC.  Here  they  settled 
on  Reedsford  Road. 

They  became  faithful  members  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church. 
Annie  Lee  sang  in  the  choir,  was  W.M.U.  Director,  Training  Union 
Director,  V.S.C.  Director,  G.A.  Director,  Sunday  School  teacher  and 
on  any  committee  where  she  was  needed.  Every  summer  would  find 
her  busy  at  camp  in  the  mountains  with  the  G.A.  girls.  Church  socials 
in  her  home  were  her  joy.  Since  she  was  a  great  cook,  she  helped  the 
girls  make  pop  corn  balls,  cookies,  candy,  and  loved  a  "taffy-pull." 

She  would  sit  and  study  her  Sunday  School  lesson  while  she 
churned  her  milk  for  butter.  And  on  Sunday  nights  she  would  load  her 
A-Model  Ford  with  all  the  young  people  it  could  carry  and  head  for 
Rowan. 

If  the  church  was  open,  she  was  there.  She  and  Avis  attended 
the  Eastern  Association  fall  meetings.  In  those  days  everybody  that 
went  to  the  meetings  carried  food.  Today,  the  host  church  feeds  all 
who  attend. 

Alvis  was  a  deacon  and  a  trustee.  There  was  no  change  of 
deacons  or  trustees.  When  one  died,  another  member  was  elected  as 
a  replacement.  He  also  attended  as  faithfully  as  Annie  did,  both 
making  sure  their  children  were  in  the  church  and  part  of  the  Christian 
fellowship. 

Sadly,  they  lost  four  daughters  (including  twins)  at  an  early 
age,  they  are  buried  in  the  Rowan  Cemetery. 

They  were  loving,  faithful  members  and  enjoyed  the  fellow- 
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ship  of  their  friends  for  many  years  in  their  home  church  of  Rowan. 

Their  son,  Weldon,  has  been  a  member  since  the  family 
moved  here  in  the  20s,  and  is  still  an  active  member  as  of  this  writing 
in  July  1999. 

Weldon  has  served  in  almost  every  position  in  the  church, 
including  rilling  the  pulpit  on  several  Men' s  Day  services.  If  the  doors 
were  opened,  like  his  parents,  he  was  there,  ready  to  do  what  he  could 
until  his  health  began  to  fail  (to  Parkinson  Disease).  Nevertheless,  he 
still  attends,  and  Rowan  has  always  been  his  church  home. 

In  1941,  he  married  Anna  Lee  Bell,  and  together  they  raised 
their  two  sons,  Donald  Ray  and  Ronnie  Gene.  They,  too,  were  Rowan 
children,  raised  in  the  Christian  fellowship  of  the  church. 

Anna  Lee  has  always  done  her  share  in  the  church,  serving  in 
so  many  capacities,  includng  the  job  of  Chruch  Treasurer.  Anna  Lee, 
with  her  generous  smile  and  Christian  firendliness,  has  been  beside 
her  husband  through  all  these  many  years. 

Fortunately  for  Rowan,  the  Clacks  have  made  it  their  church 
home  for  over  seventy-five  years. 
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THE  JAMES  YANCEY  FAMILY 


James  Elvin  Yancey,  oldest  son  of  Jimmy  and  Mamie  L. 
Yancey  and  Mary  Dixie  Chestnutt,  third  daughter  of  Winifred  and 
Mary  Murphy  Chestnutt  were  married,  March  30,  1946. 

James  went  into  the  army  January  1 5, 1 942,  at  Ft.  Bragg,  N.C. 
and  served  overseas  for  over  three  years  in  Ireland,  North  Africa  and 
Italy  in  the  1st  armored  division,  as  a  radio  operator.  He  received  the 
purple  heart  -  something  he  was  always  proud  of. 

After  service  in  the  army,  he  attended  Cayne  Electrical  School 
in  Chicago.  He  served  in  the  National  Guard  for  many  years.  He  was 
employed  with  Sears  Roebuck  Co.  when  he  retired  in  1982. 

James  joined  Rowan  Baptist  Church  as  a  young  boy.  He  was 
a  deacon,  and  served  on  several  different  committees  in  the  church  for 
many  years.  He  was  a  Sunday  School  teacher,  and  always  enjoyed 
attending  the  Baptist  State  Convention  over  the  years  with  Rev. 
Millard  Johnson. 

James  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  in  Clinton,  where 
he  served  as  Master  of  the  Lodge  in  1985.  He  was  also  a  Shriner  and 
enjoyed  an  active  Christian  life  until  his  death  on  November  1 6, 1 986. 

James  and  Dixie  had  two  children,  Mary  Elizabeth  and  James 
Elvin,  Jr.  The  children  joined  the  church  at  Rowan  at  9  and  10  years 
of  age.  They  attended  Sunday  School,  Training  Union  and  Bible 
School.  Mary  Lib  was  in  GA's  and  Elvin  in  RA'  s.  They  enjoyed  Bible 
Drills  and  looked  forward  to  going  to  Cashwell  each  spring  for  the 
final  session  of  Bible  Drill  and  attending  the  evening  services  by  the 
sea. 

Mary  Lib  is  married  to  Roger  Dale  Fowler.  They  have  two 
daughters  who  are  members  of  Rowan,  so  along  with  me,  we  try  to 
carry  our  family  history  along  as  their  daddy  would  have  liked.  One 
daughter  is  Mary  Beth,  married  to  Allen  Eckland,  and  Lisa  Ann, 
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married  to  John  Hart.  They  also  have  one  son,  Brooks  Dab. 

James  Elvin,  Jr.  is  married  to  Diane  Riddle.  They  live  in  Cary 
and  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Summer  Lauren  Yancey.  They 
are  active  members  of  Westbrook  Baptist  Church  in  Cary.  In  August 
of  1997,  Elvin  had  the  opportunity  to  go  on  a  mission  trip  to  Brazil  for 
two  weeks  along  with  29  other  people  from  North  Carolina,  Georgia 
and  Texas.  His  pastor,  Rev.  Charles  Allard,  organized  the  trip.  Rev. 
Allard  was  a  missionary  in  Brazil  for  13  years.  Elvin  said  that  was  one 
of  the  most  fulfilling  parts  of  his  life.  Not  only  did  they  help  build  a 
church,  but  they  developed  Christian  friendships  and  love  for  these 
people. 

Included  in  this  history  of  our  family  is  the  message  that  James 
Elvin  Jr.  brought  back  to  share  with  the  congregations  of  all  Baptist 
churches. 

Dixie  moved  her  membership  to  Rowan  soon  after  marriage, 
when  she  worked  in  the  nursery,  taught  Sunday  School  in  the  Young 
Children's  Department,  taught  young  children  in  Training  Union, 
worked  with  Lucille  Carr  in  the  GA's  for  many  years,  worked  in  Bible 
School  for  several  years,  and  served  on  the  Hospitality  Committee. 

Life  at  Rowan  has  been  good  to  us  and  our  family  will  always 
consider  it  home. 

By:  Dixie  Yancey 
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LETTER  FROM  ELVIN  YANCEY 

I  want  to  first  say  how  thankful  I  am  to  have  had  an  opportunity  to  go 
to  Brazil  and  serve  in  the  mission  to  build  the  Euzebio  Baptist  Church. 
I  am  also  thankful  to  Charles  and  Gloria  for  organizing  and  leading 
us,  and  translating  the  menus.  I'm  thankful  to  Jerold  and  Verla 
Goldston  and  the  other  missionaries  there  for  hosting  us.  I'm  thankful 
to  the  Brazilians,  both  the  workers  at  the  church  and  the  residents  of 
Euzebio  and  the  area  for  receiving  us,  and  I'm  thankful  to  the  good 
Lord  for  traveling  with  us  and  watching  over  us. 

It  was  both  an  honor  and  a  privilege  to  travel  to  Brazil  with  this 
group  from  North  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Texas,  and  work  with  such 
a  great  bunch  of  people.  We  worked  a  lot,  and  had  a  lot  of  fun,  and  we 
accomplished  quite  a  bit.  We  worked  on  the  classrooms  and  the 
sanctuary,  or  the  temple  as  Jerold  called  it.  And  although  we  didn't 
finish  the  building,  there  are  some  things  we  built  that  we  did  finish. 
We  built  friendships  and  memories  that  will  not  be  forgotten.  We  built 
friendships  within  the  group  from  the  states,  we  built  friendships  with 
the  missionaries,  and  despite  a  language  barrier,  we  built  friendships 
with  the  people  of  Fortaleza  and  Euzebio. 

I  also  think  we  built  a  bridge,  a  bridge  from  Euzebio  to  Jesus 
Christ.  And  with  the  continued  work  of  those  in  Brazil  and  from  what 
I  saw  happening  there,  that  bridge  will  be  well  traveled. 

The  trip  to  Brazil  was  very  fulfilling.  That  fulfillment  was 
truly  realized  when  on  Friday  night  at  the  dedication  service,  under  all 
the  new  lights  and  the  unfinished  roof,  we  watched  as  the  church  filled 
to  capacity  and  then  some.  It  was  quite  an  emotional  sight.  Then  after 
the  service  came  time  to  say  good  buy  to  our  Brazilian  friends.  There 
were  hugs  all  around.  Again,  a  very  emotional  time.  Indeed,  parting 
is  such  sweet  sorrow. 

Though  this  Brazil  team  has  come  home,  I  ask  you  to  continue 
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your  prayers  and  support  of  the  missionaries  and  church  at  Euzebio, 
and  all  around  the  world.  Much  has  been  done,  but  there  is  still  much 
to  do. 

And  if  you  have  an  opportunity  to  go  on  a  mission  like  this,  I 
urge  you  to  go.  For  there  is  no  better  way  to  put  a  smile  of  joy  on  your 
face,  and  a  tear  of  love  in  your  eye,  than  to  share  the  love  of  God. 


Elvin  Yancey 
Brazil,  August  1997 
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THE  WALTER  MERRITT  FAMILY 


To  my  Christian  family, 

My  name  is  Walter  C.  Merritt  and  I  was  born  well  over  seventy  years 
ago  to  Alston  and  Armilea  Tew  Merritt. 

I  was  the  next  to  the  youngest  of  six  children;  Pauline,  Robert, 
Christine,  Sentell,  myself,  and  Everrett  who  died  when  he  was  only 
eleven  years  old. 

Let  me  tell  you  about  my  life  as  a  member  of  Rowan  Church. 

As  I  remember,  we  have  always  had  some  kind  of  building 
going  on.  Baptists  believe  in  moving  on.  My  mother,  along  with  the 
other  ladies  of  the  church  would  raise  chickens  and  eggs  to  sell,  giving 
the  money  to  the  "building  fund." 

As  a  child  I  remember  the  Bible  studies,  BYPU.  I  don't  think 
we  had  RA's  as  we  do  now,  but  Sunday  School,  just  like  it  is  now  was 
one  of  the  most  important  part  of  church  attendance. 

We  use  to  have  homecoming  every  year  and  eat  outside.  The 
food  would  be  spread  on  chicken  wire  stretched  between  two  trees. 
We  have  always  been  blessed  with  wonderful  cooks  at  Rowan,  so  this 
was  a  real  treat  for  me.  I  loved  to  eat.  Still  do! 

When  I  was  about  twelve  years  old,  I  joined  Rowan  on  my 
profession  of  faith  and  was  baptized  in  the  old  "Kelly's  Mill  Pond" 
(later  called  Chestnut's  pond)  off  Rowan  Road. 

Rowan  was  my  church  home  until  I  went  into  service  in  1944 
and  spent  one  year  and  a  half  overseas  during  World  War  II.  When  I 
finally  came  back  home,  I  met  my  wonderful  wife  on  a  blind  date. 
Almost  like  a  magnet,  God  brought  us  together.  After  a  short  court- 
ship, we  married.  We  attended  First  Baptist  for  a  short  while  when  we 
moved  back  to  Clinton  in  the  late  forties,  but  that  wasn't  home.  Edna 
moved  her  membership  to  Rowan  in  the  early  fifties. 
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God  gave  us  two  precious  children,  Michael  and  Deborah,  and 
three  grandsons.  Our  children  were  active  in  the  Memory  Drills,  RA's 
and  GA's  and  always  Bible  School  and  of  course,  Sunday  School. 
They  always  enjoyed  the  summer  camp  at  Cash  well. 

Ms.  Katie  and  the  late  Rev.  Millard  Johnson  would  carry  a 
load  of  youngsters  to  Cashwell  for  a  week  every  summer.  And  I  can 
certainly  say  that  they  were  great  role  models  for  my  children.  Both 
my  children  joined  Rowan  in  their  early  teens.  Also  one  of  my 
grandsons,  Ashley,  joined  when  he  was  about  ten.  Cliff,  another 
grandson,  made  a  profession  of  faith  when  he  was  very  young. 

I  have  been  grateful  to  serve  my  church  in  any  small  way  I 
could  over  the  years,  and  that  included  several  committees:  Property, 
Cemetery,  Extension  Worker;  and  I  have  served  and  am  serving  now 
as  an  active  deacon.  One  of  my  greatest  joys  was  when  we  renovated 
our  sanctuary.  I  was  the  chairman  of  the  Properties  Committee  at  the 
time,  and  when  it  was  all  completed  I  was  so  proud  God  had  allowed 
me  to  be  a  part  of  it.  It  is  so  beautiful! 

Edna  has  served  on  the  Nominating  Committee,  Communion 
Committee,  Baptism  Committee,  Extension  Worker,  Nursery  Com- 
mittee, Secretary  of  Discipleship  Training,  as  well  as  working  in  the 
preschool  department. 

We  have  enjoyed  our  life  at  Rowan.  It  is  truly  a  wonderful 
place  with  special  people.  We  love  and  cherish  all  our  Rowan  Church 
family.  They  have  helped  mold  our  lives  with  their  Christian  fellow- 
ship. We  are  thankful  for  all  our  special  former  pastors  and  their 
families,  they  too  have  been  a  big  part  of  our  lives.  Edna  and  I,  in 
behalf  of  our  whole  family,  would  like  to  thank  our  church  family 
with  all  our  hearts.  May  God  bless  you  always. 

Walter  and  Edna  Merritt 
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MESSAGES  FROM  OUR  MEMBERS 

Sometimes  folks  will  fall  asleep  in  church.  We've  all  seen  it 
happen. 

Mr.  Obie  Malpass  and  another  male  member  of  the  church 
usually  sat  together  during  the  1 1 :00  a.m.  service.  There  were  several 
reasons  for  this,  one  of  course  being  that  they  thoroughly  enjoyed  each 
other's  company.  Another  reason  was  that  they  had  become  quite 
adept  at  keeping  one  another  awake.  This  was  something  they  were 
known  to  discuss. 

As  fate  would  have  it  one  Sunday  they  both  drifted  off 
apparently  at  the  exact  same  time.  Not  part  of  the  plan.  Mr.  Obie  came 
to  his  senses  a  little  sooner,  realized  what  had  happened  and  "not 
gently"  nudged  his  friend  smartly  in  the  ribs.  The  old  gentleman 
immediately  stood  and  in  a  very  loud  voice  said,  "AMEN!" 

-  Brenda  Malpass,  June  1999 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Billy  Hudson,  being  the  good  Christian  parents 
that  they  were,  struggled  on  Sundays  with  babies,  bottles,  diapers  and 
the  whole  nine  yards  in  order  to  attend  church. 

This  particular  Sunday  they  were  camped  out  in  the  balcony, 
favorite  retreat  for  young  parents  with  busy  little  ones.  This  Sunday 
morning  they  were  focused  more  on  baby  son  #2  than  they  probably 
were  the  message. 

Baby  son  #2  apparently  decided  he  was  a  little  tired  of  his 
faithful  bottle,  and  with  surprising  strength,  gave  it  a  mighty  fling 
over  the  balcony  rail,  where  it  landed  unbroken  in  the  congregation. 

Experienced  ministers  were  known  to  handle  everything  with 
a  grain  of  salt.  Rev.  Johnson  was  a  master  at  the  game.  When  the  bottle 
landed,  much  to  the  horror  of  the  parents  and  the  amusement  of  the  rest 
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of  the  congregation,  it  was  said  he  never  missed  a  beat.  His  voice 
never  registered  surprise  and  his  Spiritual  countenance  never  changed! 
The  bottle  and  the  baby  both  made  it  home  in  one  piece. 

Daisy  and  Billy  Hudson,  June  1999 


MESSAGES  FROM  OUR  MEMBERS 

Baptist  folk  enjoy  a  bit  of  good-natured  ribbing.  And  one  of 
our  best  sports  is  our  lovely  English  import,  Brenda  Malpass. 

As  the  story  goes:  one  Wednesday  night  Brenda  was  waiting 
for  her  most  talented  and  outspoken  mother-in-law,  Mrs.  Vida  Lee 
Malpass,  who  had  distributed  her  vocal  talents  among  the  choir  for 
many  a  year. 

Rev.  Millard  Johnson  was  the  minister  and  as  he  noted  how 
faithfully  Brenda  waited  for  Mrs.  Vida  Lee  every  Wednesday  night, 
he  approached  her  and  smilingly  suggested  that  since  she  was  always 
there  anyway  "why  not  join  the  choir?" 

Mrs.  Vida  Lee,  who  was  also  blessed  with  excellent  hearing 
capabilities,  hurriedly  walked  up  to  the  two  of  them  and  almost 
breathlessly,  as  if  she  were  afraid  the  die  had  been  cast,  exclaimed, 
"No,  if  you  put  her  in  the  choir  Preacher,  why,  why  you'  11  just  lose  the 
whole  congregation,  they'll  just  walk  out!"  Mr.  Johnson,  being  the 
gentleman  he  was,  quickly  eased  himself  out  of  the  situation. 

This  has  become  a  family  joke,  and  Brenda  readily  admits, 
although  not  over  a  loud  speaker,  that  indeed  it  is  (sigh)  true,  she  was 
not  blessed  with  the  voice  of  an  angel  from  any  dimension  that  she  was 
aware  of.  Simply  put,  she  says,  "I  cannot  sing!" 

Brenda  Malpass,  June  1999 
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THE  MINNIE  PEARL  PREACHER 

As  usual,  the  choir  comes  into  the  choir  loft  on  a  Sunday 
morning.  The  pastor  takes  his  usual  seat  in  front  of  the  choir. 

He  takes  his  usual  propping  position  on  the  podium  and  does 
his  preacher  thing,  flinging  his  arms  and  tapping  his  fingers,  some  of 
those  weird  things  preachers  have  been  known  to  do. 

Well,  the  preacher  is  doing  this  and  Donna  Ellis,  J.D.  Cham- 
bers and  myself  were  sitting  right  behind  him  doing  our  Sunday  best. 

Suddenly,  before  our  eyes,  we  noticed  that  sticking  out  from 
under  this  man' s  arm  was  no  less  than  a  price  tag  attached  to  his  sleeve. 

Well,  needless  to  say  we  cracked  up.  Choked  with  laughter, 
we  dared  not  look  each  other  in  the  eye.  When  the  poor  fellow  finally 
decided  to  sit  down  in  the  chair  in  front  of  us,  we  figured  now  was  our 
chance.  We  tried  every  trick  in  the  book  to  persuade  him  nonchalantly 
to  raise  his  arm  so  that  somehow  we  could  get  the  thing  before  it  was 
really  noticed.  He,  needless  to  say,  didn't  understand  what  we  were 
trying  to  do  and  probably  thought  we  were  losing  our  minds  and  trying 
to  wrestle  with  him.  Of  course  we  were  dying  up  there.  The  whole 
thing  was  becoming  a  comedy  routine. 

During  morning  payer,  we  decided  it  was  then  or  never.  J.D. 
took  out  his  pocket  knife,  we  grabbed  his  arm  and  zip  -  cut  off  the  tag. 
He  nearly  fainted,  and  of  course,  his  train  of  thoughts  in  that  morning 
prayer  took  on  a  whole  new  meaning. 

This  was  one  of  those  occasions  we  will  never  forget.  Michael 
Shook  was  the  minister  and  I  think  we  managed  to  scare  a  year  off  his 
life  that  Sunday! 

At  least  it  proved  a  point.  We  paid  our  preacher  well  enough 
to  buy  a  new  suit,  only  next  time  we  begged  him  to  please  check  for 
tags  before  facing  the  congregation. 

Michael  never  forgot  this  and  never  did  we.  For  some  reason, 
and  I  think  you  can  guess  why,  we  called  him  our  'Minnie  Pearl 
Preacher'. 

-  Linda  Burgess 
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MESSAGES  FROM  OUR  MEMBERS 

William  Robert  "Buddy"  Yancey  moved  with  his  family  from 
Clarksville  Virginia,  in  the  late  1920s  -  most  likely  1927. 

He  had  married  Lellie  Buchanan,  and  with  four  children  by  his 
first  wife,  they  made  Rowan  Baptist  Church  their  home.  Four  more 
children  were  eventually  added  to  the  family,  and  they  were  all  born 
in  Sampson  County. 

At  that  time  in  history  Baptists  elected  deacons  for  life  and 
they  did  not  rotate  off  as  they  do  today.  When  Rev.  Walker  was  pastor 
of  the  church,  John  recalled  an  incident  that  he  remembers  well  even 
today. 

The  Rev.  called  on  Mr.  "Buddy"  Yancey  to  close  the  service 
with  a  prayer,  but  Mr.  Yancey  (burdened  with  a  slight  hearing 
problem)  did  not  hear  him.  John  can' t  remember  all  the  details  (he  was 
9  or  10  at  the  time)  but  he  does  remember  how  acutely  embarrassed 
his  dad  was. 

From  the  late  1940s  and  early  1950s,  Rowan  was  well  blessed 
with  quite  a  few  young  people  who  attended  Training  Union  and 
evening  Worship  Services  quite  faithfully.  John  remembers  well  his 
mother's  well  taken  advice.  Namely,  "If  you  don't  go  to  church  you 
certainly  won't  be  going  anywhere  else."  Good  encouragement,  the 
type  most  of  the  parents  used  then. 

Many  good  memories  and  lasting  relationships  were  made  at 
church  on  Sunday  evenings,  so  really  "we  wanted  to  go"  said  John,  "In 
fact  it  was  the  highlight  of  the  week!" 

John  and  Jewel  Yancey 
June  1999 
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FAMILY  OF  R.A.  SAM  POLLOCK 

In  October  1 950,  we  moved  into  the  Rowan  community.  It  had 
taken  two  years  prior  to  get  the  house  halfway  finished  so  we  could 
make  the  move,  only  it  still  wasn't  finished. 

We  bought  three  and  one  half  lots  and  Sam's  brother,  Charles, 
bought  the  same.  It  had  been  the  property  of  Monroe  Marshburn  and 
when  I  saw  the  place  it  was  weeds  and  broom  straw.  Well,  I  came  off 
a  farm  so  I  knew  I  had  my  work  cut  out  for  me. 

Preacher  McCulloch  was  the  pastor  at  the  time  and  he  lived  at 
the  parsonage,  which  was  then  at  the  end  of  the  road  from  us.  He 
would  come  down  and  talk  to  Sam  and  Charles  evenings  when  they 
were  working,  ready  to  help,  too.  Actually  friends  and  family 
members  helped  do  a  lot  of  the  work,  and  I  don't  know  what  we  would 
have  done  without  them.  We  worked  about  every  day  except  Sunday. 
However  it  still  took  three  years. 

Our  first  visitor  in  the  community  was  Mrs.  Berta  Peterson. 
She  graciously  welcomed  us  to  the  community. 

Pastor  Millard  Johnson  came  to  Rowan  in  the  early  1950s.  At 
that  time,  Sam  would  take  Patricia  to  Sunday  School,  then  she 
attended  GA's.  When  she  was  in  a  program,  we'd  always  attend.  In 
January  of  1 956,  our  son  Kenneth  was  born,  so  later  on  he  and  Patricia 
would  go  together  to  Rowan.  Patricia  accepted  Christ  at  Rowan. 
Kenneth  went  to  Sunday  School  and  was  in  the  RA's  .  He  accepted 
Christ  there  also  and  was  baptized  September  7,  1969,  during  Mr. 
Johnson's  pastorate. 

The  new  parsonage  was  built  when  the  Johnsons  were  still 
there.  And  when  Patricia  got  married,  Rev.  Johnson  performed  her 
ceremony  there.  A  few  years  later  she  moved  her  membership  to 
Epworth. 

Patricia  and  Kenneth  remember  vividly  at  Bible  School  when 
Mrs.  Fannie  Peterson  and  Mrs.  Ruby  Peterson  would  make  kool-aid 
and  lemonade  in  a  wooden  wash  tub.  Turned  out  to  be  a  great  idea! 
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Later  I  started  going  to  Sunday  School  and  Worship  Services 
and  joined  a  Sunday  School  class  and  enjoyed  it  so  much.  By  this  time 
Rev.  Shook  was  pastor  and  we  all  liked  him  so  much.  I  had  not  made 
a  profession  of  my  faith  at  this  point.  Somehow  I  had  just  put  it  off  all 
those  years,  but  I  knew  how  strongly  I  believed  in  God. 

Patricia  kept  telling  me,  "Mama ,  I  know  you  believe  and  have 
faith,  why  don't  you  join  the  church?"  Out  of  the  mouths  of  babes. 

November  15-18,  1987,  Rev,  Shook  was  our  pastor  at  the 
time,  and  we  had  a  four  day  revival.  Dr.  David  Moore  was  our  guest 
speaker.  On  November  16, 1987,  as  we  were  singing  the  hymn,  "Just 
As  I  Am,"  I  did  one  of  the  hardest  things  I  thought  I  had  ever  done. 
I  walked  down  that  aisle  and  accepted  Christ  as  my  personal  Savior. 
On  December  13,  1987  I  was  baptized  by  Rev.  Shook,  along  with 
three  others.  My  brothers  and  sisters  came.  It  was  a  special  time  in  my 
life. 

Since  then  I  have  been,  or  tried  to  be,  a  regular  member.  As 
member  of  Ladies  III  Sunday  School  class,  1  almost  instantly  became 
an  assistant  teacher,  and  then  a  full-time  Sunday  School  teacher.  I 
worked  in  Bible  School  some  along  with  Janie  Belle  Strickland  in 
earlier  years.  I  have  served  on  the  Hospitality  Committee  and  now  I 
find  myself  regressing  -  I'm  in  the  nursery! 

We  do  have  a  great  church.  And  I  enjoy  my  fellowship  there 
so  much.  Of  course  I  have  a  handicap,  I  do  not  drive  and  my  husband, 
Sam,  takes  me  and  picks  me  up,  something  he  has  always  been  so  good 
about. 

Rowan  has  been  blessed  with  some  great  pastors  over  the 
years.  But  let  me  tell  you  a  secret,  our  pastor  now,  is  one  of  the  best. 

by:  Celestine  Pollock 
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LLEWELLYN  McLAMB 

Llewellyn  McLamb,  known  to  her  friends  as  "Teenie",  has 
been  a  faithful  and  devoted  member  of  Rowan  since  July  4,  1993. 
"Rowan  is  my  home"  she  says.  "And  I  have  been  happy  in  this 
Christian  atmosphere  with  my  wonderful  church  family  for  all  these 
years.  I  am  so  proud  to  be  a  member  of  Rowan." 

Editor 


JOYCE  AND  W.P.  COLLINS  FAMILY 

Joyce  Ann  Bass  joined  Rowan  in  1955.  Her  mother  and  father, 
Harvey  and  Eloise  Bass,  had  been  members  since  1 942.  So  church  had 
always  been  a  big  part  of  her  life. 

In  1962,  Joyce  married  Walter  Percy  Collins,  Jr.  In  June  of 
1969  they  became  the  proud  parents  of  a  young  man  who  would  fill 
their  hearts  with  joy  -  Walter  Percy  Collins,  III  (Walt).  There  was 
always  something  special  about  Walt,  and  even  as  a  child  he  displayed 
remarkable  talents  and  more  than  his  share  of  curiosity,  a  trait  that 
would  serve  him  well  as  he  began  to  realize  his  potential  in  many  areas 
of  his  life,  especially  music. 
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SUMNER  EAKES  STORY 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  share  some  of  my  fondest  memories 
of  Rowan  Baptist  Church  at  the  request  of  the  church  historian,  Micki 
Cottle. 

I  remember  Rowan  as  a  fellowship  of  Christian  believers  who 
loved  the  Lord.  They  are  good,  kind,  caring,  loving,  committed 
servants  who  have  continued  in  God's  service,  in  spite  of  adversity 
which  all  churches  experience,  to  win  souls  to  Christ  and  carry  out  the 
mission  of  the  church. 

Our  family  relocated  to  Sampson  County  in  1935.  We  imme- 
diately began  to  attend  Sunday  school  and  church  services  at  Rowan. 
We  were  received  warmly  and  welcomed  into  the  Rowan  Church 
family.  I  distinctively  remember  the  old  white  frame  church  structure 
that  sat  left  of  the  present  building.  Upon  completion  of  the  present 
building  the  old  building  was  sold  to  Mr.  Bill  Peterson  and  moved  to 
his  farm.  I  remember  helping  carry  bricks  to  the  brick  masons  during 
the  construction  of  the  present  building.  A  great  deal  of  the  labor  to 
build  the  new  building  was  provided  by  the  church  membership  at  no 
cost  to  the  church.  I  continued  to  be  active  in  the  church  for  a  couple 
of  years  until  I  went  off  to  school,  lived  in  Wilmington  briefly  and 
served  in  the  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rowan  has  had  a  tremendous  influence  on  my  life  since  it  was 
there  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  during  revival  services,  that  I  accepted 
Christ  as  my  personal  saviour.  Rev.  Frank  K.  Gaddy  was  the  visiting 
preacher.  I  cherish  that  experience  since  it  had  a  profound  effect  on 
my  life.  A  nod  of  my  father's  (J.  S.  Eakes,  Sr.)  head,  who  served  as 
a  deacon  and  Superintendent  of  Sunday  School  for  a  number  of  years, 
was  the  encouragement  that  I  needed  to  make  this  important  decision. 

I  was  baptized  by  the  Pastor,  Rev.  H.  G.  Bryant,  on  a  Sunday 
afternoon  at  Chestnutt's  pond.  This  too  was  a  memorable  event  that 
was  an  important  part  of  my  conversion  experience  in  becoming  a 
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Christian.  I  followed  my  mother  (Glennie  Kendall  Eakes)  in  baptism 
since  she  had  united  with  Rowan  Baptist  Church  after  belonging  to  the 
Methodist  faith  for  many  years.  My  brother  Kendall  had  also 
accepted  Christ  during  the  revival  and  the  three  of  us  were  baptized 
at  the  same  time. 

Many  of  the  former  and  present  members  of  Rowan  Baptist 
Church  have  been  life  long  friends.  Their  many  expressions  of  love 
to  my  parents  for  so  many  years  and  to  me  are  appreciated  beyond 
words.  There  are  numerous  individuals  that  I  could  name,  both  living 
and  deceased,  who  contributed  so  much  to  Rowan  as  well  as  our 
family,  but  I  will  not  do  so  for  fear  of  overlooking  some  of  God' s  most 
dedicated  and  greatest  servants. 

We  congratulate  you  on  your  250th  year  of  serving  the  Lord. 
May  God  richly  bless  each  of  you  and  continue  to  use  you  to 
accomplish  great  things  for  Him. 

In  Christ, 
July  7,  1999 
Sumner  Eakes 
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DENTON,  POPE,  ELLIS  STORY 

My  family  history  here  at  Rowan  began  with  the  Clarence 
Lenwood  and  Lancey  Baker  Denton  family. 

Clarence  and  Lancy  had  eight  children,  which  was  very  useful 
since  the  family  farmed  a  large  area  right  around  the  church.  In  fact, 
the  Denton  homeplace  still  sits  right  down  the  road  from  the  church 
on  the  corner  of  Reedsford  and  Indian  Town  Road. 

Howard  Lee  Denton  left  home  and  worked  his  way  down  to 
South  Carolina;  he  returned  with  his  wife,  Thelma  Altman  Denton. 
Through  the  years,  his  family  moved  back  and  forth  between  North 
and  South  Carolina.  Their  marriage  produced  four  children:  Lillian, 
Jake,  "Cookie"  and  Danny  Denton. 

When  "Papa  Denton"  moved  his  family  back  to  South  Caro- 
lina in  1952,  Lillian  had  graduated  from  high  school ,  had  a  good  job, 
and  had  her  eye  on  a  young  man  from  the  Herring  Community, 
Donald  Pope.  Following  a  regular  worship  service,  Donald  and 
Lillian  walked  down  the  aisle  of  Rowan  on  October  1 8, 1953  and  were 
married  by  Millard  M.  Johnson.  Within  a  year,  the  young  couple 
began  working  for  God  here  at  Rowan. 

Throughout  the  years,  Donald  has  served  as  treasurer  (25 
years),  Sunday  School  teacher,  (35+  in  the  children's  department) 
deacon,  brotherhood  and  various  committee  positions.  Lillian  has 
served  as  Sunday  School  teacher,  WMU  director,  treasurer,  Vacation 
Bible  School  and  various  other  committee  positions. 

I  was  the  first  of  the  children  to  arrive  on  the  scene  in  1956; 
Ricky  followed  in  1959,  and  Neal  completed  the  family  in  1962.  My 
two  brothers  and  I  were  introduced  to  Rowan  when  we  were  each  two 
to  three  weeks  old  and  were  placed  on  the  "cradle  roll"  in  the  nursery 
department  of  Sunday  School.  We  grew  up  under  the  pastoral 
guidance  of  Millard  and  Katie  Johnson.  We  regularly  attended 
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Sunday  School,  Training  Union,  RA's  and  GA's,  and  Youth  Choir. 
We  never  missed  VBS  for  one  or  two  weeks  in  the  early  summer 
mornings.  We  wrapped  Bible  School  up  with  a  picnic  lunch  on  the 
wire  tables  stretched  between  the  pine  trees  (where  the  swing  sets  now 
stand). 

Ricky,  Neal  and  I  remember  sitting  with  the  children  of  the 
church  on  the  front  rows  of  the  church  during  revivals.  We  would  even 
sing  from  6:45  to  7:00,  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Johnson.  We 
remember  the  yearly  summer  trips  to  Caswell  for  a  week  long  summer 
camp.  In  fact  that  is  really  where  I  first  met  Maurice  Cooper;  he  was 
the  State  Training  Union  Director  and  led  our  state  Memory  Work 
Tournament.  I  remember  GA  sleepovers  at  Dot  Beaman's  and  Emma 
Ann  Chambers'  homes.  In  fact  I  have  been  "charged"  with  tearing  the 
curtains  off  Emma  Ann' s  walls !  I  remember  GA  "Come  As  You  Are" 
meetings.  I  remember  eating  popcorn  balls  at  Mrs.  Lucille  Carr's  GA 
meetings.  In  GA's  I  remember  going  before  a  "reviewing  board" 
served  by  Mrs.  Mary  Bell  Daughtry,  Mrs.  Clack  and  Mrs.  Cooper 
Hairr.  I  remember  piling  into  Mrs.  Johnson's  white  rambler  after 
school,  so  she  could  bring  us  to  Memory  Work  practice  at  the  church. 

As  the  years  moved  along,  Ricky,  Neal  and  I  grew  up  and 
married.  Neal,  his  wife  Leah,  and  their  children,  Jenny  and  Haley, 
have  lived  in  Raleigh  since  their  marriage.  Ricky  and  Tanya  Powell 
were  married  at  Rowan  on  September  9,  1990.  Their  two  children, 
Matthew  and  Mary  Victoria,  can  now  be  seen  and  "heard"  throughout 
the  walls  of  Rowan.  Mike  Ellis  and  I  married  on  September  5,  1975, 
and  began  our  church  work  here  at  Rowan  that  very  year.  Our  two 
children,  Josh  and  Anna,  have  left  their  "mark"  on  Rowan.  Mike  has 
served  as  Sunday  School  Director,  deacon  and  various  other  commit- 
tee positions.  Mike  is  probably  best  known  for  his  "breakfasts"  and 
"flowers."  I  have  taught  Sunday  School,  VBS,  GA's,  Discipleship 
Training  Director,  and  other  committee  positions.  Mike  and  I  have 
had  the  joy  of  singing  in  the  adult  choir  with  both  our  children.  Josh's 
years  of  "Rowan  nurturing"  are  about  to  end  as  he  leaves  for  college 
this  fall.  His  "Christian  family"  has  brought  him  up  well.  Josh  and 
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Frank  Bradshaw  will  leave  open  two  positions  as  "Baptist  Brothers." 
Anna  still  has  a  couple  more  years  to  bask  in  Rowan's  warmth.  I 
believe  that  Rowan  has  helped  her  find  one  of  her  gifts,  "signing." 
Thank  you  Rowan,  for  my  rich  heritage.  I  believe  Rowan  is  a 
perfect  example  of  one  of  my  favorite  Memory  Work  verses:  Train  up 
a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go:  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart 
from  it."  Proverbs  22:6 
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JOE  AND  RALPH  ROBINSON'S  STORY 

Past  History  of  Jo  Robinson,  in  regard  to  her  introduction  to, 
and  involvement  in  the  Rowan  Baptist  Church. 

In  the  early  1950s,  while  employed  as  Medical  Secretary  at 
Rex  Hospital  in  Raleigh,  my  eye  caught  an  ad  for  Medical  Records 
Librarian  in  a  brand  new  hospital  in  a  town  called  Clinton. 

I  immediately  submitted  a  letter  in  hopes  of  advancement  in 
my  work;  I  received  an  immediate  reply  asking  me  to  report  to  the 
hospital  on  a  Sunday  Morning  for  interview  with  the  then  Adminis- 
trator -  Jim  DeVane.  I  boarded  a  Greyhound  bus  on  a  snowy  January 
day  and  when  the  day  was  over,  I  had  been  hired  and  was  back  in 
Raleigh  before  bedtime,  eager  to  resign  my  work  there  -  which  I  did 
within  thirty  days. 

Sampson  Memorial  was  a  100-bed  hospital  when  I  began  my 
work  there,  my  salary  included  full  maintenance  -  room,  board  and 
laundry. 

A  very  delightful  lady  worked  in  the  housekeeping  depart- 
ment and  soon  became  a  close  friend  to  me,  as  well  as  to  all  employees 
of  the  hospital  -  her  name  was  Ruby  Peterson. 

At  Christmas  time,  'Ms.  Ruby"  invited  several  residents  of  the 
Nurses  Residence,  to  attend  Rowan  Baptist  Church's  Christmas 
Program,  and  afterwards  to  come  to  her  house  for  a  social  hour.  So ... 
she  came  by  to  pick  me  up  (not  many  hospital  employees  had  cars  in 
those  days),  transported  me  to  Rowan,  where  I  was  ushered  into  a 
"Training  Union"  Class  of  people  "my  age".  I  was  asked  to  fill  out  a 
visitor's  card  and  a  handsome,  black-haired  male,  sitting  behind  me, 
offered  the  use  of  his  pencil.  His  name,  I  learned  later  in  the  evening, 
was  Ralph  Ellis  Robinson.  I  cannot  recall  the  Christmas  Program,  but 
there  was  one . ..  when  we  reached  the  front  walk,  the  same  handsome, 
black-haired  male  approached  us  and  asked  "Ms.  Ruby"  if  he  could 
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take  her  company  off  her  hands,  thus  the  beginning  of  courtship  which 
lasted  until  the  next  October  4,  1953,  when  I  became  Mrs.  Ralph 
Robinson. 

After  that,  I  visited  Rowan  frequently,  especially  on  Sunday 
Nights,  and  on  the  second  visit,  it  seems  there  was  no  one  to  play  the 
piano,  so  I  was  asked  to  play  -  an  opportunity  that  has  lasted  some  46 
years;  a  few  years  later,  the  organist,  Mrs.  Minnie  Woodard,  who  was 
employed  by  First  Citizen's  Bank,  slipped  and  fell  in  the  floor  of  her 
place  of  employment,  which  resulted  in  a  fractured  arm.  She  came  to 
tell  me  I  would  "have  to  play  the  organ"  because  she  was  unable  to. 
Thus  began  my  "career"  as  organist  at  Rowan  which  lasted  until  my 
girls  were  grown  and  gone  to  college. 

I  immediately  became  a  member  of  the  Worth  Grant  Circle 
(WMU),  which  was  made  up  of  Dixie  Yancey,  Irene  Yancey, 
Leezonie  Edwards,  Norma  Rae  Jones,  Lillian  Pope,  Lucille  Yancey, 
Minnie  Woodard,  Letha  Yancey,  Katie  Johnson,  Retha  Denton.  I  was 
a  member  of  this  Circle  until  it  was  disbanded  due  to  worldwide 
reorganization,  which  began  the  demise  of  the  WMU  at  Rowan.  We 
did  many  interesting  community  (and/or)  missions  projects,  had  book 
clubs  -  passing  books  each  month  to  a  new  member,  and  receiving  a 
new  one. 

I  soon  became  a  Sunday  School  Teacher,  taught  study  courses 
to  the  GA's  from  time  to  time,  sang  alto  in  the  choir,  eventually 
becoming  Choir  Director  for  a  number  of  years. 

In  the  80s  (I  think),  barriers  began  to  fall,  and  I  was  elected  a 
Deacon,  by  default,  meaning,  I  was  far  down  the  list,  but  due  to  deaths 
and  several  "no"  answers  to  calls  to  serve,  I  was  the  last  person  on  the 
list. 

I  soon  became  aware  of  "Sword  Drill"  (now  -Bible  Drill)  and 
was  fascinated  by  the  knowledge  and  skills  displayed  by  the  children 
and  youth;  so  I  volunteered  to  lead  "Youth  Sword  Drill"  (two  youth, 
Donna  Pope  (now  Ellis),  and  my  own  Peggy  Kirk  (now  Dunston).  My 
first  year,  due  to  my  lack  of  knowledge  and  experience,  my  girls  did 
not  get  past  the  Associational  Drill,  but  this  was  the  beginning  of  a 
facet  of  my  Rowan  Church  Life  that  I  deem  to  be  one  of  the  greatest 
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training  tools  in  Baptist  life;  it  has  brought  many  blessings  to  my  life 
as  I  have  seen  many  children  and  youth  become  knowledgeable  and 
skilled  in  handling  their  Bible,  but  most  of  all,  to  see  them  grow 
spiritually,  mentally,  socially,  develop  poise  and  to  want  to  become 
leaders  themselves.  Many  young  people  in  Rowan  I  count  as  "my 
children"  as  we  have  worked  and  toiled  together  learning  Scriptures 
and  Bible  Skills  through  Bible  Drill.  Scores  of  members  and  former 
members  of  Rowan  have  participated  in  Bible  Drill  for  many  years  led 
by  Mrs.  Katie  (Millard)  Johnson,  who  was  my  mentor  in  this  en- 
deavor, as  well  as  in  many  other  ways,  spiritually  and  socially. 

Let  me  pay  tribute  to  Ruby  Peterson,  who  became  an  even 
closer  friend  to  me  as  my  children  came  along;  she  made  my  clothing; 
every  holiday,  she  made  corsages  for  me  and  both  my  girls,  she  baby 
sat  when  Ralph  and  I  took  trips  out  of  town,  she  cooked  and  brought 
food  for  no  reason  at  all,  except  she  loved  to  do  it.  She  traveled  with 
my  family  to  my  home  in  Virginia,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  playing  in 
the  snow  and  throwing  snowballs.  All  through  her  life,  she  was  very 
special  to  me  and  my  family,  and  a  very  active  Rowan  member. 

Another  blessing  to  me  has  been  the  formation  of  "Petite 
Tones"  Choir,  which  has  been  in  existence  for  many  years,  and  has 
helped  many  children  and  youth  to  graduate  into  the  Adult  Choir  and 
become  very  active  in  the  Music  Program  of  Rowan. 

At  this  season  of  the  year  (summer),  Vacation  Bible  School  at 
Rowan  is  an  important  time  in  my  life,  as  I  have  been  in  involved  in 
VBS  since  I  came  to  Rowan.  This  is  one  of  my  favorite  times  in  the 
life  of  the  church,  as  it  touches  the  life  of  so  many  children  -  that  is 
when  my  faith  is  renewed  as  I  see  the  innocence  in  young  faces  as  they 
sing  and  talk  of  their  love  for  Jesus  -  it  restores  my  faith  and  hope  for 
our  future  generations. 

My  husband,  Ralph  Robinson,  by  this  time  a  handsome 
"white-haired"  young  man,  was  a  lifelong  member  of  Rowan,  having 
become  a  Christian  many  years  ago,  and  was  aware  of  much  Rowan 
history,  including  some  of  the  previous  buildings,  and  hard  wooden 
pews,  has  told  me  of  many  of  the  past  pastors  and  their  ministries.  He 
served  for  many  years  as  a  Deacon,  Royal  Ambassador  Leader, 
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Usher,  and  on  scores  of  committees,  as  well  as  being  Sunday  School 
Treasurer  for  many  years.  He  was  always  a  faithful  member,  involved 
in  many  aspects  of  the  Church,  until  the  time  of  his  death  in  1997.  His 
mother,  Mary  Robinson,  and  his  Aunt  Mollie  McLeod  both  served  as 
Sunday  School  Teachers  many  years  ago.  His  favorite  saying  was  that 
as  a  little  boy,  he  stayed  in  his  Aunt  Mollie' s  class  "until  he  was  old 
enough  to  eat  hay"  because  she  brought  them  candy  every  Sunday. 

My  first  day  at  Rowan  as  a  bride  in  1953,  worship  was  being 
held  in  the  present  County  Complex  (which  was  a  former  "Poor 
House")  -  this  due  to  the  fact  that  the  church  was  being  renovated. 

Pastors  at  Rowan  during  my  life  have  been  Millard  Johnson, 
Dana  Scrivner,  Mike  Shook,  Karl  Pittard  and  Gregory  Day. 

My  whole  life  is  centered  around  Rowan  Baptist  Church  as 
this  is  where  my  friends  are,  my  family,  as  I  am  now  widowed,  I  look 
to  Rowan  for  love  and  support,  and  hope  to  continue  this  relationship 
for  many  years  to  come.  At  the  same  time,  I  try  to  do  all  I  can  to  be 
present  when  the  doors  are  open,  because  there  is  always  a  ministry 
opportunity  awaiting,  and  hope  I  can  always  honor  God  through 
Rowan  with  my  "presence  and  my  presents". 

I  pray  God  will  help  us  at  Rowan  to  have  a  very  active  part  in 
winning  the  world  for  Christ  in  these  perilous  days. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Jo  Neal  Robinson 
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LUCILLE  AND  LEONARD'S  STORY 

My  next-door  neighbors  have  been  these:  Beach,  Bryant, 
Chamblee,  Walker,  Morgan,  McCulloch,  Johnson,  Scrivner,  Shook, 
Moretz,  Pittard,  Day.  Pastors'  families  make  good  neighbors. 

Mr.  Beach  would  sometimes  take  my  sister  Letha  and  me  with 
him  to  make  pop  calls  among  his  parishioners.  I  got  to  sit  by  the 
window;  Letha  stood  up  on  the  seat.  The  adults  would  stand  by  the  car 
and  talk.  When  the  Beaches  moved  away,  their  grandson  gave  Letha, 
Iris,  and  me  each  a  gold  bracelet  -  the  kind  with  a  hinge,  snap  fastener 
and  chain  guard.  They  would  stop  by  for  short  visits  when  they 
returned  to  Sampson  County  to  visit  their  daughter  Bertha,  who  had 
married  Mr.  Raymond  Blanchard  and  lived  in  the  New  Hope  Church 
community. 

Mr.  Bryant  was  here  when  I  started  to  school  in  1935.  Daddy 
kept  my  little  sisters  Iris  and  Letha  at  home  while  Mr.  Bryant  and 
Mother  took  me  to  school.  I  was  so  afraid  I  shook  like  a  leaf  in  the  wind 
as  I  climbed  all  those  front  steps  at  Clinton  Elementary  School  (later 
renamed  College  Street)  that  rainy  morning.  The  Bryants  had  house- 
hold help,  because  Mrs.  Bryant  was  sick  a  lot.  I  remember  thinking 
they  must  be  rich. 

While  the  Chamblees  were  here,  their  little  boy  Jimmy  and  his 
dog  Mike  were  pictured  on  a  State  Magazine  cover.  It  was  the 
Chamblees  who  encouraged  me  to  start  GA's  and  B.Y.P.U.  at  age 
eight,  a  year  earlier  than  expected.  Mr.  Chamblee  used  to  jingle 
change  in  his  pocket.  Mrs.  Chamblee  made  nice  suits  for  herself  from 
his  old  ones.  Mother  and  Daddy  said  she  would  be  pretty  in  any  kind 
of  clothes,  or  even  in  a  tow  sack. 

It  was  the  Walkers  who  had  a  daughter  my  age.  Helen  and  I 
rigged  up  a  communication  system  across  the  cornfield  one  summer, 
using  an  aspirin  box  with  a  Christmas  bell  and  tobacco  twine  across 
the  clothesline  in  each  backyard.  We  would  send  notes  in  the  box;  the 
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ball  was  to  announce  the  arrival  of  messages.  Children  weren't 
allowed  to  use  the  telephone  very  often,  because  there  were  several 
families  on  the  same  party  line,  and  it  just  was  not  polite  to  tie  up  the 
line  with  child's  play.  Pretty  Helen  had  a  boyfriend  in  each  of  her 
daddy's  churches  and  another  one  at  school.  They  moved  to  Shouns, 
Tennessee  when  we  were  in  the  tenth  grade.  Hilda  Boone  and  I  cried 
a  lot  about  that.  Mother  and  Mrs.  Walker  were  good  for  each  other, 
sometimes  even  doing  things  Daddy  and  Mr.  Walker  weren't  quite 
comfortable  about,  like  making  a  lemon  meringue  pie  for  a  crabby 
neighbor,  hiding  a  loofah  sponge  in  the  filling. 

E.C.  Watson  did  not  live  in  the  parsonage  when  he  was  interim 
pastor,  but  he  used  the  office  there.  He  was  Biology  teacher  at  CHS. 
He  taught  me  to  make  church  bulletins  and  run  them  off  on  the 
mimeograph  machine. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan  were  28  years  old  when  they  came  to 
Rowan.  Church  folks  were  in  the  parsonage  often:  fellowship  every 
Thursday  night  after  Choir  Practice,  YWA  (now  Acteens)  meetings, 
WMU  Circle  meetings,  and  many  socials.  One  entire  Saturday 
afternoon,  I  washed  dishes  for  her  after  a  women's  lunch.  There  was 
an  electric  stove,  but  no  water  heater.  The  Morgans  took  groups  to 
places  like  white  Lake  for  picnics.  They  coordinated  a  trip  to 
Ridgecrest  one  summer.  No  way  would  my  parents  let  me  ride  in  the 
back  of  a  truck  all  the  way  across  the  state,  even  though  it  was  covered 
with  canvass !  I  felt  deprived.  Morgan  was  a  good  preacher,  no  sermon 
lasting  more  than  20  minutes.  He  used  to  practice  before  a  mirror.  We 
Rowan  kids  were  proud  that  our  pastor  preached  the  baccalaureate 
sermon  for  our  CHS  graduating  class  in  1947.  (Morgan  and  Leonard 
formed  a  close,  lifetime  friendship.  Of  course,  they  were  near  the 
same  age  and  I  had  no  idea  of  ever  marrying  Leonard  Yancey!)  After 
leaving  Rowan,  Morgan  did  graduate  work  at  Harvard  and  went  on  to 
become  an  even  better  preacher  and  spiritual  adviser.  Many  co- 
pastors  in  the  Asheville  area  have  termed  him  "father  in  the  ministry." 
Mrs.  Morgan  was  a  registered  nurse.  She  helped  care  for  numerous 
sick  folks,  as  we  had  no  local  hospital  and  patients  would  just  endure 
illness  and  death  at  home.  She  and  Mary  Lou  Wallace  came  to  our 
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house  to  give  shots  and  advice  during  Grandmother's  last  illness  and 
when  Daddy  had  pneumonia  . 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  McCulloch  were  our  neighbors  when  Mother 
died.  They  became  Pap  and  Aunt  Leila  to  us  and  the  ties  lasted  the  rest 
of  their  lives.  They  helped  Daddy  deal  with  three  teenage  girls  and 
taught  us  many  important  lessons.  The  four- foot  bathtub  in  the 
parsonage  didn't  fit  his  nearly  seven-foot  height.  He  said  he  would  not 
complain  because  he  knew  many  families  in  the  church  who  bathed 
in  tin  wash  tubs.  They  took  Leonard  and  Ralph  Robinson  to  visit 
Texas  McCulloch  relatives  in  1948. 

Leonard  and  I  were  happy  to  have  Dr.  McCulloch  and  Mr. 
Morgan  officiate  at  our  wedding:  Dr.  Mac  as  pastor  and  Morgan 
assisting  in  the  ceremony;  Ms.  Helen  was  the  soloist.  The  laryngitis 
she  had  battled  all  week  stopped  her  after  the  first  or  second  note! 
Minnie  Wallace  just  shifted  a  little  and  played  the  organ  as  she  never 
had  before!  It  worked  fine;  we've  been  married  a  long  time. 

By  the  time  Mr.  Johnson  became  our  pastor,  we  no  longer 
lived  next  door  to  the  parsonage  on  White  Lake  Road.  Five  years  after 
mother's  death,  Daddy  remarried  and  moved.  Leonard  and  I,  with 
sons  Scott  and  Trent,  lived  in  a  400  square-foot  house  until  we  built 
a  house  on  Reedsford  Road  and  moved  in  1958.  The  very  next  year, 
Rowan  built  a  new  parsonage  next  door  to  us!  The  Johnsons  moved 
in  and  our  children  began  to  experience  having  pastor  and  family  as 
nearby  as  I  had  always  done!  Even  as  adults  they  still  think  they 
belong  to  the  Johnsons!  Ms.  Katie  spoiled  both  of  them  and  Mr. 
Johnson  treated  them  like  grandchildren.  The  boys  adored  Kay,  Sue 
and  Ann. 

So,  as  Leonard  and  I  aged,  the  roles  reversed.  Our  boys  went 
away  to  school  and  careers.  Instead  of  the  kid  next-door  to  the 
preacher's  family  I  became  a  next-door  neighbor  who  loves  the 
preacher's  children.  The  Scrivners  had  two  precious  ones  for  Leonard 
and  me  to  enjoy,  Doug  and  Diane.  The  family  dressed  in  costume  for 
the  1976  celebration  at  the  church.  Doug  went  along  with  the  idea  but 
didn't  think  much  of  it.  It  was  along  then  that  someone  killed  eight  or 
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nine  neighborhood  pets  (dogs  and  cats)  with  strychnine.  We  managed 
to  get  the  Scrivners'  dog  to  the  vet  in  time  to  save  his  life.  Our  Springer 
Spaniel  didn't  survive. 

The  Shooks  moved  in  next  -  Mike,  Barbara,  Brad,  Holly.  At 
18  months  of  age  Holly  was  not  immediately  happy  to  be  here.  Brad 
was  four  and  helped  me  set  out  marigolds,  which  he  called  miracles. 
Then  along  came  the  new  baby  Edward,  who  became  "ours."  He 
learned  to  count  backward  from  10,  as  we  warmed  his  bottle  in  the 
microwave.  He  moved  a  foot  in  rhythm,  keeping  time  with  stereo 
music  as  he  drank  the  milk.  He  made  his  own  path  between  the  two 
houses.  Once  we  found  him  asleep  outside  the  door,  where  he  had 
apparently  sat  down  to  wait,  too  shy  to  come  in  when  he  realized  we 
had  company.  The  Shooks  became  family  to  us;  the  children  named 
us  Ceil  and  G'Uncle. 

Richard  and  Beverly  Moretz  were  next.  Their  daughters  were 
Maria  the  drama  buff,  Michelle  the  singer,  and  Melody.  We  got  to 
know  Melody  best,  a  beautiful  child  who  enjoyed  daydreaming  and 
being  outdoors.  She  would  come  in  and  engage  in  very  sophisticated 
conversation.  All  of  them  were  cat  lovers.  Mr.  Moretz  liked  to  sing. 
His  wife  was  a  very  good  pianist. 

Karl  Pittard  was  the  next  pastor,  so  our  next  new  neighbor.  His 
wife  Susan  was  the  daughter  of  a  Baptist  minister,  thus  quits  familiar 
with  the  term  "manse  dweller."  Her  retired  parents,  Frank  and  Mary 
Zedick,  had  become  important  figures  in  State  Baptist  Convention 
Partnership  Missions.  Their  sons,  James  and  Karl,  were  high  school 
students,  both  very  smart  and  uniquely  courteous  and  mature.  It  was 
during  Dr.  Pittard' s  pastorate  that  Rowan  entered  the  computer  world 
with  an  IBM  Aptiva  in  the  church  office. 

When  Gregory  Day  became  Rowan's  pastor  in  1997,  he  and 
his  wife  Tyanna  brought  with  them  another  young  child  for  us  to  dote 
on,  four-year-old  Caleb.  We  had  seen  Caleb  now  and  then  from  the 
time  he  showed  up  at  a  seasonal  farm  workers'  picnic  in  a  baby 
stroller.  Now  we  had  a  chance  to  see  him  about  every  day  -  maybe 
even  for  the  rest  of  our  lives !  A  motorized  four-wheeler  became  his 
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mode  of  transportation.  By  age  six  he  was  an  avid  reader  and  looking 
forward  to  school.  Maybe  his  next-door  neighbor  could  go  with  him 
on  the  first  day  ... 

Again,    pastors'  families  make  good  next-door  neighbors! 
I've  always  enjoyed  mine  -  every  Rowan  pastor  in  my  lifetime. 

Lucille  Ezzell  Yancey 
June  1999 
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J.D.  AND  EMMA  ANN'S  STORY 

Emma  Ann  and  J.D.  Chambers  were  married  in  1960  at 
Rowan  Baptist  Church.  Rev.  Millard  Johnson  performed  the  nuptials, 
and  they  have  stayed  in  this  church  ever  since. 

Emma  Ann  had  actually  been  in  Rowan  all  her  life,  raised 
there  as  a  matter  of  fact.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Earl  King  and  Mary 
Susan  Matthis  King,  one  of  five  children  the  Kings  raised  in  Rowan. 

To  list  all  her  accomplishments  and  those  of  J.D. 's  would  be 
hard  to  do.  She  has  probably  served  on  every  committee  in  the  church 
at  one  time  or  another,  as  has  J.D.  Emma  has  been  WMU  Director, 
Nursery  Director,  VBS  Director,  Acteen,  GA's.  And  I  could  go  on. 
Probably  she  would  admit  her  favorite  job  has  been  working  with  the 
youth  over  the  years.  My  how  they  have  loved  her!  It  could  easily  be 
said  that  although  she  had  three  children  of  her  own,  she  raised  a 
multitude  (or  helped).  I  believe  mine  were  among  them.  Her  GA 
parties  were  legendary.  And  it  has  been  said  that  she  had  as  much  fun 
as  the  girls. 

Ever  since  Emma  Ann  joined  the  church  at  the  age  of  12,  she 
has  been  an  active  member  who  never  shirked  any  responsibility,  and 
could  be  counted  on  to  do  more  than  her  share.  I  know  I  have  served 
on  many  committees  with  her,  and  when  in  doubt,  I  just  called  Emma. 
Her  cooking  skills  are  so  special  she  does  catering  on  the  side  and  has 
been  known  to  stay  up  many  nights  just  to  prepare  a  special  cake  or 
wedding  specialties.  Her  three  children,  Ken,  Dennis  and  Teresa,  can 
certainly  say  they  have  been  raised  in  a  Christian  home  with  special 
parents  and  top-of-the-line  meals.  She  has  a  ready  smile  and  a 
winning  personality.  She  gives  without  a  thought  of  receiving. 

J.D.  has  the  distinction  of  singing  in  the  choir  for  over  39 
years.  Which  means  if  he  has  his  age  right,  he  was  only  3  when  he 
started!  Now  that  J.D.  has  retired  he  has  become  so  much  in  demand 
for  his  many  skills  that  I  am  sure  he  would  like  to  retreat  to  the  golf 
course.  But  of  course  no  one  will  give  him  time.  Over  the  years  he  has 


164/History  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church 


freely  given  of  his  time  and  talents  to  Rowan,  just  as  Emma  Ann;  they 
make  a  good  team. 

The  Chambers  have  one  grandchild  presented  to  them  by 
daughter,  Teresa.  They  are  ready  for  more.  Such  gracious  Christian 
people;  another  example  of  what  makes  Rowan  the  church  it  is. 

by:  Micki  Cottle 
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THE  FAMILY  MEMORIES  OF  EDWARD  BYRD 

My  name  is  Edward  Byrd  and  Rowan  Baptist  Church  has  been 
my  home  for  a  long,  long,  time. 

I  am  the  son  of  King  Edward  Byrd  and  Jessie  Patrick  Gardner 
Byrd. 

I  enjoyed  a  Christian  family  with  three  siblings.  My  half- 
sister,  Jessie  Gardner  Bibb  lives  in  Fayetteville;  Clyde  Gardner,  my 
half  brother  also  lives  in  Fayetteville.  My  brother  Ralph  lives  close 
enough  I  can  almost  look  out  the  window  and  wave.  At  one  time  we 
were  all  members  of  Rowan. 

I  officially  joined  the  church  at  the  age  of  12  .  Since  that  time 
I  have  tried  to  serve  the  Lord  as  best  I  could,  as  a  Deacon,  Bible 
Teacher,  Usher,  and  for  25  years  plus,  a  Sunday  School  Teacher.  They 
might  wish  I'd  retire  but  I've  still  got  a  few  wheels  turning. 

As  I  look  back  over  the  years  there  are  lots  of  precious 
memories  I  still  recall  as  if  they  happened  yesterday.  Truth  be  known, 
I  can  remember  years  ago  better  than  I  can  remember  what  happened 
yesterday. 

As  a  boy  I  look  back  at  the  wonderful  training  I  received  in 
BYPU  on  Sunday  nights.  How  we  would  enjoy  the  study  and 
fellowship  with  one  another.  Most  of  the  boys  and  girls  on  our  road, 
(Reedsford)  would  meet  as  a  group  and  walk,  laughing  and  talking, 
heading  for  church.  The  Tews,  Yancey  s,  Clacks,  Bryants  and  Dentons, 
we  were  one  happy-go-lucky  bunch  of  youngsters. 

Sometimes,  in  those  "olden"  days  (as  my  grandchildren  call 
them,)  we  enjoyed  what  we  called  a  "Social"  at  different  homes  in  the 
neighborhood.  Mostly  the  girls  planned  these  occasions.  We  always 
looked  forward  to  an  invitation  to  the  Best  home.  Catherine,  Lois, 
Mildred  and  Ernestine.  Such  good-looking  girls.  What  really  made 
this  such  a  special  time  to  me  was  that  I  had  such  a  crush  on  Mildred! 
We  played  quite  a  few  games  too;  Spin  the  Bottle,  Post  Office.  My 
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favorite  was  Spin  the  Bottle,  especially  when  it  spun  the  right  way... 
These  days  left  such  precious  memories  to  me.  Maybe  that's  the  way 
all  good  and  special  things  have  a  way  of  touching  you  forever. 

In  years  to  come,  WWII  would  come  along  and  separate  us 
from  our  church  our  families  and  our  friends. 

I  left  Rowan  in  1 943  and  returned  in  1 946,  after  the  war  ended. 

As  luck  would  have  it  when  I  did  return,  weary  from  the  War, 
I  met  the  "Girl  of  my  dreams,"  Rosa  Lee  Autry  of  Herring  School.  We 
met  at  a  ball  game.  I  don't  remember  the  score!  After  a  couple  of  years 
of  courtship,  (that  is  what  we  used  to  call  it  you  know)  she  consented 
to  become  my  wife  and  has  been  my  beautiful  wife  and  faithful 
companion  for  over  fifty  years. 

Over  the  years  God  blessed  us  with  four  lively  daughters: 
Dixie  Lee  Ezzell,  of  Delway,  Connie  Gressons  of  Pikeville,  Teresa 
Hovatter,  Wilson,  and  Annette  Nelson  of  Charlotte.  We  are  also  proud 
to  claim  10  grandchildren. 

The  Lord  has  certainly  blessed  our  lives  in  so  many  ways. 

So  the  years  I  spent  growing  up  at  Rowan  and  later  with  a 
family  of  my  own  have  meant  so  much  to  me  that  I  wanted  somehow 
to  share  it  with  all  of  our  special  church  family.  Our  Spiritual  ties  here 
have  allowed  us  to  enjoy  lifelong  friendships  and  the  company  and 
wisdom  of  many  memorable  ministers  over  the  years. 

And  may  it  be  said  of  us  when  generations  to  come  read  this 
testimonial,  that  faith,  family,  and  friendships  have  s  greatest  bless- 
ings in  our  lives. 

Yours  in  Faith, 

Edward  Byrd  and  Rosa  Lee  Byrd 

June  1999 
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L.E.  TART  JR. 

L.E.  Tart  made  his  way  home  from  Korea  in  1952.  In  March 
of  1952  he  married  Marie  Matthis  and  they  moved  their  membership 
to  Rowan  Baptist  Church. 

L.E.  served  as  an  usher  and  later  as  a  teacher  in  the  young 
men's  class. 

Daughters  Cinda  and  Sheila  were  born  during  the  first  years 
of  their  stay  at  Rowan.  Both  girls  were  active  in  the  church  until  they 
were  married.  Cinda  joined  Mt.  Gilead  Baptist  Church  and  Sheila 
joined  Siloam  Baptist. 

Through  the  years  LE.  has  served  as  assistant  teacher,  teacher, 
Sunday  school  superintendent,  properties  committee,  stewardship 
committee.  He  has  served  four  times  on  the  deacon  board  and  three 
times  as  the  chairman  of  deacons.  L.E.  has  also  been  active  on  the 
Pastor's  Search  Committee. 

L.E.  and  Mr.  J.P.  Daughtry  donated  the  Bulletin  Board  to  the 
church,  and  L.E.  and  his  wife,  Marie  donated  the  brick  for  the 
fireplace  in  the  Fellowship  Hall. 

L.E.  and  Leonard  Yancey  designed  and  built  the  cabinet  that 
holds  the  quilt  in  the  foyer,  with  trie  help  of  Walter  Merrit  who  assisted 
in  the  actual  building. 

Marie  passed  away  on  September  20, 1992.  But  she  is  fondly 
remembered  for  her  kindness  and  her  years  of  service  at  Rowan. 
Marie  served  as  a  Sunday  school  teacher  and  as  the  Biblical  Recorder 
representative  for  Rowan. 

L.E.  continues  to  serve  his  Lord  wherever  he  is  needed.  He  has 
always  felt  that  Rowan  has  been  a  special  blessing  in  his  life. 

by:  L.E.  Tart,  Jr. 
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LELA    WALLACE    STORY 

Lela  Wallace  always  made  sure  over  the  years  that  if  you 
visited  Rowan,  or  if  you  were  a  regular,  you  would  receive  a  warm, 
friendly  greeting. 

Lela  taught  Sunday  School  at  Rowan  for  over  34  years,  and 
my  what  a  great  gift  of  teaching  she  had.  Lela  could  bring  the 
scriptures  alive  and  her  classes  were  well  attended. 

When  Lela  and  Frank  Wallace  married  in  1942,  at  her  home, 
Vida  Lee  Malpass  sang  at  her  wedding  shower  along  with  Betty 
Malpass.  Mary  Lou  Wallace  hosted  the  shower  and  the  young  couple 
received  enough  gifts  to  "set  them  right  up." 

Eventually,  Lela  and  Frank  would  adopt  two  children  in  the 
50s;  Tony  and  Iva  Jean. 

Many  times  over  the  years,  shut-ins  might  look  out  the 
window  and  see  the  slight  form  of  this  lovely,  Christian  lady  coming 
up  their  walk.  Mrs.  Lela  was  well  known  for  bringing  tapes  of  the 
sermons  to  those  who  could  no  longer  attend  church. 

Mrs.  Lela  now  resides  in  Southwood  Nursing  Home  where 
she  still  makes  the  days  brighter  for  those  she  comes  in  contact  with. 


by:  Brenda  Malpass 
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JUDY  HAIRR  STALLINGS  STORY 

The  music  ministry  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church  has  been  a  vital 
part  of  the  church  since  its  days  of  organization.  Dedicated  volunteers 
and  professionals  in  the  field  of  music  have  brought  us  programs  of 
music  that  have  blessed  and  refreshed  us  weekly. 

Judy  Hairr  Stallings  is  one  of  those.  Judy  started  playing  piano 
and  the  organ  at  Rowan  in  November  of  1 960.  And  she  has  been  there 
ever  since.  In  November  also  of  1960  she  married  Glen  Hairr,  and 
together  they  were  partners  in  the  work  of  the  church  until  Glen's 
death.  Just  recently,  much  to  our  delight,  Judy  remarried  Sherwood 
Stallings.  He  got  a  great  lady! 

No  record  was  ever  kept  of  the  number  of  weddings  she  has 
played  for,  but  there  must  have  been  hundreds. 

She  has  blessed  Rowan  with  her  presence  not  only  at  the  organ 
or  piano,  but  serving  elsewhere  when  needed.  In  October  of  1990,  she 
became  the  church  clerk,  a  position  she  still  holds.  Her  records  are  so 
accurate  I  was  able  to  document  much  of  the  church  history  from  their 
pages. 

Judy  has  always  given  of  her  talents  freely  and  feels  this  is  her 
opportunity  to  serve  God  in  the  ways  she  knows  the  best.  She 
considers  her  part  in  the  musical  programs  as  a  spiritual  challenge  that 
has  brought  her  much  joy. 

During  the  years,  she  has  had  the  privilege  of  being  associated 
with  many  fine,  dedicated  pastors  and  choir  directors  and  choir 
members.  In  working  together  with  all  the  church  members  involved 
in  planning  and  carrying  out  the  musical  program,  Judy  has  felt  a 
closeness  and  a  mutual  bond  which  has  always  seemed  to  enrich  her 
life  as  much  as  she  has  enriched  others. 

God  bless  those  talented  fingers. 

Editor 
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REV.  GREGORY  DAY 

As  we  rest  upon  the  eve  of  our  250th  anniversary  we  do  so  with 
great  thanksgiving  in  our  hearts.  It  has  been  about  two  years  since  I 
began  my  journey  with  Rowan  and  what  an  adventure  it  has  been. 
Plans  have  been  made,  visions  cast,  and  the  body  of  Christ  has  grown 
in  number  and  spirit. 

In  the  midst  of  all  our  plans  we  have  seen  how  God's  plan  is 
being  worked  out.  We  have  seen  death  and  new  life,  growth  of  mind, 
fellowship  and  spirit  -  all  of  which  translates  into  the  Spirit  of  God 
being  alive  and  well  in  the  life  of  Rowan  as  we  continue  on  our  journey 
together. 

Over  these  last  months  it  has  been  a  daunting  task  for  me  to 
familiarize  myself  with  the  church  family.  New  faces,  new  places, 
unfamiliar  roads  and  traditions.  But  throughout  it  all  God  has  been 
good.  Slowly,  but  surely,  my  family  and  I  are  becoming  a  part  of  the 
Rowan  family.  We  are  beginning  to  share  a  common  vision  of 
missions,  evangelism,  servanthood  and  outreach.  Together  we  have 
accomplished  much  but  there  is  much  that  has  yet  to  be  done.  The 
keystone  of  our  success  will  be  that  of  working  together  for  the 
common  good  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Together  we  can  accomplish 
much.  Together  we  can  win  the  lost.  Together  we  can  be  the  people 
of  God  on  a  mission  journey  for  God  in  our  community  and  through- 
out the  world. 

It  is  my  hope  and  vision  that  we  might  continue,  as  the  body 
of  Christ,  to  love  God  and  live  like  it.  Only  then  will  the  generations 
yet  to  come  be  able  to  build  upon  the  great  foundation  which  we  have 
laid  together  presently  and  for  the  last  250  years.  May  God  bless  us 
on  our  journey! 
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OSCAR  AND  SCOTIA  CLARKE 

Oscar  and  Scotia  Clarke,  were  always  two  of  our  brightest 
stars  in  Rowan.  They  were  both  so  jovial  and  kind.  Oscar,  always  the 
gentleman,  Scotia  dressed  in  her  lovely,  stylish  outfits  with  that 
wonderful  smile  on  her  face.  After  Oscar's  death,  Scotia  came  to 
church  alone,  sadder,  but  still  with  that  smile. 

They  had  moved  their  membership  from  Grove  Park  Baptist 
Church  in  July  1978.  And  once  they  became  a  part  of  the  church  they 
began  to  do  the  Lord's  work. 

Oscar  was  a  deacon  and  served  as  chairman  and  Sunday 
school  teacher,  became  the  member  of  many  committees,  and  was 
always  willing  to  be  the  Lord's  instrument  wherever  he  might  be 
needed. 

Scotia  became  a  Sunday  school  teacher  and  also  offered  her 
talents  wherever  the  church  could  use  them. 

Today,  Oscar  is  no  longer  with  us,  and  Scotia  is  somewhat 
home-bound.  Still,  she  has  that  smile,  and  visiting  with  her  is  always 
such  a  pleasure.  She  lightens  your  day.  And  despite  her  many 
illnesses,  remains  a  brave  and  caring  Christian  lady. 

In  Scotia's  words,  "Our  church  meant  so  much  to  Oscar  and 
I.  We  fell  in  love  with  all  the  people.  In  Rowan,  you  could  feel  God 
in  that  place.  Always,  everyone  there  has  been  so  good  to  us.  And  now 
that  Oscar  is  gone,  I  am  still  left  with  that  Christian  fellowship  that  we 
both  enjoyed  for  so  many  years,  and  that  I  am  still  so  grateful  for 
today. 

Rowan  certainly  is  God's  house  and  He  blesses  all  that  may 
enter.  He  certainly  blessed  us." 


Scotia  Clarke 


1 72/History  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church 


THE  CARLSWARD  FAMILY 

You  won't  find  the  name  'Carlsward'  in  the  history  of  Rowan 
Baptist  Church.  But  the  faith  and  love  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the  same  in 
our  heritage. 

Eugene's  mother  and  father  were  born  in  Sweden  and  mi- 
grated to  the  United  States  in  the  early  1900s.  He  was  a  farmer  and  she 
was  a  homemaker.  They  had  five  children.  Eugene,  the  youngest,  was 
born  and  raised  in  Vero  Beach,  Fla. 

Dotty' s  mother  was  born  in  Daytona  Beach,  Fla.  and  her 
father  in  Stillwater,  Oklahoma,  before  it  became  a  state.  They  were 
both  raised  in  Daytona  Beach.  He  was  a  dentist  and  she  a  homemaker. 
They  had  three  children.  Dotty,  the  youngest,  was  born  in  Daytona 
Beach  and  raised  in  Vero  Beach,  Fla. 

Dotty  and  Eugene  were  high  school  sweethearts  and  were 
married  in  1951  after  Eugene  had  attended  the  University  of  Florida 
for  one  year  and  Dotty  had  attended  Florida  State  for  six  months. 
Eugene,  then  went  on  to  spend  two  years  active  duty  and  six  years 
inactive  duty  in  the  US  Navy.  After  leaving  the  service  he  became  a 
farmer,  at  first  for  himself  and  later  for  a  large  corporation.  In  1955 
their  first  child,  a  girl  was  born.  The  second  child,  a  boy,  was  born  in 
1958.  Then  in  1963  their  third  and  last  child,  another  wonderful  little 
girl,  was  born. 

By  1964,  the  produce  farming  moved  further  south  and  so  did 
the  Carlswards.  They  lived  in  Boynton  Beach,  Florida,  where  Dotty 
continued  to  be  a  homemaker  until  1970  when  she  went  to  work  part 
time,  for  eight  years  at  the  local  hospital. 

The  children  were  brought  up  in  a  Christian  home  where 
church  activities  were  seven  days  a  week!  In  kindergarten,  Ingrid  was 
told  to  draw  a  picture  of  her  home,  she  drew  a  picture  of  the  church 
It  was  the  happiest  time  of  their  lives.  The  two  older  children  left  home 
for  college  or  to  pursue  their  dreams  on  their  own  and  the  participation 
at  church  dwindled. 
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In  1978,  the  opportunity  to  move  to  Clinton  NC,  became 
available.  Dotty,  Eugene  and  Ingrid  moved  in  the  fall  of  1978  leaving 
behind  a  23  year  old  married  daughter,  who  had  never  had  children, 
and  a  twenty  year  old  unmarried  son,  who  later  married  and  had  a  son, 
divorced  and  remarried  and  was  blessed  with  a  second  son.  They  also 
left  behind  a  lot  of  precious  memories  and  good  friends. 

A  new  church  home  was  found  in  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
where  Ingrid,  fourteen  years  old,  was  received  with  open  arms  into  the 
youth  group  there. 

Within  a  year  they  bought  a  home  in  Turkey,  NC,  but 
continued  to  go  to  church  in  Clinton  off  and  on.  In  early  1982,  they 
bought  a  little  grocery  store  in  downtown  Turkey.  Ingrid  married 
Curtis  Smith  of  Clinton.  For  fifteen  years  the  grocery  store  became 
their  life  every  waking  hour,  seven  days  a  week.  So  they  were 
definitely  ready  for  retirement  when  it  came  in  the  fall  of  1 997.  By  this 
time  Ingrid  had  a  wonderful  son,  Curt  Jr.,  and  had  moved  her  letter  to 
Rowan  Baptist  Church.  Her  husband,  Curtis,  became  a  Christian  and 
joined  the  church. 

Dotty  and  Eugene  had  missed  the  warmth  of  a  church  family 
through  the  years,  and  hoped  to  find  it  one  again  in  the  church  where 
Ingrid  and  her  family  belonged.  They  started  going  to  Rowan  and 
found  that  lost  feeling  of  "belonging"  and  they  moved  their  letter  from 
First  Baptist  Church. 

The  pastor  and  church  family  have  graciously  accepted  them. 
And  more  good  news,  as  I  write  this  message,  Ingrid  and  Curtis  are 
anxiously  awaiting  a  new  baby,  due  October  1999.  For  Ingrid  and 
Curtis,  the  best  is  yet  to  come.  The  hope  to  give  to  others  what  has  been 
given  to  them.  And  we  all  look  forward  as  a  family  to  many  good  years 
of  fellowship  at  Rowan  Baptist  Church. 
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MILTON  DOUGLAS  CARR  FAMILY 

Milton  Douglas  Carr  is  the  son  of  Milton  and  Lucille  Can, 
born  December  31,  1941  in  Sampson  County  in  the  community 
known  as  Moltonville. 

Doug  married  Connie  Matthews  on  September  6,  1963  and 
they  reside  in  the  old  homeplace  of  Doug's  paternal  grandparents, 
Lewis  and  Emma  Carr. 

Doug  and  Connie  are  the  proud  parents  of  three  children: 
Christi  Michele,  who  is  married  to  David  Wayne  Brazell.  They  have 
two  children,  Taylor  Nichole  and  Aston  Carr. 

Douglas  Craig,  who  married  Jamie  Jones,  has  one  child, 
Logan  Jones  Carr. 

Edward  Harold  (Eddie)  is  married  to  Jennifer  Merritt. 

The  Carr  family  are  very  close.  We  work  together  and  play 
together.  We  all  live  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  each  other  and  we 
wouldn't  want  it  any  other  way.  Our  life  as  a  family,  and  our  Christian 
fellowship  at  Rowan  is  the  most  important  thing  in  the  world  to  us. 

Connie  Carr 
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CARR  FAMILY  HISTORY  AT  ROWAN 

The  Carr  family  has  been  active  in  Rowan  Baptist  Church  for 
over  a  half  of  a  century,  or  should  it  be  said  that  Rowan  has  been  active 
in  the  Carr  family  for  over  a  half  of  a  century. 

It  all  began  when  Lewis  and  Emma  Carr  arrived  from  Green 
County  in  approximately  1920,  to  the  Moltonville  area  of  Sampson 
County,  an  area  that  lies  east  of  Clinton.  At  that  time,  Moltonville  had 
two  general  stores,  a  post  office,  saw  mills  and  a  grist  mill.  Today, 
these  establishments  only  exist  in  the  memories  of  those  who  lived  in 
a  bygone  era  of  Sampson  County  heritage. 

Lewis  and  Emma  Carr  moved  their  membership  to  Rowan 
sometime  around  1940.  Since  then,  the  Carr  family  has  grown  and 
with  its  growth,  the  involvement  of  the  family  in  church  affairs  has 
also  grown. 

The  two  sons  of  Lewis  and  Emma  Carr,  Milton  and  Alton, 
stayed  loyal  to  Rowan.  Their  wives,  Lucile  and  Dorothy,  have  also 
been  very  active  at  Rowan.  Dorothy  Carr  served  as  the  first  female  in 
Rowan  history  to  become  a  deacon.  Dorothy  has  also  taught  Sunday 
school,  been  heavily  involved  in  WMU,  an  Acteens  director  and  she 
has  volunteered  countless  hours  of  her  time  in  many  other  different 
ways. 

Milton  Carr's  wife,  Lucile,  has  been  extremely  active  in  the 
church  also.  She  has  been  in  WMU  and  served  as  a  G.A.  leader  for 
about  20  to  30  years.  Rowan  honored  her  a  few  years  ago  with  a 
special  G.A.  service  for  her  many  years  of  leadership  in  the  organi- 
zation and  the  church. 

The  children  of  these  two  families  have  also  been  active  in 
church  by  teaching  Sunday  school,  leading  in  G.A.'s  and  Acteens, 
and  many  other  aspects  of  church  life. 

The  grandchildren  have  also  tried  to  do  their  best  to  fill  the 
shoes  of  their  predecessors  of  the  family.  They  have  been  involved  in 
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Sunday  school,  the  church  youth  group  and  many  other  church 
organizations. 

Over  the  years,  Rowan  has  provided  a  place  where  the  family 
could  go  to  fellowship  with  other  Christian  families.  It  has  been  a 
source  of  hope,  support  and  Christian  love  for  the  family.  Rowan  is 
practically,  just  as  much  a  part  of  the  Carr  family  as  the  Carr  family 
is  a  part  of  Rowan. 

Hopefully  the  Carr  family  has  many  other  years  of  service  to 
Rowan  ahead  of  them. 


Frank  Bradshaw 
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THE  DENO  AND  CINDY  McLAMB  STORY 

As  I  began  to  write  this  history  for  our  family,  I  realized  one 
important  thing,  our  family  would  not  be  the  same  without  the 
relationships  and  memories  we  have  acquired  were  the  last  23  years 
at  Rowan  Baptist  Church. 

Deno  was  already  a  member  before  we  were  married  on  May 
28,  1976.  I'm  not  sure  at  what  point  I  actually  became  a  member  by 
transfer  from  Mt.  Gilead  Baptist  Church.  I  do  know  that  until  I  became 
an  active  member  in  Rowan  I  didn't  really  understand  what  it  was  like 
to  be  part  of  this  church  family. 

Deno  and  I  started  feeling  the  responsibility  of  attending  more 
and  serving  more  after  the  birth  of  our  first  child.  Kristina  Casey  was 
born  on  Oct.  27,  1982.  She  is  now  almost  17  years  old.  UNBELIEV- 
ABLE! I  can  remember  the  first  time  we  took  her  to  church.  I  was  a 
very  protective  mother  so  I  took  her  in  our  Sunday  School  Class  with 
us.  Soon  after  we  sat  down  this  young  looking  lady  with  very  black 
hair  came  into  the  class  wanting  to  take  Casey  with  her  to  the  nursery. 
This  person  was  Beth  Bradshaw.  I  had  never  seen  her  before  because 
she  had  always  been  behind  the  closed  doors  of  the  nursery.  (And  still 
is  to  this  day.)  If  my  memory  is  correct,  I  didn't  let  her  take  Casey  this 
day  but  I  would  soon  get  to  know  and  trust  her  as  the  weeks  passed  by. 
She  is  now  one  of  my  closet  friends  and  we  have  spent  many  hours 
working  together  in  the  church  nursery. 

Two  years  and  eight  months  later  on  June  19,1985  our  second 
child  was  born.  Kristopher  Dean,  who  is  now  14  years  old.  Also 
UNBELIEVABLE.  WOW,  two  in  high  school!  Kristopher  liked  for 
me  to  stay  close  by  so  my  Sundays  were  spent  most  always  in  the 
nursery  or  as  a  teacher  in  his  classroom.  (Needless  to  say,  he' s  not  like 
that  anymore.)  Deno  was  spending  his  Sunday  School  time  teaching 
in  the  youth  department. 

Our  third  and  final  child,  Nicholas  Cory,  was  born  on  Oct.  8, 
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1990.  He  is  now  almost  9  years  old  and  going  into  the  third  grade.  He 
was  a  very  quiet,  almost  perfect  baby.  Ask  Peggy  Cottle  about  the  ski 
trip  we  took  with  the  youth  group  when  he  was  only  8  months  old.  I 
think  everyone  will  agree  that  since  about  the  age  of  two,  he  has 
woken  up  a  quite  a  bit. 

Now  that  two  of  the  children  are  teenagers,  we  are  spending 
a  lot  of  our  time  with  the  youth  group  and  other  leaders  such  as  Donna 
and  Mike  Ellis.  Our  weekends  consist  of  Dinner  Theater  practices  and 
ministries,  white  water  rafting,  snow  skiing,  Camp  Caswell  retreats, 
Christian  concerts  and  those  dreaded  all  night  lock-ins  at  the  church. 
Poor  Nicholas  has  to  follow  along  and  endure  all  of  the  above  even 
though  he's  not  a  teenager  yet.  Life  has  sure  changed  over  the  years! 

Deno  has  served  in  many  different  areas  of  the  church.  Some 
include  youth  teacher,  RA  leader,  men' s  class  teacher,  choir  member, 
nominating  committee  and  deacon. 

I  have  served  in  areas  such  as  Nursery  worker  and  director, 
B  YW-Copers  Group  member  and  president,  Acteen  leader,  Children's 
Department  teacher,  Bible  School  craft  worker  and  Youth  Group 
leader. 

It  takes  a  lot  of  hard  work  and  a  group  of  committed 
Christians  to  make  a  church.  The  people  who  make  up  the  body  of 
Rowan  Baptist  Church  are  those  kind  of  Christians. 

The  world  has  changed  a  lot  in  250  years.  Life  seems  to  be 
way  too  busy  at  times,  children  grow  up  too  fast  and  parents  get  old 
too  fast.  But  having  a  place  to  go  like  Rowan  helps  us  to  endure 
anything  that  can  come  our  way. 

Rowan  has  been  blessed  with  many  great  pastors  over  the  last 
250  years  and  has  definitely  been  blessed  by  the  presence  of  our 
current  pastor,  Greg  Day  and  his  family,  Tyanna  and  Caleb.  The 
former  pastors  and  Greg  and  Tyanna  have  been  very  important  in 
preparing  us,  our  children,  and  the  members  of  Rowan,  to  live  in  a 
world  that  is  less  than  perfect. 

Our  family  would  not  be  the  same  today  without  the  love  and 
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support  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church  and  we  would  like  to  say  Thank 
You! 


Written  By:  Cindy  Mclamb 


Deno  is  the  son  of  Ariel  and  Dorcas  Mclamb.  He  is  the 
grandson  of  John  Paul  &  Mary  Bell  Daughtry  and  Charlie  and 
Beatrice  Mclamb. 

Cindy  is  the  daughter  of  R.  H.  and  Agnes  Powell.  She  is  the 
granddaughter  of  Leroy  and  Gertrude  Powell  and  Fred  and  Lucy 
Beck. 
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DONNA  BROWN  BALDWIN  JOHNSON 

Donna  Johnson  was  born  and  raised  in  Provincetown,  Massa- 
chusetts, which  is  a  small  town  on  the  tip  of  Cape  Cod.  Donna  met 
Horace  Gray  Baldwin  in  1945  while  he  was  in  the  US  Navy  and  they 
were  married  in  1946.  They  lived  in  Massachusetts  for  a  couple  of 
years  and  moved  to  Virginia  in  1948.  In  1950  Horace  and  Donna 
moved  to  Clinton,  North  Carolina  and  they  started  attending  Rowan 
Church  in  1951. 

Donna  and  Horace  were  truly  blessed  with  six  children.  They 
all  attended  Rowan,  and  were  in  Sunday  School  and  Bible  School. 
Church  became  their  other  home.  Four  of  the  children  were  married 
at  Rowan. 

Donna  has  fifteen  grandchildren  and  nine  great-grandchil- 
dren. Horace  passed  away  in  1986.  But  in  1995,  she  married  Leamon 
Johnson.  And  of  course  they  were  married  at  Rowan  Baptist  Church 
and  attend  Rowan  today. 

Today  Donna  is  proud  to  have  two  of  her  children  and  their 
spouses,  six  grandchildren  and  three  great  grandchildren  that  attend 
Rowan  right  along  with  her.  Two  of  these,  Frank  Baldwin  and  Becky 
Baldwin,  are  in  the  choir. 

Yes,  Mother  feels  God  has  blessed  so  many  ways.  And  her 
church  home  and  her  Christian  fellowship  she  has  found  at  Rowan  has 
brought  much  happiness  to  her  life. 


Danny  Baldwin,  son 
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THE  FOSTER  FAMILY 

Joel  Edward  Foster,  born  July  7,  1869  and  died  April  9, 1920, 
and  his  wife,  Carrie  L.  Marshburn  Foster,  born  December  16,  1884  - 
January  7,  1940;  were  early  active  Rowan  church  pioneers.  Their 
children  David  Morgan  and  Lurleen  Hudson  Foster  were  faithful 
members  and  today  their  son  Jimmie  remembers  his  growing  up  years 
in  his  home  church  fondly.  He  has  saved  a  few  mementos  which  he 
has  been  kind  enough  to  share  with  our  readers,  and  we  have  included 
copies  of  these  bits  of  history. 

Note  that  on  his  Cradle  Roll  Certificate,  dated  January  22, 
1944,  the  signature  of  the  pastor  was  that  of  Edward  Walker.  "In  fact," 
said  Jimmie,  "I  had  to  use  this  document  once  as  proof  of  my  birth  at 
the  airport  when  I  was  headed  for  the  Bahamas,  since  my  actual  birth 
certificate  was  in  a  bank  deposit  box  and  I  had  forgotten  to  get  it  out 
in  time  for  my  trip!" 

The  Vacation  Bible  School  Certificate,  (which  Jimmie  faith- 
fully attended)  has  the  signature  of  Rev.  E.S.  Morgan,  June  8,  1947 
and  later  by  Rev.  Roy  McCullock,  1948-49. 

"I  am  especially  sentimental  about  my  Beginner  Department 
Promotion  Certificate,  dated  Sept.  25,  1949.  I  was  in  high-cotton 
indeed.  And  what  makes  it  even  more  special  is  my  mother's  name 
signed  as  the  Primary  Department  Superintendent.  She  showed  no 
favoritism  though.  And  I  remember  so  well  once  in  Sunday  School 
when  she  had  to  make  me  sit  in  the  hallway  as  punishment  for  not 
paying  attention  and  disrupting  my  whole  class  one  Sunday  morning! 
Tom  Denton  still  says  his  mother,  Ruth,  remembers  me  crawling  out 
of  a  window  in  my  Sunday  best.  So,  of  course  I  certainly  shied  a  long 
way  from  being  the  Foster  angel!"  Jim  remembers. 

"My  mother  and  daddy  brought  all  of  we  children  to  Rowan 
regularly  and  saw  to  it  that  we  participated  in  church  functions.  We 
were  most  involved  with  the  Children's  Choir,  Vacation  Bible 
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School,  Sunday  School  and  evening  Training  Union  always  got  a 
good  look  at  our  shiny  little  faces,  as  did  all  worship  services.  Ft. 
Caswell  retreats,  Bible  Memory  Drills,  the  Foster  brood  was  part  of 
it. 

I  am  proud  to  say:  Thanks  Mom  and  Dad. 

"All  these  wonderful  golden  memories  of  my  youth  at  Rowan 
came  rolling  back  over  the  years  to  me,  especially  when  I  was  ask  for 
a  story  contribution  for  the  History  Book"  said  Jimmie.  "These  were 
special  times  and  of  course  the  older  I  get  I  think  the  more  I  appreciate 
the  special  parents  I  had  and  the  training  in  a  church  filled  with  people 
who  cared  about  you  and  made  life  a  time  of  Christian  joy .  In  my  mind 
I  am  back  there  often,  reciting  Bible  verses,  singing  'Jesus  loves  me' 
or  packing  to  hit  the  trail  at  Ft.  Caswell.  These  things  will  always  live 
in  my  heart,  and  the  fellowship  I  received  at  Rowan  has  carried  me 
through  many  difficult  times.  Precious  links,  pages  of  the  past  that 
will  stay  with  me  forever." 

God  Bless. 

Jimmie  Franklin  Foster 

July  1999 
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THE  ARTHUR  WICK  SHIPP 
AND  EMMA  JONES  SHIPP  FAMILY 

Willie  James  Shipp  was  born  on  November  16,1869  and  died 
February  6,  1930.  His  wife,  Anna  Augusta  was  bom  on  March  12, 
1876  and  died  June  3,  1958.  They  were  the  parents  of  an  only  child, 
Arthur.  Arthur  Shipp  married  Emma  Jones  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  eight  children.  One  child,  A.W.  Shipp,  died  at  age  18 
months,  in  1920.  Willie  Carr,  born  1921,  Hilda  Grace  1923,  Elbert 
Dixie  1924,  Paul  Worth,  1 926,  Goldie  Florence,  1929,  James  Franklin, 
1931  and  Emily  Ruth,  1933. 

Arthur  W.  Shipp,  Sr.  was  born  on  March  9,  1896  -  July  26, 
1962.  Emma  Jones  Shipp  was  born  on  March  12, 1 894  and  died  Sept. 
7,  1968. 

Both  Willie  and  his  wife,  Anna,  and  Arthur  and  Emma  and 
their  children  were  faithful  members  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church  for 
many  years.  They  were  a  few  of  the  original  pioneers. 

The  old  homeplace  still  stands  on  Moltonville  Road  today  and 
echoes  still  with  the  fun  and  laughter  of  a  happy  growing  family  that 
called  it  home,  many  years  ago. 

Willie  Carr  Shipp  married  Lucy  Barfield  and  they  had  one 
daughter,  Eleanor  Carr,  who  married  Tony  Matthis.  Hilda  Grace 
married  a  Hovattier  and  they  had  one  son,  Kenny.  Dixie  married 
Lossie  Hudson,  they  have  one  daughter,  Kathy;  Paul  married  Marga- 
ret Blanchard.  They  had  two  sons,  Worth  and  David.  Florence 
married  G.J.  Sullivan,  their  two  children  are  J.  Mark  and  Joy. 

In  1952,  Patricia  Dean  Bass  married  Frank  Shipp  and  from 
this  union  was  bom  three  children;  Frankie  Dean,  Deborah  Gail,  and 
J.F.  Shipp,  Sr.  Frankie  Dean  married  Jimmie  Stephenson  and  moved 
to  Willow  Springs.  Heather  Dean  Stephenson  is  their  special  daugh- 
ter. Debbie  is  a  widow  now,  but  has  been  blessed  with  a  wonderful 
daughter,  Holly.  Holly  is  a  gifted  writer  and  a  personable  young  lady 
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who  sings  in  the  choir  at  Rowan  with  her  mother.  J.F.  married  Beth 
Ray  and  happily  for  Pat  and  Frank,  live  next  door.  They  have  two 
children,  Zackarey  Trey  Shipp  and  William  Talmadge.  Grandchil- 
dren have  been  an  added  blessing  to  Pat  and  Frank  and  is  a  subject  they 
enjoy  discussing  anytime! 

Pat  remembers  being  in  Ms.  Katie  Johnson's  Sunday  School 
class  for  24  years.  "A  wonderful  experience"  she  says.  Pat  was  also 
a  Sunday  School  teacher,  worked  with  GA's,  Acteens,  chaperoned  at 
Ft.  Caswell  and  enjoyed  her  days  as  a  Vacation  Bible  School  worker. 
"There  was  always  that  grand,  last  day,  'wind  up  picnic'  and  I  can  just 
see  Mrs.  Fannie  Peterson  with  her  dependable  tub  of  lemonade. 
"Dinner  on  the  grounds  and  lemonade,  you  couldn't  beat  that."  she 
says. 

Pat  and  the  rest  of  the  Shipp  family  remaining  at  Rowan  have 
freely  given  their  services  when  called  upon  in  Rowan.  She  enjoyed 
being  a  part  of  the  Women's  Missionary  Circles;  Property  Committee 
member,  Nominating  Committee,  and  now  the  wonderful  fellowship 
she  shares  in  Lillian  Pope's  Sunday  School  class. 

"Rowan,  well,  Rowan  Church  means  everything  to  me,  you 
see,"  Pat  smiles.  "My  church  is  a  big  part  of  my  life.  And  if  I  have  a 
problem,  I  always  know  I  have  the  personal  support  of  my  Sunday 
School  class-prayer  group,  and  that  means  so  much  to  me.  I  have 
called  on  them  many  times.  God  has  truly  blessed  our  family  in  so 
many  ways.  And  I  pray  my  life  will  always  be  part  of  the  special 
Christian  fellowship  at  Rowan.  There  is  something  about  the  joy  of 
being  a  part  of  a  church  that  makes  you  feel,  well,  even  more  like  a 
secure  "child  of  God." 

Editor,  1999 
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OBIE  AND  VIDA  LEE  MALPASS 

Vida  Lee  and  Obie  Malpass  were  faithful  and  tireless  workers 
during  their  active  days  at  Rowan  Baptist  Church. 

Obie  died  in  1990  and  Vida  Lee  now  resides  at  Mary  Gran 
Nursing  Home. 

But  during  their  days  spent  at  Rowan  they  gave  unselfishly  of 
their  time  and  energies  in  service  for  their  Lord.  Mr.  Obie  was  a 
deacon  for  many  years,  member  of  many  church  committees  and 
offices  which  he  performed  in  his  usual  quiet  manner,  for  Mr.  Malpass 
was  a  quiet  man. 

Mrs.  Vida  Lee  was  an  active,  energetic  worker  in  the  church. 
The  offices  she  held  are  too  numerous  to  count.  She  was  also  a 
member  of  the  choir,  a  Sunday  School  teacher,  and  a  ready  and  willing 
worker,  anywhere  her  services  were  needed. 

Vida  Lee  and  Obie  raised  their  three  children  -  Arlen  Ray, 
Morris  Boney,  and  Margaret  Jo  carefully  observing  their  Christian 
heritage  and  ever  within  the  loving  atmosphere  of  Rowan  Baptist 
Church. 


Brenda  Malpass 
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SUDIE  HAIRR  CANNADY  STORY 

I  was  born  and  raised  in  the  Rowan  Church  community  down 
the  road  in  Papa  Denton's  little  white  house,  many  years  ago.  Since 
then  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  church  doing  whatever  I  felt  called 
to  do. 

I  loved  singing  in  the  choir,  helping  out  with  Sunday  School 
at  Mary  Gran  Nursing  Home,  and  teaching  the  little  children  with  the 
help  of  Lillian  Pope,  a  long  time  friend.  Eventually,  I  had  to  step  down 
from  doing  many  of  these  things  I  enjoyed  so  much,  when  my  husband 
became  ill.  Things  changed.  He  needed  me  and  now  I  had  to  be  with 
him  almost  constantly. 

My  parents,  Macy  and  Jack  Hairr  were  also  members  of 
Rowan,  and  Mama,  especially  was  very  active.  She  taught,  did 
mission  work,  sang  in  the  choir,  and  worked  wherever  the  Lord 
needed  her.  I  can  still  see  her  singing  in  the  choir,  smiling  at  me. 
Daddy  would  sit  at  the  back  of  the  church  with  the  smaller  children 
in  case  he  had  to  take  one  out. 

There  were  five  children  in  our  family:  Glen,  Ella  Grey, 
myself,  (Sudie),  Kay  and  Douglas.  We  all  looked  up  to  our  older 
brother  Glen  for  support,  love  and  guidance,  especially  after  Mama 
and  Daddy  passed  away.  Mama  died  in  1 974,  and  Daddy  died  in  1 972. 
Our  brother  Glenn  passed  in  1993  after  a  short  illness. 

Glen  was  married  to  a  fine  lady,  Judy.  She  and  Glen  were 
always  active  in  Rowan.  Glen  was  a  deacon,  teacher  and  served  where 
he  was  needed.  He  was  that  special  kind  of  man  who  did  so  many  good 
deeds  that  he  kept  to  himself.  Glen  was  a  quiet  man,  a  fine  man.  Today 
Judy  still  plays  the  organ  at  Rowan,  and  serves  as  church  clerk. 

My  mother  had  quite  a  surprise  when  she  was  forty-five.  The 
Lord  saw  fit  to  send  her  one  more  child.  Douglas  wasn't  more  than  a 
handful  at  two  pounds,  but  my  he  has  been  a  special  gift  to  all  of  us. 
That  two  pound  baby  is  37  years  old  today. 
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When  my  husband,  Tony,  became  sick  I'll  never  forget  all  the 
fine  people  of  Rowan  and  all  the  kind  things  they  did  for  us  during 
that  time.  Tony  was  so  ill  that  Christmas.  We  had  two  small  children 
and  no  money  for  Santa  or  much  of  anything  else  that  Christmas  in 
1978. 

I  remember  sitting  in  my  den,  desperately  trying  to  figure 
things  out.  "How  in  the  world  Lord,  can  I  get  through  this,"  I  kept 
praying.  A  knock  at  the  door  brought  me  to  my  feet.  There  stood 
Donald  Pope,  Edward  Byrd  and  John  Yancey  bearing  gifts,  just  like 
the  "Three  Wise  men."  They  brought  money  that  helped  me  pay  the 
light  bill.  Gertrude  Marshburn  and  James  Thomas  followed  with 
groceries.  My  brother  Glen  bought  Nelson  and  Kimberly  toys  for 
Christmas.  So  that  will  always  be  a  Christmas  to  remember.  Prayers 
are  answered,  and  the  people  at  Rowan  showed  me  the  real  meaning 
of  Christianity.  Thank  you  my  friends. 

If  you  hankered  for  a  good  cookout  and  lots  of  fun,  my  uncle 
Seaton  and  Aunt  Margaret  Gale' s  house  was  the  place  to  go.  Margaret 
was  Mama's  sister,  as  was  Frances  Moore.  Margaret  and  Seaton  had 
three  children,  Jo  Ann,  J.S.  and  Judy.  Like  so  many  in  the  family,  Aunt 
Margaret  and  Uncle  Seaton  and  Jo  Ann  are  gone  now,  but  never 
forgotten. 

I  know  I'll  always  remember  the  good  times  J.S.  and  I  would 
have  at  church.  Bible  Drills  and  good  food.  When  Tony  and  I  started 
dating  we  would  pick  up  J.S.  and  head  for  Mrs.  Ruby  Peterson' s  house 
for  a  good  cook  out.  And  of  course  at  Christmas  you  could  find  us  right 
back  at  Mrs.  Ruby's  table.  Those  were  great  times. 

Tony  and  I  were  married  in  Rowan  by  Millard  Johnson  who 
was  the  minister  at  that  time  in  1968.  Tony  tried  to  take  part  in  church 
activities  as  long  as  he  was  able.  He  worked  with  the  RA's  and  also 
served  as  deacon,  before  his  health  really  began  to  fail.  In  the 
meantime  we  were  blessed  with  two  fine  children,  Kimberly,  now  23, 
and  Nelson  27. 

Nelson  and  his  wife,  Marilyn,  live  next  door  to  us  with  their 
two  perfect  children,  Paige  7  and  Glen  1 .  They  are  the  little  loves  of 
my  life.  And  I  never  tire  of  hearing  those  little  feet  tipping  in  my  door. 
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Yes,  God  has  been  so  good. 

My  daughter,  Kim,  remembers  the  wonderful  times  she  spent 
with  Mrs.  Dot  and  Lucille  Carr.  She  was  all  smiles  when  she  would 
come  home  after  spending  time  with  these  Christian  ladies.  Kim  and 
Micki  Cottle  became  good  friends  too.  Micki  encouraged  Kim  in  her 
writing  and  listened  to  her  growing-up  problems.  Micki  was  a  blessed 
supporter  for  Kim.  All  these  ladies  helped  Kim  make  that  transition 
to  adulthood.  These  ladies  are  such  fine  people. 

I  remember  talking  with  Mrs.  Pearl  Chestnut  about  the  old 
days.  Mrs.  Pearl  was  always  an  inspiration  to  me.  She  told  me  how 
pretty  my  grandma,  Sudie  Lewis  was.  I  was  named  for  her.  Grandma 
Lewis  passed  away  in  1921  when  my  mama  was  three  years  old.  So 
I  didn't  know  a  lot  about  her. 

My  grandfather,  Ed  Lewis,  was  an  outstanding  man.  He  sang 
tenor  in  the  choir  at  Rowan,  and  was  Sunday  School  Director  for  many 
years.  His  funeral  was  the  first  one  preached  in  the  new  brick  church 
in  1938. 

So  you  see,  my  roots  at  Rowan  are  pretty  deep.  Rowan  has 
always  been  my  home,  and  I  owe  my  religious  training  to  my  parents 
and  the  wonderful,  dedicated  teachers  who  took  the  time  over  the 
years  with  me  and  my  own  children  to  instill  the  Christian  principles 
that  have  always  guided  our  lives. 

To  the  fine  people  at  Rowan,  may  I  say  "thank  you  for  letting 
us  be  a  part  of  this  great  body  of  Christ.  Your  love  and  support  will 
never  be  forgotten." 

God  Bless, 

Sudie  Hairr  Cannady 
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MEMORY  HIGHLIGHTS 

My  family  roots  run  deep  in  the  history  of  Rowan  Church.  I'm 
a  direct  descendant  of  the  founder,  Edward  Brown.  His  daughter, 
Mourning  Brown,  married  Joshua  Sikes.  It  is  through  the  Sikes  line 
that  I  come  to  my  mother;  Cecil  Juanita  Matthis,  who  was  the  great 
granddaughter  of  John  Sikes,  son  of  Joshua  Sikes.  Ernest  Lee  Best, 
my  daddy,  was  the  great  nephew  of  George  S.  Best  who  served  as 
pastor  of  Rowan  for  two  different  tenures. 

Apart  from  my  family  ties,  I  have  a  deep  personal  love  for  this 
church.  I  grew  up  at  Rowan.  My  earliest  childhood  memories  go  back 
to  the  time  I  was  a  Beginner  in  Sunday  School.  Our  little  class  met  in 
the  tiny  room  on  the  back  side  of  the  building.  This  was  the  last  wood 
structure.  If  I  remember  correctly  this  class  room  was  the  only  one  in 
the  church;  other  classes  were  separated  by  curtains.  My  teacher  was 
Carrie  Lee  Foster.  I  still  remember  the  Sunbeam  song;  "Jesus  Wants 
Me  For  A  Sunbeam,"  taught  to  us  by  our  leader,  Ruby  Wallace.  We 
met  once  a  month  on  Sunday  mornings  during  the  worship  service. 

The  first  pastor  I  remember  was  Mr.  W.  R.  Beech.  Mr.  Sam 
Wallace  was  the  first  Sunday  School  Superintendent.  I  remember 
Granville  and  Minnie  Wallace  were  our  music  leaders.  Granville  led 
the  congregational  singing  and  Minnie  played  the  piano.  Minnie 
encouraged  me  to  sing  my  first  solo  in  church  for  a  Christmas 
program.  I  sang  "Silent  Night."  There  were  many  devout  consecrated 
Christian  leaders  who  taught,  led  me,  and  influenced  my  growing-up 
years  at  Rowan.  In  addition  to  those  I'  ve  already  mentioned,  there  was 
Mrs.  J.  S.  Eakes,  Mrs.  Chamblee  (a  pastor's  wife),  Mrs.  Alvis  Clack, 
and  Mrs.  Helen  Morgan  (a  pastor's  wife). 

During  my  youth,  we  had  Vacation  Bible  School  for  two 
weeks  in  conjunction  with  a  Revival.  The  Bible  School  was  held  in  the 
morning  and  Revival  at  night.  It  was  during  Bible  School  when  I  was 
twelve  years  old,  that  I  came  to  understand  that  I  was  a  lost  sinner  in 
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need  of  salvation.  I  accepted  the  gift  that  Christ  offered  me,  making 
my  profession  of  faith  in  Him.  Later  during  the  evening  service,  I 
joined  the  church.  At  the  same  service,  Daddy  joined  Rowan  by 
statement  coming  from  Johnson  Baptist  Church.  A  few  years  later 
Daddy  served  as  Training  Union  Director. 

Attending  Sunday  School  and  Vacation  Bible  School  I  learned 
much  about  the  Bible,  but  it  was  in  Baptist  Training  Union  that  I 
learned  about  Baptist  beliefs,  church  polity,  and  the  distinct  doctrines 
of  a  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

As  I  reflect  on  my  life  at  Rowan,  one  of  the  highlights  that 
stands  out  in  my  mind  is  the  celebration  of  the  Two  Hundredth 
Anniversary.  The  fact  that  Rowan  is  the  oldest  church  in  the  Eastern 
Baptist  Association  has  always  given  me  a  great  sense  of  pride.  And 
now  we  come  to  celebrate  the  Two  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniversary. 
This  church  has  stood  these  many  years  as  a  far  reaching  lighthouse 
of  faith.  I  sincerely  pray  that  no  generation  will  be  guilty  of  snuffing 
out  the  light. 

Needless  to  say,  another  lasting  memory  for  me  is  mine  and 
Ed's  wedding  at  the  church  on  June  14,  1952.  Ours  was  a  double 
wedding  with  my  youngest  sister  Peggy  and  her  husband,  Jack 
Kearns.  I  think  this  was  the  first  double  wedding  to  take  place  in 
Rowan,  and  possibly  the  last  one. 

Some  years  later  our  three  children,  Richard,  Judy,  and 
Marsha,  accepted  Christ  as  their  Savior  and  joined  Rowan.  One  of  the 
experiences  that  meant  so  much  to  the  two  girls  was  their  participation 
in  Junior  Memory  Work  led  by  "Miss"  Katie  Johnson.  Mrs.  Johnson 
worked  long  and  hard  with  the  children  and  endeared  herself  to  all  of 
them. 

I  cannot  conclude  my  memories  without  mentioning  the 
appreciation  and  joy  Mama  and  all  her  family  experienced  when 
Rowan  honored  her  as  the  oldest  living  member  on  her  ninetieth 
birthday.  We  were  so  moved  and  so  blessed  during  the  morning 
worship  service  and  the  reception  in  the  afternoon. 

Ed  and  I  are  no  longer  members  at  Rowan.  About  twenty 
years  ago  when  we  moved  to  the  New  Hope  Baptist  Church  commu- 
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nity,  we  moved  our  church  letter  to  New  Hope,  the  church  where  Ed 
grew  up. 

I  will  always  love  and  cherish  Rowan  and  the  members  who 
nurtured,  taught,  led  and  influenced  me  in  the  early  formative  days  of 
my  spiritual  journey.  Yes,  my  roots  are  forever  grounded  in  Rowan 
Baptist  Church.  Long  may  she  live  as  a  witness  to  the  world  of  a 
Savior's  love  and  redemption. 


Lois  Best  Colwell 
206  Colwell  Lane 
Turkey,  NC  28393 
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HARVEY  JAMES  AND  ELOISE  BASS  STORY 

Harvey  James  and  Eloise  Bass  joined  Rowan  during  the  spring 
revival  in  1942.  Soon  they  increased  their  family  with  three  children: 
Joyce  Ann,  born  10/15/43;  Harvey  Douglas,  7/13/46  -  died  8/49; 
Peggy  Myrl,  born  10/10/50.  Three  Baptist  babies,  though  one  would 
live  only  a  short  time. 

From  the  time  Harvey  and  Eloise  put  their  roots  down  in 
Rowan,  they  became  active  members.  Harvey,  who  died  9/29/98,  was 
a  faithful  Christian  man  who  served  as  Deacon,  Trustee,  Financial 
Teller,  Extension  Service  and  the  Baptismal  Committee.  Anywhere 
the  Lord  called  him,  he  was  ready  to  serve. 

Eloise,  who  is  still  active  today,  has  served  as  a  Sunday  school 
teacher,  and  an  assistant  Sunday  school  teacher.  She  has  been  active 
in  many  committees,  including  Hospitality,  Communion,  Flower 
committee  and  the  Extension  Service.  If  you  were  sick  you  could 
depend  upon  a  friendly  visit  from  Eloise  and  Harvey.  How  many 
vegetables  they  delivered  to  shut-ins  over  the  years! 

Their  children  also  attend  Rowan  Baptist  Church.  It  is  a 
blessed  sight  to  look  over  in  the  pew  and  see  Eloise  with  all  her  family 
every  Sunday.  The  Lord  has  surely  blessed  her  with  a  rare  and  loving 
family  of  children,  grandchildren,  and  great  grandchildren.  The  Bass 
family  is  another  of  our  rare  Christian  treasures.  And  they  have 
faithfully  served  the  Lord  in  His  church  for  many  blessed  years. 


Editor 
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THE  GUS  SUTTON  FAMILY 

Gus  and  Amanda  Williamson  Sutton  raised  their  children 
within  the  Rowan  Community. 

Gus  and  Frances  Sutton  did  the  same  after  they  married  and 
began  raising  a  family  together.  Their  children,  Gus  III  (Jeff)  Lynn, 
Allen,  Connie  and  Mac  were  Rowan  babies  and  grew  up  with  all  the 
opportunities  a  Christian  atmosphere  had  to  offer. 

Everything  involving  my  children  is  etched  in  my  memory 
because  my  children  have  always  been  the  pride  of  my  life  and  raising 
them  in  the  church  has  been  a  joy .  I  always  knew  they  belonged  to  God 
first. 

When  Jeff  was  about  12  years  old,  my  husband  would  drive 
the  children  to  Sunday  School  in  a  pony  cart!  Of  course  they  loved  it. 
And  I  remember  as  a  little  boy  in  Bible  School,  Mac  was  asked  who 
he  loved  best,  his  answer  was  quite  sincere.  "Connie"  he  shouted. 

All  three  of  our  married  children,  Lynn,  Connie  and  Mac, 
were  married  at  Rowan.  And  today  three  of  them  still  retain  their 
membership  there. 

Lynn  and  Terrell  Webster,  along  with  their  daughters,  Collyn 
and  Zannah,  are  busy  with  activities  at  Rowan  today.  The  children  are 
young  and  enthusiastic  over  their  religious  training  and  love  being  a 
part  of  Rowan.  It  is  such  a  comfort  to  see  their  interest  and  their  talents 
being  developed  under  the  skilled  and  dedicated  leaders  at  Rowan. 

I  serve  wherever  I  can,  or  wherever  I  am  needed.  Today  I  am 
on  the  Lord's  Supper  Committee  and  probably  my  favorite,  the 
Nursery.  I  think  children  bring  out  the  best  in  me  and  God  knows  it! 

My  husband  and  I  have  five  grandchildren;  Collyn,  Zannah, 
Cody,  Rachael  and  Amanda.  All  are  equally  precious  to  us. 

My  Christian  friends  at  Rowan  have  always  been  a  joy  and 
comfort  to  me.  And  I  hope  it  will  always  be  a  part  of  my  family's  life 
for  generations  to  come. 

God  Bless 
Frances  Sutton 
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THE  BOONE  QUICK  FAMILY 

T.  Walter  Boone  and  his  wife  Arminter  Boone  were  generous 
in  their  gifts  to  Rowan.  Records  indicate  that  sometime  in  the  early 
1900s,  they  gave  a  portion  of  the  land  that  Rowan  church  now  sits  on. 
Later  records  indicate  they  gave  even  more  land  in  the  middle  1900s; 
possibly  this  was  used  as  part  of  the  cemetery  lots. 

Walter  and  Arminter  had  a  daughter,  Eva,  who  married  Mr. 
Floyd  Quick.  And  although  the  Boones  were  already  members,  this 
was  the  beginning  of  the  long  association  the  Quick  family  has  had  as 
members  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  Floyd,  a  congenial,  Christian  man,  served  as  church 
treasurer,  chairman  of  trustees,  deacon  and  usher,  anywhere  the 
church  needed  his  services. 

The  Quick  boys,  Elbert,  Eugene,  Ernest,  Elloitt  and  Earl,  the 
five  Es,  were  familiar  boyish  faces  in  the  church.  As  they  grew  and 
assumed  more  duties,  Elbert  became  particularly  active  in  the  church, 
becoming  a  deacon,  chairman  of  trustees  and  like  his  father,  an  usher. 
Elbert,  living  so  close  to  the  church,  was  called  on  many  times  for  big 
and  little  emergencies.  Were  the  lights  out?  Check  the  heat.  He  was 
always  willing  and  available  to  lend  a  hand. 

The  Quick  daughters,  Mary  Ellen  and  Kathryn  were  always 
proud  to  call  Rowan  their  church  home,  as  indeed  it  was  for  many 
years.  Historical  notes  indicate  that  one  of  the  first  weddings  in  the 
new  brick  sanctuary  was  the  marriage  of  Kathryn  Quick  to  C.B.  Allen, 
Jr. 

Following  the  early  death  of  his  wife,  Mr.  Floyd  married  Rosa 
King  Wynn.  Her  children  added  two  more  additions  to  the  clan,  and 
to  the  Rowan  Church  family:  George,  (G.H.)  and  Annie  Laura. 

Virginia  Quick  Matthis,  daughter  of  Rice  and  Sally  Matthis, 
married  Elbert  in  1937,  and  they  had  one  daughter,  Eva  Alice.  Alice 
was  married  in  a  formal  ceremony  in  the  Rowan  Sanctuary.  Eventu- 
ally, from  this  union  would  come  one  grandchild. 

Alice,  like  her  parents,  was  involved  in  all  the  activities  the 
church  had  to  offer,  at  least  for  a  growing  Christian  young  lady.  GA's 
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and  Training  Union,  Bible  and  Sunday  School,  trips  to  Ft.  Caswell 
during  the  summer.  She  was  a  popular  young  miss  and  a  joy  to  her 
parents  and  teachers.  Alice  was  definitely  a  Baptist  baby,  and  the 
trainings  of  the  church  have  stayed  with  her  all  her  life. 

Virginia  offered  her  services  as  Training  Union  Director  for 
over  20  years.  She  was  a  special  member  of  the  choir,  a  Sunday  School 
teacher,  and  accepted  many  committee  appointments  over  the  years. 

Today,  Virginia  is  Virginia  Anderson,  married  to  Bill  Ander- 
son, after  the  death  of  Elbert  many  years  ago.  Her  home  is  where  it  has 
been  for  most  of  her  life.  The  lovely  old  home  place  beside  Rowan  is 
still  home.  She  and  her  husband  have  kept  it  beautifully  maintained, 
and  it  echoes  with  the  memories  of  years  past. 

Virginia's  family  has  always  been  an  asset  to  Rowan  and  they 
have  played  an  important  part  in  the  history  of  the  church  she  has 
loved  so  well. 


Editor 
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WILLIAM  T.  COTTLE,  JR.  FAMILY 

Peggy  Bass  Cottle,  with  her  dark  brown  hair  and  lovely  eyes, 
was  born  to  Harvey  James  and  Eloise  Bell  Bass  on  October  10, 1950. 
Her  parents  lost  no  time  in  enrolling  her  in  the  Rowan  Church  Cradle 
Roll  -  April  11,  1951.  When  she  jump-started  her  way  to  12  she  felt 
ready  to  join  the  church  on  her  own. 

The  years  flew  by,  and  on  July  1 9, 1 968,  in  a  formal  ceremony 
at  Rowan  she  married  William  T.  Cottle,  Jr.  Soon  after  he  too,  became 
a  member  at  Rowan. 

Peggy  and  Billy  had  two  children;  Christine  Lynn,  born  on 
April  29, 1969,  and  James  Dairy  1,  born  on  June  23, 1973.  Both  of  the 
children  would  follow  in  their  parent's  footsteps  and  join  the  church 
around  the  same  time  their  mother  did,  age  1 2. 

Over  the  years  they  became  involved  in  church  youth  activi- 
ties and  enjoyed  the  Christian  fellowship  of  their  peers.  Eventually, 
they  would  both  marry  in  Rowan  and  the  cycle  would  continue. 

"The  Lord  has  blessed  our  family,  and  we  are  so  proud  to  be 
a  part  of  Rowan.  And  we  look  forward  to  celebrating  250  years  of 
Baptist  history  as  our  birthday  in  the  church  arrives  in  October." 


Editor 
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HUBERT  S.  JR.  AND  JOANNE  H.  PETERSON  FAMILY 

Hubert  Stephen  Peterson  Jr.  was  born  on  Sept.  13,  1934  in 
Sampson  County  to  Hubert  Stephen  and  Ruby  D.  Peterson.  He  began 
attending  Rowan  Baptist  Church  as  an  infant  and  later  became  a 
member.  Always  active,  he  has  served  on  various  church  committees 
during  his  time  there. 

He  attended  College  Street  Elementary  School  and  later 
graduated  from  Clinton  High.  After  graduation,  Steve  and  some  of  his 
buddies  moved  to  Wilmington  and  had  jobs  at  the  Colonial  Store.  A 
few  years  later  he  was  a  government  Peanut  Grader  in  North  Carolina 
and  Georgia.  He  began  to  farm  and  did  home  construction  work 
during  the  winter.  Steve  also  served  in  the  National  Guard.  Later  he 
did  maintenance  work  with  the  Sampson  County  school  system  for 
nineteen  years.  Steve  is  a  32  degree  Mason  and  Shriner,  as  was  his 
father. 

He  met  his  wife,  Joanne,  on  a  blind  date.  His  neighbor,  Pat 
Shipp,  and  Joanne's  sister,  Sharon  Pearsall,  thought  they  might  have 
a  lot  in  common,  turns  out  they  did.  After  dating  for  some  time  they 
were  married  on  January  16,  1976.  They  made  their  home  in 
Moltonville,  where  they  still  live. 

Joanne  was  born  on  December  3, 1942  to  Stephen  Lowell  and 
Doris  King  Hollingsworth.  She  was  the  oldest  of  four  children.  She 
was  a  member  of  Piney  Grove  Baptist  Church  before  moving  to 
Rowan.  She  has  served  in  various  capacities  in  both  churches.  Joanne 
graduated  from  Hobbton  High  school  and  Campbel  College  with  a  BS 
degree  in  Elementary  education. 

Steve  retired  from  School  Maintenance  work  in  1997  due  to 
his  health.  His  favorite  pastimes  ate  fishing,  the  beach,  yard  work  and 
sharing  his  garden  and  special  blueberries  with  friends. 

After  teaching  for  thirty-four  years,  Joanne  retired  July  1, 
1999.  Her  favorite  pastime  is  reading.  Since  retirement,  she  has  more 
time  to  shire  in  Steve's  hobbies  with  him.  They  both  enjoy  the 
Christian  fellowship  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church. 

Editor  ...as  told  by  Joanne  Peterson. 
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HUBERT  S.  AND  RUBY  D.  PETERSON  FAMILY 

Hubert  Stephen  Peterson,  son  of  Davie  and  Ellie  Peterson, 
was  born  on  June  16,  1902,  in  the  community  of  Moltonville.  Davie 
and  Ellie  had  seven  children  that  survived  to  adulthood. 

Ruby  Catherine  Davis  was  born  in  Duplin  County  on  Novem- 
ber 9, 1912.  She  was  the  daughter  of  William  Robert  and  Bessie  Jane 
Price  Davis.  She  came  from  a  large  family  of  twelve  children,  seven 
girls  and  five  boys. 

Hubert  and  Ruby  were  married  on  December  2,  1933,  and 
settled  near  his  homeplace.  Ruby  joined  her  husband  as  a  member  of 
Rowan  Baptist  Church  soon  after. 

On  September  13,1934,  Hubert  and  Ruby  had  a  son,  their  only 
child,  Hubert  Stephen  Peterson,  Jr. 

Hubert  continued  to  farm  after  he  and  Ruby  were  married.  As 
most  farmers  did  at  that  time,  he  grew  corn,  soybeans,  produce,  and 
tobacco.  On  tobacco  barning  days,  Ruby  cooked  a  big  dinner  for  the 
hands.  Hubert  and  some  other  friends  of  his  were  hired  to  go  to  Canada 
about  1938  to  cure  tobacco  and  share  some  NC  knowledge.  He  always 
had  interesting  stories  to  tell  about  his  adventure.  Steve  still  has  a  letter 
that  his  daddy  wrote  to  him  during  this  time. 

Ruby  helped  with  the  farming  as  most  wives  did.  Later  she  did 
floral  work,  and  was  "Dietitian"  for  the  College  Street  school.  She 
was  also  the  first  dietitian  for  Mary  Gran  Nursing  Center.  She  was 
very  involved  in  Rowan..  She  loved  floral  arranging;  was  a  member 
of  the  choir;  Sunday  school  teacher;  WMU  leader;  active  in  Vacation 
Bible  School  and  the  Pastor  Search  committee.  Ruby  prepared  many 
church  dinners.  Even  after  her  stroke,  although  in  a  wheel  chair,  she 
enjoyed  Rowan's  Wednesday  night  suppers,  Sunday  school  and 
Worship  Service. 

Hubert  and  Ruby  always  loved  having  people  their  home.  And 
you  could  be  assured  of  warm  hospitality  and  good  food.  Hubert  and 
Ruby  lived  to  celebrate  their  Silver  Wedding  Anniversary.  Hubert 
passed  away  on  March  24,  1974.  Ruby  lived  the  last  years  of  her  life 
with  her  son,  Steve,  and  daughter-in-law,  Joanne.  She  passed  away 
December  30,  1998. 

An  important  era  had  ended  when  these  two  wonderful 
Christian  people  passed. 

Joanne  H.  Peterson 
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DAPHNE  KING'S  STORY 

My  mother  and  father  were  Allie  and  Callie  Burgess.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  and  lifetime  members  of  Rowan 
Baptist  Church. 

When  I  was  five  years  old,  my  mother  went  to  work  at 
Sampson  Memorial  Hospital.  Unfortunately  that  meant  working  on 
most  Sundays.  But  when  she  had  a  Sunday  off,  she  would  attend 
Rowan  faithfully.  She  was  a  member  of  a  missionary  circle  and  as 
often  as  she  could,  she  attended. 

I  remember  so  well  when  she  visited  my  brothers  and  sisters 
in  other  states,  she  made  sure  her  tithe  was  sent  back  to  Rowan.  She 
was  a  firm  believer  in  tithing.  Finally,  when  she  retired  she  had  the 
chance  to  go  to  church  as  often  as  she  wanted,  and  that  was  often. 

My  father  would  take  me  to  church  on  Sundays,  but  not  to 
Sunday  School  too  often.  I  was  the  baby  of  the  family  so  I  was  the  only 
one  of  the  children  I  remember  attending  church  at  Rowan  with  the 
exception  of  J.M.  and  Johnny.  Most  of  the  other  brothers  and  sisters 
were  married,  and  had  moved  away  when  I  was  little.  Mother  spread 
her  family  out. 

My  mother  went  to  work  when  the  hospital  was  first  built.  So, 
of  course  she  didn't  have  a  chance  to  take  me  to  church  much  of  the 
time.  But  I  can  surely  say  she  was  one  of  the  best  mothers  the  Lord 
ever  sent  to  earth.  She  had  a  caring,  loving,  Christian  heart  for 
everyone,  it  didn't  matter  to  Mother  who  you  were  or  what  your  needs. 
If  you  needed  her,  she  was  there  to  help.  I  know  she  did  without  a  lot 
of  things  just  so  someone  else  was  provided  for.  My  dear  father  passed 
away  when  I  was  twenty,  and  I  think  back  now  to  all  the  times  he 
carried  me  to  Bible  school  and  church.  They  were  loving,  caring 
parents.  And  God  was  good  to  us.  It  can't  have  been  easy,  with  that 
many  children,  but  they  managed  and  never  let  us  down. 

I  have  always  been  somewhat  a  quiet  person,  and  never  one  to 
get  up  in  front  of  a  crowd.  Mama  always  wanted  me  to  join  the  choir, 
but  I  didn't  know  much  about  music,  so  I  was  a  little  timid,  to  say  the 
least.  But  one  day  I  took  my  courage  in  hand  and  decided  to  try. 

Mama  would  have  been  happy  to  know  that. 

So  for  many  years  I  have  sung  in  the  choir,  and  the  Christian 
fellowship  at  Rowan  is  one  of  the  most  important  areas  of  my  life. 

Daphne  King 
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DAN  AND  MICKI  COTTLE  FAMILY 

When  we  arrived  with  two  noisy  children  and  a  great  deal  of 
junk  into  Sampson  County  in  the  middle  of  the  1960s,  we  didn't  have 
a  clue  where  to  go  to  church.  The  one  thing  we  both  agreed  on  was  that 
it  had  to  be  Baptist. 

I  think  I  was  born  a  Baptist.  Really !  My  mother,  after  counting 
all  my  fingers  and  toes,  said,  "Well  you  can  tell  she  is  a  Baptist,  just 
listen  to  that  yell."  Surely  she  meant  my  sweet,  contented  smile.  In  any 
case,  as  soon  as  I  was  able  to  leave  the  hospital,  I  was  on  the  second 
row  of  the  local  Baptist  church.  As  I  grew  it  was  Sunbeams,  Sunday 
School,  BYPU,  Bible  drills,  and  a  little  public  speaking.  If  our  church 
had  it,  I  was  in  it.  Mama  signed  me  right  up.  Since  I  was  an  only  child, 
I  got  all  the  attention.  Many  a  pinch  I  endured  because  of  snickering 
during  Worship  Service. 

Being  brought  up  on  a  Marine  Corps  base  in  Quantico,  VA, 
with  a  dad  who  never  forgot  he  was  a  Master  Sergeant,  and  a  mother 
who  was  determined  I  would  not  turn  into  the  typical  "Service  Brat" 
was  an  education  in  itself.  And  it  is  one  for  which  I  am  grateful. 

My  friends  and  neighbors  were  from  all  over  the  world.  Every 
culture  seemed  to  be  represented  in  that  small  area  of  Virginia.  I 
visited  Catholic  churches,  Greek  synagogues,  nondenominational 
services  on  the  base,  Quaker  and  Free-Will  Baptist.  The  Wong 
Brothers  who  ran  the  Chinese  laundry  told  me  much  about  their 
religion.  My  mother  encouraged  me  to  travel  and  I  have  ridden  many 
a  train  with  a  name-tag  around  my  neck,  going  to  visit  family  or 
friends  in  different  places.  She  have  me  the  freedom  to  acquaint 
myself  with  ideas  and  cultures  other  than  my  own.  Mother  was  a 
North  Carolina  farm  girl  wit  a  lot  of  common  sense  and  a  great  deal 
of  determination.  And  of  course  she  was  right.  No  matter  where  I  went 
or  what  churches  I  might  visit,  I  was  a  "predetermined"  Missionary 
Baptist,  and  she  had  enough  confidence  in  me  to  trust  my  judgement. 
At  the  age  of  eleven  I  joined  the  Triangle,  VA  baptist  church. 

When  I  did  marry  it  was  to,  what  else,  a  Baptist.  Daniel  had 
been  spoon-fed  on  the  Baptist  theology,  and  had  also  spent  his 
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growing  up  years  on  about  the  second  row  of  a  Baptist  church.  We 
attended  Rose  Hill  Baptist  for  a  few  years.  And  then  we  moved  to 
Clinton. 

Our  children,  Dan  Jr.  and  Terri,  were  raised  in  both  churches, 
and  Mother  would  have  been  proud,  none  of  us  ever  pulled  up  our 
Baptist  roots. 

When  we  discovered  Rowan,  it  became  a  church  home  for  us 
almost  immediately,  and  our  years  spent  here  have  been  a  blessing  in 
so  many  ways.  Through  sickness  and  health,  the  Christian  fellowship 
of  Rowan  has  been  steady  and  strong  and  we  are  so  grateful  for  it. 

Today  Daniel  and  I  have  seven  grandchildren,  which  truly 
amazes  me,  an  only  child,  but  doesn't  faze  this  man  who  was  one  of 
eleven.  We  are  so  proud  of  them  all.  My  daughter,  Terri,  her  husband, 
Donnie,  and  my  granddaughter,  Emily,  attend  Rowan.  Emily  is 
involved  in  many  of  the  youth  activities  and  when  I  look  at  her  I  see 
history  repeating  itself,  and  that  isn't  bad.  Their  only  son,  Jeremy,  is 
testing  his  wings.  My  son,  Dan  and  his  wife,  Cheryl,  live  in  Rocky 
Mount  where  they  have  successfully  raised  five  children  and  are 
doing  it  well.  Three  have  left  the  nest.  And  yes,  Daniel  is  a  great- 
grandfather, and  that  makes  me,  well,  older,  but  happy  to  be  here. 

God  has  been  good  to  us.  And  when  I  was  asked  to  write  this 
history  book  about  Rowan,  I  felt  it  was  His  will  for  me  to  at  least  give 
it  my  best  try.  Of  course,  a  book  can  never  begin  to  cover  all  the  history 
that  has  created  a  church  that  has  survived  over  250  years.  But  maybe 
somehow,  it  will  catch  the  essence  of  some  of  the  memorable  events, 
and  some  of  the  memorable  people  who  have  passed  through  these 
portals  of  time,  as  well  as  catch  a  little  of  the  spirit  of  those  who  strive 
today  to  keep  the  heritage  of  this  marvelous  church  alive.  This  was  my 
goal,  to  leave  a  legacy  in  written  word  for  future  generations  to 
improve  upon. 

And  as  I  come  to  the  end  of  this  long  journey,  I  leave  you  with 
my  favorite  verse,  a  few  lines  from  "Desiderata." 

Therefore  be  at  peace  with  God  whatever  you  conceive  Him 
to  be,  and  whatever  your  labors  and  aspirations,  in  the  noisy  confusion 
of  life.  Keep  peace  with  your  soul. 

With  all  its  sham,  drudgery  and  broken  dreams,  it  is  still  a 
beautiful  world.  Be  careful.  Strive  to  be  happy. 

God  bless  ...  Micki  Cottle 
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JANIE  BELLE  STRICKLAND 

Janie,  with  her  ready  smile  and  warm  personality,  is  still  active 
in  her  church.  When  Sunday  comes,  you  can  always  see  Janie  in  her 
usual  seat  about  halfway  down  on  the  right  side  of  the  aisle.  She  still 
attends  committee  meetings,  and  plays  a  faithful  part  in  her  WMU. 

Over  the  years,  she  has  held  many  different  offices  in  the 
church  and  cheerfully  carried  out  any  task  assigned  her.  She  espe- 
cially recalls  fun-times  with  the  GA's,  working  with  Alton  and 
Dorothy  Carr.  Bible  school  was  another  one  of  her  favorite  church 
activities,  and  she  continued  in  both  as  long  as  her  health  permitted. 

She  recalls  the  early  years  when  her  dear  husband,  Almond, 
sang  in  the  choir  and  together  they  worked  in  the  church,  raising  their 
children  and  enjoying  the  Christian  fellowship  of  their  many  friends. 

A  tragedy  occurred  in  Janie's  life,  when  she  lost  her  husband 
and  before  that,  her  only  son,  Charles,  to  a  dreadful  accident  in  1 95 1 . 
"These  are  things  you  never  forget,  but  just  learn  to  live  with"  she  says. 

Her  other  child,  a  daughter,  Glenda,  was  married  in  Rowan  to 
Billy  Todd  many  years  ago.  Glenda  presented  her  with  two  grandchil- 
dren, Sarah  and  Andrew,  the  lights  of  her  life. 

Janie,  always  a  conscientious  lady,  recalls  vividly  the  Sunday 
a  light  switch  in  the  nursery  started  smoking  during  worship  service. 
Things  turned  out  alright,  but  due  to  her  quick  thinking,  greater 
problems  were  avoided,  and  all  were  safe. 

Today,  Janie's  step  is  a  little  slower,  but  her  smile  is  still  a 
delight  as  she  is.  Here  is  a  lady  who  makes  everyone  feel  a  little  more 
special  in  this  world. 

Another  one  of  Rowan's  special  blooms  in  the  flower  garden 
of  Christian  beauty. 

Joyce  Glossom 
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HISTORICAL  NOTES 

Referred  to  as  the  Grate  Cohary. 

Fleet  Cooper  -  found  by  the  grace  of  God  faithful  -  ordained  8th  Apr. 
1785,  William  Cooper  (also)  but  later  in  time. 

Association  Membership 

Charleston,  1761  -  cl775;  Kehukee  Non-Reformers,  1776-1788; 
Kehukee  (or  United,  1789-1793)  Neuse,  1794-1805;  Cape  Fear, 
1806- 1826,  Goshen,  1827-1843;  Union  I,  1844- 1864;  Eastern,  1865- 
1879;  South  River,  1800-1902,  Eastern,  1902-. 

Name  Changes 

Great  Cohara,  Cohari,  Cohory,  Coharie,  Cohera  (which  we  recognize 
as  the  original  spelling)  1749-1788;  Sampson  Meeting  House,  1789- 
1827.  This  was  indicated  as  a  name  change,  but  most  historians 
disagree  the  name  was  ever  used.  Rowan,  1828. 

According  to  Morgan  Edwards  (historical  writer)  Great  Cohera  was 
named  for  a  creek  emptying  into  the  Cape  Fear  River,  near  the 
"meeting  house"  in  what  was  then  Duplin  County,  NC,  60  miles  west 
of  New  Bern. 

1793  -  Arthur  Brown  appointed  to  keep  funds,  receive  all  money 
contributed  by  members  of  several  branches  of  the  church  to  support 
of  pastor  and  the  poor  of  the  church  and  deal  it  to  them  according  to 
their  wants  as  the  church  shall  direct.  (Arthur  was  Edward  Brown's 
son.) 


History  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church/205 


Oct.  3 1 , 1 80 1 .  It  was  requested  that  a  decorum  be  kept  in  each  branch 
of  the  church. 

Joshua  Sykes  received  by  letter,  Nov.  3,  1801  -  Morning  Sykes 
dismissed.  Jemima  Stevens  -  deceased. 

In  1846  forty-four  members  were  dismissed  and  formed  Boykin's 
Chapel. 

In  1847,  it  was  noted  the  Roan  (Rowan)  was  in  much  correspondence 
with  Bear  Marsh  Church,  Red  Hill,  Lisbon  Fork,  Salem  Mont 
(Mount)  Gilead,  Brown's,  Boykin's  Chapel  and  New  Hope;  also 
White  Oak,  Bulah  (Beulah)  and  Clinton  were  also  in  this  group  who 
were  members  of  the  Goshen  Association. 

Feb.  9,  1 856.  Complaint  brought  against  Sister  Catherine  Royal  for 
keeping  disorderly  house.  Complaints  also  brought  against  Brother 
Lewis  Johnson  -  retailing  "Ardent  Spirits." 

Many  blacks  were  baptized.  A  door  of  experience  opened  and  the  state 
of  the  church  inquired  and  found  to  be  at  peace. 

Feb.  1854.  Brother  Kennedy  be  allowed  further  time  to  furnish  this 
church  with  articles  of  faith  and  church  covenant. 

Communicate  with  Bro.  Peterson  respective  his  noncompliance  with 
his  church  respecting  his  letter  of  dismission. 

Susan  Malpass  was  a  member  in  1854.  There  were  also  21  Black 
members. 

Billie  Walker  -  excommunicated  for  his  indolence. 

Suffer  Faircloth  was  baptized  in  1833. 
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December  9, 1 854.  The  church  met  according  to  appointment  at  roans 
(Rowan's)  conference  organized  by  —  Kelly.  The  names  of  males  and 
the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  read  and  approved.  The  state  of  the 
church  inquired  -  found  to  be  in  union. 

Brother  Lewis  Johnson  and  wife,  Brother  John  W.  Roberts  and  wife, 
Harriet,  were  then  dismissed  by  letter  for  the  purpose  of  constituting 
a  Baptist  church  in  Clinton.  O.  Williamson,  C.C. 

1871  Alfred  Guy,  pastor.  In  1872,  his  salary  is  listed  as  $75.00. 

1872  H.L.  Duncan  was  licensed  to  preach.  He  evidently  was  not 
ordained  until  1875.  He  was  Rowan  pastor  until  1877. 

Baptisms,  before  the  Baptistry  was  included  in  a  sanctuary  renovation 
project,  were  held  in  Kelly's  Millpond  (bought  in  the  mid-forties  by 
Lonnie  chestnutt  and  later  named  Chestnutt  Pond). 

E.  Sumpter  Morgan,  Minister  at  Rowan  from  1944-1947,  was  a 
graduate  of  Mars  Hill  college;  a  graduate  of  Furman  University, 
Greenville,  SC,  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  KY.  He  also  did  his  post  graduate  work  for  a  year  at 
Harvard  University.  Rev.  Morgan  was  married  to  Helen  Hefner  of 
Maiden,  NC.  He  is  remembered  for  his  dedicated  ministry  and  he  also 
has  the  distinction  of  being  Rowan's  actual  first  full-time  pastor.  He 
held  services  twice  every  Sunday. 

Before  our  full-time  minister  in  1944,  we  were  part  of  a  field  of 
churches  who  shared  a  minister.  Mt.  Gilead,  Mt.  Vernon,  New  Hope 
and  Rowan  all  shared  the  same  minister  for  many  years. 

Sept.  26,  1915 

Rowan  called  Pastor  DeLoache,  the  nomination  was  unanimous. 
Salary  was  $300.  E.H.  Lewis  called  and  elected  Clerk.  Mr.  J.R. 
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Peterson  elected  Treasurer.  Collection  was  $500  and  the  Mission  fund 
was  $1,393.99.  Conference  closed.  J.E.  Foster.  Moderator,  L.H.  Best, 
CC. 

May  11,  1916 

Rowan  is  without  a  pastor  and  a  committee  is  appointed  to  do  a  search. 
On  December  24,  1916,  Brother  Weston  became  pastor. 

Jan.  12,  1918 

Rowan  met  in  conference.  Brother  M.A.  Malpass  made  a  report 
concerning  several  members  who  had  been  walking  disorderly  in 
several  ways.  J.R.  Peterson  made  a  motion  that  Bro.  Malpass  give  the 
names  of  them  to  the  deacons.  E.L.  Weston,  Moderator.  E.H.  Lewis 
CC. 

1882  J.O.  Tew  preached  until  1886. 

1886  W.H  Howard,  Conference  Moderator  agreed  to  return  as  pastor 
at  Rowan,  this  he  did  until  1889. 

G.S.  Best  returned  in  1889  and  stayed  until  1892. 

1892  O.P.  Meeks  called 

1897  Records  indicate  Meeks  was  receiving  a  salary  of  $40.00. 

1900  J.J.  Douglas  called  and  stayed  until  probably  1902. 

1902  J.D.  Larkins-pastor.  He  led  the  church  in  asking  for  a  letter  of 
dismissal  from  the  South  River  Association  to  join  the  Eastern 
Association.  This  was  granted.  And  we  officially  became  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Eastern  Association.  Larkins  would  stay  until  1906. 
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1906  J.M.Page  called  for  salary  of  $100.00.  He  would  stay  until  1910. 

1907  Records  indicate  that  the  church  met  in  a  special  conference  on 
Sunday,  Sept.  1907.  The  Clerk  was  absent,  his  brother,  L.K.  Best 
acted  as  Clerk.  J.M.  Page  was  added  to  the  committee.  The  business 
of  the  Association  was  enacted  and  J.M.  Boon,  M  A  Malpass,  L.H. 
Best  were  appointed  as  Delegates.  S.B.  Hargrove  and  L.H.  Best  were 
appointed  as  Delegates  to  the  bunions  meeting. 

1908  Church  met  in  special  conference  on  Sept.  8,  1908.  L.H.  Best, 
Mrs.  J.P.  Peterson,  and  J.T.  Kennedy  were  ordered  to  prepare  church 
letters  for  the  upcoming  Association  which  was  to  meet  at  Clinton. 

Walter  Brown,  pastor  Page,  L.H.  Best  and  J.R.  Peterson  were  unani- 
mously called  to  write  reports  to  be  given  at  next  meeting.  D.L.  Ray 
was  the  moderator  along  with  J.T.  Kennedy. 
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HISTORICAL  NOTES  FROM  MICROFILM 

Sunday,  Jan.  11,  1908 

Rowan  Baptist  Church  met  in  regular  conference  on  Saturday  before 
the  second  Sunday  in  Jan.,  1908.  The  committee  appointed  was  to 
confer  with  Brother  R.J.  Whaly  on  a  charge  of  intoxication  reported. 
On  a  motion  the  fellowship  of  the  church  was  withdrawn  from  him. 
After  which  the  conference  adjourned.  J.M.  Page,  Moderator,  W.T. 
Robinson,  CC 

Monday,  Aug.  1908 

Church  met  in  a  special  conference  and  the  business  of  the  Union 
Meeting  was  discussed.  Brother  J.C.  Britt  and  J.W.  Boone  were 
appointed  as  delegates  to  the  Union  Meeting  to  be  held  at  Faison 
Church,  Faison,  N.C.  After  which  the  meeting  was  adjourned.  J.M. 
Page,  Moderator,  and  W.T.  Robinson  CC. 

March  10,  1912 

Building  Committee  gave  a  final  report  on  the  enlargement  of  the 
church,  stating  that  $341 .87  had  been  paid  out  and  $232.00  had  been 
given  in  materials  and  labor,  making  a  total  of  $673,87.  Rev.  B.F. 
DeLoache,  Mod.  David  Boone,  CC. . 

Sept.  13,  1913. 

Rowan  met  in  conference  to  solicit  subscription  for  pastor' s  salary  for 
the  ensuing  year.  The  matter  was  tabled.  Sept.  14,  1913  -  conference 
continued  Brother  Peterson' s  motion  to  extend  a  call  to  Rev.  DeLoache 
for  two  Sundays  and  one  Saturday  at  a  salary  of  $450.00  for  the 
ensuing  year.  Motion  carried.  B  .H.-Wallace,  Moderator,  David  Boone, 
CC. 
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HISTORICAL  NOTES  FROM  MICROFILM 

Nov.  7,  1908 

Rowan  Baptist  Church  met  in  conference  for  the  purpose  of  appoint- 
ing delegates  to  the  Union  Meeting.  Bro's  J.M.  Boone  and  T.W. 
Boone  were  appointed  Delegates  to  the  State  Convention.  Also  L.H. 
Best,  D.T.  Peterson,  Cannady,  W.T.  Robinson.  Rev.  J.M.  Page  was 
the  Moderator.  W.J.  Robeson  was  the  Clerk. 

Sept.  11,  1909 

Rowan  met  for  the  purpose  of  calling  a  pastor,  also  to  elect  delegates 
to  the  Association.  Rev.  Page  was  elected  again  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Sept.  18,  1910 

Rowan  met  in  special  conference  for  the  purpose  of  calling  a  pastor. 
Bro.  B.F.  Deloache  was  put  into  nomination.  The  vote  was  called  by 
ballot  and  resulted  in  47  votes  for  Deloache  and  12  for  O'Farrell. 
Some  Bros,  moved  that  it  be  made  unanimous  to  carry  Deloache.  The 
motion  was  carried  and  Deloache  was  chosen  at  a  salary  of  $200. 

Oct.  1910 

Rowan  met  in  special  conference  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  a 
committee  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  the  church.  Committee  was 
requested  to  meet  with  J.R.  Robinson  when  called  on.  A  committee 
consisting  of  Brethern  M.E.  Britt  and  J.T.  Kennedy  with  Mrs.  J.R 
Peterson  to  draft  suitable  resolutions  in  regard  to  the  pastorate  and 
resignation  of  Bro.  J.M.  Page.  Resolution  adopted. 
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Resolution  stated:  Whereas  Rev.  J.M.  Page  who  has  served  as  our 
pastor  for  one  year  and  9  months  has  resigned,  be  it  resolved:  1 .  That 
we  hereby  show  our  appreciation  for  the  very  faithful  service  he  has 
rendered  us  during  this  entire  time.  When  he  began  his  pastorate  here 
the  building  was  incomplete  and  with  a  membership  of  about  50.  Over 
150  have  been  added  to  the  church  during  his  ministry.  The  congre- 
gation was  so  much  increased  that  the  church  has  seen  the  necessity 
of  enlarging  the  house.  The  work  has  already  begun  and  will  be 
completed.  2.  That  the  character  of  his  work  has  been  as  such  as  to 
inspire  the  church  not  only  in  the  time  already  indicated  but  even  to 
greater  zeal  and  more  intense  efforts  in  the  Lord's  work.  The  Spiritual 
condition  of  our  church  was  never  as  good  before  in  its  history.  3.  That 
we  can  heartily  recommend  him  for  any  of  the  churches  in  our 
Association  as  a  fervent  and  efficient  pastor.  4.  That  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions  be  spread  upon  our  minister,  and  a  copy  sent  to  the  Biblical 
Recorder  for  publication.  Signed:  J.T.  Kennedy,  M.E.  Britt  and  Mrs. 
J.  R.  Peterson. 

Dec.  7,  1913 

Rowan  honored  the  late  Sister  Margaret  Moore  for  all  her  labors 
within  the  church  and  for  the  ministry  to  the  distressed  and  needy. 
They  did  so  in  four  resolutions. 

March?,  1914 

The  committee  in  regard  to  Dan  Duncan  was  continued. 

June  13,  1914 

The  committee  in  regard  to  Bro.  Dan  Duncan  was  continued.  Bro.  J.R. 
Peterson  stated  that  he  would  also  talk  to  him.  (evidently  this 
concerned  something  the  church  committee  considered  unseemly). 
Bro.  J.E.  Burgess  and  S.T.  Wallace  were  appointed  as  a  committee  to 
see  Bro.  W.S.  Kelly  for  the  purpose  of  not  attending  church.  A  report 
on  the  sick  was  made. 
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HISTORICAL  NOTES  FROM  MICROFILM 

April  12,  1919 

Received  by  letter-Brother  E.  Jordan-from  Boykins  Chapel,  Satur- 
day, April  13,  1919.  Bro.  Bradshaw  and  wife  and  sister,  Lonnie 
Chestnut  and  son  Ronnie  asked  for  their  letter.  E.L.  Weston,  Mod. 
E.H.  Lewis  CC. 

April  9,  1921 

Cemetery  lots  on  the  right  of  the  old  road  are  to  be  sold  at  $10  each. 
The  money  is  to  be  used  for  repairs  to  the  church. 

July  1921 

Bro.  J.W.  Boone  volunteered  to  act  as  sexton  for  three  months. 

Sept.  25,  1921 

Bro.  L.  Turner  was  called  as  pastor  for  the  ensuing  year  at  a  salary  of 
$500. 

Death  of  MAP.  Kelly. 

June  19, 1923.  Brother  W.P.  Kelly  died  in  the  77th  year  of  his  life.  He 
was  born  near  Harrells  Store  and  lived  there  until  after  he  was  grown 
He  went  to  another  county  where  he  engaged  in  the  carpenter's  trade 
and  made  his  home  there  until  about  fifteen  years  ago.  He  came  to 
South  Clinton  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  this  community. 
Feb.  6,  1876,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Marshburn  who  has  been  a 
devoted  companion  and  survived  him  by  several  years.  He  had  been 


History  of  Rowan  Baptist  Churcli/213 


an  active  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  He  loved  to  attend  services 
and  contribute  to  the  church  needs.  For  several  months  previous  to  his 
death,  he  suffered  intensely  with  a  complication  of  diseases,  from 
which  he  could  get  no  permanent  relief.  His  loved  ones  did  all  in  their 
power  for  his  comfort  and  joy.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  who 
was  ever  devoted  to  the  good  of  his  country.  The  funeral  services  were 
conducted  at  Rowan  Church  by  Rev.  A  L.  Turner  and  his  body  laid  to 
rest  in  the  adjointing  cemetery  to  await  the  resurrection  of  the  just. 

Brother  Verner  H.  Robinson  was  stricken  and  has  been  an  invalid  for 
more  than  four  years.  He  was  afflicted  by  a  disease  that  rendered  him 
helpless.  At  all  times  he  was  patient  and  cheerful.  The  time  was  not 
good.  He  had  a  nice  home  and  a  wife  and  four  little  children  who  were 
dependent  on  him.  Every  effort  was  made  by  his  loved  ones  to  restore 
his  health  The  good  Lord  claimed  him  for  His  own  July  15,  1923. 
Many  years  before  on  May  1,  1912,  he  had  married  Miss  Mary 
Rackley,  who  was  a  devoted  companion.  Verner  was  41  years  of  age. 
He  has  been  a  consistent  member  of  Rowan  Church  for  many  years. 
His  funeral  services  were  conducted  from  his  home  by  Rev.  S.M. 
Matthis.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  plot  at  Moltenville. 


Dec.  9,  1923 

Rev.  Dixie  Blackman  preached  his  first  sermon,  it  was  enjoyed  by  all 
present.  Rev.  Blackman  was  unanimously  called. 


Feb.  3,  1924 

Rowan  Church  called  a  business  meeting.  J.R  Peterson  stated  $70.00 
would  have  to  be  added  to  the  pastor' s  salary  to  cover  the  rent.  Motion 
to  add  the  amount  was  made  and  carried.  Discussion  was  held  on 
building  a  parsonage.  Bro.  J.R  Peterson  said  he  would  donate  the  land 
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to  build  to  Rowan  Church  and  to  the  Eastern  Association.  Bro.  L.A. 
Kenedy  made  a  motion  to  build  a  church  parsonage,  motion  received 
and  seconded.  A  building  committee  was  appointed  by  Rev.  D. 
Blackman. 

Nov.  1922 

Death  of  Ivey  Guy  Malpass 

The  entire  community  was  shocked  when  it  was  announced  that  Bro. 
Ivey  Guy  Malpass  had  departed  this  life  Nov.  17,  1922,  at  the  age  of 
50  years.  He  was  one  of  the  best  Christians.  He  had  been  a  member 
of  Rowan  for  several  years  and  had  recently  been  elected  deacon.  He 
was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  everyone  who  knew  him.  He  was 
first  married  to  Miss  Callie  McKay,  their  one  daughter,  Mrs.  W.C. 
Savage,  survives  them.  Next  he  married  Miss  Maggie  Johnson.  She 
and  her  seven  children  are  left  bereft  of  a  devoted  husband  and  father. 
He  also  leaves  five  sisters  and  three  brothers  who  mourn  their  loss. 
The  following  day  his  funeral  service  was  conducted  by  E.J.  Carter  in 
the  presence  of  a  large  crowd  of  loved  ones  and  his  remains  were 
tenderly  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  burial  ground.  Resolved  that  we  as 
a  church  extend  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to  the  bereaved  ones  and  a 
copy  of  this  will  be  recorded  in  our  minutes  -  one  sent  to  the  family 
and  one  to  each  of  our  committee  members.  S.T.  Wallace,  J.R  Tew, 
and  Mrs.  J.R  Peterson  -  committee.  (His  mother,  Susan,  widow  of 
John  J.  Malpass,  died  three  weeks  later,  Sarah  Duncun  Malpass). 
Dec.  13,  1922. 
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HISTORICAL  NOTES 

General  Baptists  were  also  known  as  Free  Will  Baptists,  (Armenians) 
believed  the  death  of  Christ  was  made  for  the  salvation  of  all  men,  and 
that  anyone  could  be  saved  by  believing  in  Jesus  Christ. 


Particular  Baptist  -  (Calvinist)  prescribed  that  only  the  "elect"  indi- 
viduals could  be  saved;  those  not  so  elected  cannot  be  saved.  They 
adopted  the  Philadelphia  Confession  of  Faith. 


Missionary  Baptists  of  today  have  characteristics  inherited  from  all 
three  orders,  General,  Particular  and  Separate. 


Separate  Baptists-also  called  Newlight  Baptist,  followers  of  Whitefield, 
believed  in  no  creed  other  than  the  Bible.  They  relied  on  the  Holy 
Spirit  for  conversion  and  guidance.  At  first  predominantly  Armenian, 
some  later  became  Calvinists. 


Tunker  Baptists  or  Brethren,  -  originated  at  Schwartzenau  Germany, 
around  1708.  Many  emigrated  to  Pennsylvania  from  1719-30  from 
where  they  spread  their  doctrine.  Tunker  Baptist  were  similar  to 
Regular  Baptists.  However,  their  churches  in  North  Carolina  soon 
became  extinct. 


Kehukee  Church  was  located  about  2  miles  from  Scotland  Neck, 
North  Carolina.  Eventually  the  church  converted  to  Primitive  Baptist. 
Scotland  Neck  is  in  Halifax  County. 
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Edward  Brown  was  noted  to  have  been  an  assistant  to  Sojourner  at 
Kehukee  1743-49.  He  was  in  North  Carolina  as  early  as  1739,  and 
was  a  freeholder  in  Edgecomb  County. 

Edward  Brown  was  born  1700  -  Isle  of  Wight,  VA,  died  1783, 
Sampson  County,  NC. 


HISTORICAL  NOTES  FROM  MICROFILM  -  5 

Rowan  Baptist  Church  in  conference;  first  business;  Bro.  Blackman 
said  he  had  made  a  debt  of  $750  for  the  parsonage  to  build  a  fowl  house 
and  a  shed.  The  church  agreed  to  pay  the  bill.  A  report  by  J.P.  Peterson 
that  some  of  our  brothers  were  walking  disorderly  and  he  would  be 
one  to  report  them,  if  they  did  not  stop.  Brother  Blackman  discussed 
with  the  church  the  need  of  a  Quarterly  Bulletin  and  a  motion  was 
made  and  executed  by  the  church  to  get  it  out.  There  being  no  other 
business,  conference  closed.  N.D.  Blackmon,  mod.  E.H.  Lewis  CC. 

July  3,  1926 

It  was  found  necessary  to  light  the  church  someway  before  the  revival. 
A  committee  was  formed  to  get  the  poles  and  have  electric  lights  put 
in. 

October  3,  1926 

Report  on  lighting  the  church:  $25.00  for  wiring  -  7  poles  at  $.50  cents 
each. 

April  3,  1927 

Deacons  recommended  selling  portion  of  church  land  to  pay  the  debts 
of  $70.00  The  land  was  valued  at  $75.00. 
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October  1,  1927  A  revival  had  been  held;  one  addition  by  baptism; 
Jimmie  Sutton. 

March  31,  1928 

Rev.  N.D.  Blackmon  resigned  effective  first  Sunday  in  May. 

At  a  call  conference-at  a  later  date,  Rev.  W.R.  Beach  accepted  the 
pastorate  at  a  salary  $500  a  year. 

June  1928  The  revival  was  conducted  by  Rev.  W.R.  Beach.  There 
were  two  additions  by  baptism;  Mrs.  Brad  Carter  and  Annabel 
Former. 

IN  MEMORIAM 

We  would  like  to  record  in  our  minutes  the  loss  our  church  has 
suffered  in  this  year  of  1928.  Mrs.  Jimmie  Rivenbark,  Deacon  J.M. 
Boone,  Mrs.  Susan  Mathis,  Miss  Cora  Rackley,  E.D.  Honeycutt  -  Oct. 
7.  Deacon  J.R.  Peterson,  Sept.  12  and  G.B.  Buchanan,  Sept.  29. 

April  6,  1929 

On  a  motion  the  church  decided  to  have  a  homecoming  on  the  first 
Sunday  in  May. 

Fourth  Sunday  in  August,  1929. 

Received  for  baptism,  Percy  Boone,  John  Avery  Peterson  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Yancey  was  received  by  letter. 

December  1,  Sunday,  1929. 

At  a  called  conference,  it  was  decided  to  rebuild  the  parsonage  which 
had  been  burned  on  the  night  of  Nov.  15,  1929. 
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April  5,  1930 

Minnie  Lee  Sutton  was  elected  as  assistant  clerk. 

December  5,  1934  (?) 

Rev.  Beach  resigned.  Trustees  authorized  to  sell  old  church  and  to  put 
money  in  new  one. 

June  15,  1940 

Rowan  church  conference  called  by  Board  of  Deacons.  It  was  moved 
and  seconded  that  E.C.  Chamblee  be  called  through  the  month  of  July. 

July  7,  1940. 

Church  extended  a  call  to  Brother  Walker  as  pastor. 

Sept.  28,  1941 

Church  voted  to  go  to  'half-time'  preaching. 

Oct.  26,  1941 

Budget:  Pastor's  salary,  $800.00  Sexton;  48.00,  fuel,  18.00,  electric- 
ity, 15.00,  building  repairs,  150.00;  insurance  60.00, literature 
S200.00and  treasurers  sup.  6.75.  Cooperative  program;  undesignated 
$200,  Orphanage  100.00.  Grand  total  $1,603.75  (?). 

April  19,  1942 

The  cemetery  committee  was  instructed  to  enlarge  the  cemetery;  the 
timber  to  be  sold  to  S.T.  Wallace. 

June  10,  1942 

Church  to  finish  paying  for  the  mimeograph  machine  and  stationary 
for  one  quarter.  Request  the  church  ask  Mr.  Bryant  back  to  preach  and 
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take  a  free  will  offering  for  him.  That  the  treasurer  order  two  tons  of 
coal. 

July,  2,  1943 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  that  the  church  adopt  the  minister's 
retirement  plan. 

Dec.  1944 

Mrs.  Obie  Malpass  was  elected  as  Cradle  Roll  Superintendent  to 
succeed  Mrs.  Walker.  A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the 
church  go  to  full  time  as  soon  as  the  pulpit  committee  thought  we 
could  lead  the  rest  of  the  fold. 
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HISTORICAL  NOTES  FROM  MICROFILM 

Feb.  20,  1944.  Rowan  met  for  a  short  business  meeting  for  the 
approval  of  a  Baptistry  Committee.  Rev.  Walker  explained  where  the 
Baptistry  would  be  located  and  the  changes  necessary  for  this  was 
explained  by  Granville  Wallace,  a  member  of  the  committee.  Another 
motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  committee  accept  the 
necessary  changes  for  widening  the  pulpit  and  extending  it  on  the 
other  side.  Motion  accepted. 

March  31,  1944.  Voted  to  sell  old  organ  to  S.T.  Wallace.  Also  voted 
to  pay  Sexton  $8.00  instead  of  $4.00. 

February  24,  1946.  Voted  on  selling  a  part  of  the  garden  at  the 
Parsonage. 


Sept.  8,  1946.  Cemetery  committee-Floyd  Quick,  A  L.  Evans,  O.A. 
Malpass,  King  and  Richard  Hairr. 

October  12,  1947.  Voted  to  ordain  Ellis  Pope  on  Saturday,  October 
19th. 

July  11,  1948.  Voted  in  favor  to  discontinue  our  church  nightly 
Sunday  service  until  Sept.  1 .  Church  regretted  Sumner  Eakes  leaving 
and  moving  his  membership,  Dec.  1948 

Dee.  6,  1948.  After  a  discussion  about  church  building  plans  the 
committee  appointed  Dr.  McCulloch,  S.L.  Wallace,  Vida  Lee  Malpass 
and  Lela  Wallace. 

Feb.  9,  1949.  Motion  was  moved  and  seconded  that  a  cemetery 
committee  be  formed  to  prevent  the  cemetery  from  being  located  any 
nearer  to  the  church-also  suggested  moving  some  existing  lots. 
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April  3,  1949.  Finance  and  Sub.  Committees  gave  a  report  on 
enlarging  the  church  and  that  1st.  Sundays,  July  and  November  be 
special  days  to  support  the  building  fund. 

May  11, 1949.  Voted  to  have  church  securely  locked  when  not  in  use. 

June  8,  1949.  Voted  to  celebrate  200th.  anniversary  on  the  first 
Sunday  in  October.  Later  changed  to  October  30. 

Nov.  13,  1949.  Voted  to  erect  permanent  lights  on  church  grounds. 

Dec.  (Wed.  21)  1949.  Regular  business  was  transacted  and  members 
were  elected  to  the  promotional  committee  of  the  association.  Those 
elected  were;  Roy  Yancey  and  Mrs.  O.F.  Malpass  (alternate). 

Jan.  24,  1950.  Voted  to  repair  auto  porch  and  add  another  column. 
Total  cost  to  be  about  $450.00 

Dec.  1950.  Voted  to  rotate  office  of  deacons.  Church  would  elect  four 
deacons  each  year  to  serve  three  years. 

April  22, 1951.  Voted  to  buy  new  hymnals.  The  Broadman  Hymnal, 
at  a  cost  of  $10.00  each. 

Oct.  6,  1951.  Some  of  the  deacons  bought  two  building  lots  of 
Sampson  co.  Home  land.  No.  35  and  36  at  a  cost  of  $325.00 

Nov.  4, 195 1 .  New  deacons  to  serve  for  one  year  are  Morgan  Foster, 
O.F.  Malpass,  Wolbert  Robinson,  Ingram  Baggett. 

Dec.  4,  1951.  Church  set  a  price  on  parsonage  and  building  lots  - 
$12,500. 

Feb.  10,  1952.  Resolution  of  Appreciation  was  set  up  for  the  family 
of  W.M.  Peterson  for  the  gift  of  the  Rowan  Baptistry. 

June  29,  1952.  Rev.  M.M.  Johnson  was  called  to  pastor  Rowan 
church. 


222/History  of  Rowan  Baptist  Church 


Nov.  26,  1952.  Rev.  Johnson  talked  about  broadcasting  our  Sunday 
morning  services.  Five  men  appointed  to  Building  Committee-J.P. 
Daughtry,  L.C.  Wilson,  Richard  Hairr,  Gilbert  Chestnutt  and  Morgan 
Foster-they  were  asked  to  obtain  an  estimate  of  the  whole  building 
plan,  according  to  the  blueprint  the  church  has.  This  would  be  the 
Educational  Building. 

Feb.  25,  1953.  Voted  to  do  away  with  the  basement  and  go  to  gas 
heating. 

May  24,  1953.  Church  voted  to  receive  $1,050.00  from  the  Floyd 
Quick  family  to  install  heating  system  in  the  new  Educational 
Building.  Also  agreed  to  receive  $700.00  from  David  Byrd  family  to 
install  heat  in  the  church.  These  were  memorial  gifts. 

July  5,  1953.  Mrs.  O.F.  Malpass  became  acting  clerk  of  Rowan. 

Feb.  17,  1954.  Voted  to  purchase  small  piano  for  auditorium. 

April  11,  1954.  First  Baptismal  service  in  our  new  Baptistry.  Those 
baptized  were  Mrs.  Jo  Neal  Robinson,  Eugene  Wallace  and  Ann 
Johnson. 

October  5,  1954  Church  entertained  the  Eastern  Association  with  a 
barbeque  dinner.  This  was  the  first  time  Rowan  had  hosted  since 
1936, 

May  11,  1950  Voted  to  organize  a  Brotherhood  for  those  who  might 
be  interested. 

Dec.  14,  1955.  Voted  to  accept  the  gift  from  D.L.  Herring  as  a 
memorial  to  the  late  John  R.  Peterson  and  an  equal  amount  by  Mrs. 
Berta  Peterson.  The  monies  will  be  used  to  equip  a  nursery. 

Oct.  17,  1956.  Voted  on  James  Yancey  to  represent  our  church  at  the 
Brotherhood  Convention. 
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HISTORICAL  NOTES 

Among  Arthur  Brown,  Sr.,  (Edward's  son)  and  his  wife  Lucy 
Butler  (will  book  1,  page  1 10)  10  children  are  listed  as  Edward  as  well 
as  Arthur. 

Arthur  Brown  Jr.  (or  Arther  Brown)  and  Caleb  Brown  were 
brothers,  owned  several  acres  of  land  on  and  about  Six  Runs,  had 
some  slaves  and  were  well  fixed  industrious  farmers.  Caleb  was  a 
magistrate  and  Arthur  a  charter  member  of  Clinton  Baptist  church. 

A.S.  Brown  was  a  post  master  at  Clinton  post  office,  1816  - 
1819. 

Dr.  G.W.  Paschal' s  History  of  N.C.  Baptists  has  several 
references  to  Edward  Brown,  minister.  Also  interesting  to  note  from 
Wheeler's  History  of  North  Carolina,  that  these  men  served  in  the 
General  Assembly  of  their  state.  Archibald  Monk,  1 829- 1 834.  Timo- 
thy Underwood,  1838.  Arthur  Brown,  1848,  (probably  Arthur  Brown, 
Jr.) 

Arthur  Brown,  Jr's  first  wife,  Nancy  Wright  died  at  an  early 
age.  His  second  wife  was  Margaret  Fennell.  Arthur,  Jr.  is  buried  in  the 
Wright  cemetery  near  Ingold,  N.C.  His  children,  Ann  Brown  married 
Murd  White  Salemburg,  N.C.  Betsy  Brown  married  Wright  Lucian 
Underwood,  Mary  Brown  married  Thomas  Neal  Culbreth. 

Caleb  Brown  married  Jane  Odom,  a  sister  of  Calvin  and 
Reddin  Odom.  Their  children,  a  son,  Buck  Brown  never  married,  and 
was  probably  killed  in  the  Civil  War.  Sallie  Brown  married  Jim 
McCullen.  Their  children,  William  McCullen,  John  Caleb  McCullen. 
Lucy  Brown  married  Tom  McCullen,  (a  brother  of  Jim  McCullen). 
Their  children,  Buck  McCullen,  Dick  McCullen. 
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Eliza  Brown  married  Tom  Bradshaw.  Their  son  was  Matt 
Bradshaw.  Susan  Brown  married  Martin  Tew.  Their  children,  John  K. 
Tew  of  Raleigh,  N.C.,  Lonnie  Tew,  near  Clinton,  and  several  daugh- 
ters. 

Catherine  Brown  died  young,  never  married.  Polly  Brown, 
one  son,  Jim  Brown?  Margaret  Brown  1828-1928  married  Gabriel 
Carr,  1825-1908,  of  Keener,  in  Sampson  County  N.C.  Their  children, 
Georgianna,  married  George  H.  Daughtry,  Clinton;  Mary,  married 
George  Cooper,  Salemburg,  N.C. ;  Celia  Jane  married  Isham  Daughtry, 
Newton  Grove,  N.C;  Katie  married  Jim  R.  Bass,  Clinton;  Ida  married 
Eff  King  near  Clinton;  Lizzie  married  John  King  near  Clinton;  Henry 
G.  Carr,  married  Lillie  King,  and  Doniie  married  Richard  C.  Bass  of 
Keener,  a  brother  of  J.R  Bass  of  Clinton. 

Marion  Daughtry,  who  is  responsible  for  this  Brown  lineage 
in  1 954  stated  that  his  mother  Georgianna  Carr  Daughtry,  daughter  of 
Margaret  Brown  and  Gabriel  Carr,  say  many  times  that  her  mother's 
grandfather,  Edward  Brown  gave  the  land  and  built  Brown's  Church, 
and  had  originally  organized  The  Great  Cohera,  and  that  he  preached 
at  both  as  long  as  he  was  able  to  go. 
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PICTURES 


PICTURE  INFORMATION  INCOMPLETE 

Unfortunately,  many  of  the  pictures  so  generously  donated 
by  members  are  not  dated  or,  in  some  cases,  named. 
Therefore,  occasionally  there  will  be  approximations  of 
dates.  A  genuine  effort  has  been  made  to  identify  as  many 
persons  in  the  old  pictures  as  possible  and  the  information 
accompanies  the  picture.  Perhaps  you  will  be  able  to 
identify  or  remember  the  year  a  certain  picture  was  taken. 
If  so,  the  history  committee  would  appreciate  any  help  in 
adding  to,  or  correcting  our  possible  errors. 

-  Editor 
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MINISTERS' 
GALLERY 


Rev.  W.  R.  Beach 
1928-1934 


Rev.  E.C.  Chamblee 

&  Son  Dr.  James 
Chamblee  1938-1940 


Rev.  E.A.  Walker 
1940-1944 


Rev.  E.S.  Morgan 
1944.J947 


Rev.  &  Mrs.  R.R. 
McCullock 
1947-1952 


v.  Millard  M. 

Rev.  Dana 

Rev.  Michael 

Rev.  &  Mrs. 

Johson 

Scrivner 

Shook 

Richard  Moretz 

1952-1974 

1975-1976 

1979-1989 

1990-1992 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Karl 

Pittard 

1994-1996 


Rev.  Gregory  Dav 
1997- 


Rev.  Thomas  Denton, 

one  of  six  ministers 

ordained  at  Rowan 

Baptist  Church 


Maurice  Cooper 
Interim  Pastor 
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(1)  John  Peterson  donated  land  for  old 
parsonage  on  Hwy.  701 


(5)  Lela  Walker,  Mrs.  Annie  Clack,  Elma 
Boone  at  Mrs.  Boone's  home,  1940s. 


(2)  Berta  Peterson  donated  land  for  old 
parsonage  on  Hwy.  701 


(3)  Joel  Edward  Foster  (7/7/1869  - 
4/9/1920.  Early  active  church  member. 


(6)  Eva  Tew  Fortner  (18  yrs.  old) 
Became  Mrs.  Rufus  Tew 


(7)  Rufus  Allen  Tew  (22  yrs.  old) 
Proud  husband  of  Eva  Tew 


(4)  Carrie  L.  Marshburn  Foster 

(12/16/1884-01/07/1 940. 

Early  active  church  member. 


(8)  Delia  Tew  -  Mother  of  Rufus  Tew 
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(9)  C.  L.  Denton  -  Known  as  Papa  Denton 
(Died  1949) 


(12)  Young  Women's  Auxiliary  -  Led  by 
Mrs.  Helen  (E.S.)  Morgan  &  Lucille  Ezzell 


(10)  Jimmy  &  Mamie  Yancey  -  Parents  of 
Leonard,  James,  Lonnie,  Roy,  Eula  Mae 


(10a)  James  Yancey  -  Loving  husband 
of  Dixie 


(11)  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Sam  Wallace  -  Parents  of 
Granville,  Frank  &  Minnie 


(13)  Delia  Mae  Merrit,  Eloise  Merritt, 

Mrs.  Leila  McCulloch,  Iris  Ezzell, 

McCray  Woodard,  Minnie  Wallace  (1949) 


(14)  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Alvis  S.  Clack  Sr.  -  Good  & 
loyal  members  of  Rowan 


(15)  Youth  Choir  (Apr.  1947).  Led  by  Mrs. 
Helen  Morgan  &  Rev.  E.  S.  Morgan  & 
accompanied  by  Ms.  Minnie  Wallace 
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(15a)  Wedding  of  Joyce  &  James  Glosson 
(12.26/54)  R.B.C. 


(18)  Annie  Lee  &  Weldon  Clack 
Young  people  of  the  church  in  the  1950s 


(16)  Choir  of  1964  led  by  our  beloved 
Mrs.  Katie  Johnson 


(16a)  Rev.  Millard  M.  &  Mrs.  Katie 
Johnson 


(19)  Edna,  Walter  &  Michael  Merritt 
Young  people  of  the  church  in  the  1950s 


(20)  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Elbert  Quick  (Virginia) 
Young  people  of  the  church  in  the  1950s 


(17)  Mrs.  Grace  Boone  -  A  young  person  of 
the  church  in  the  1950s 


(21)  Lucille  &  Leonard  Yancey 
Young  people  of  the  church  in  the  1950s 
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(22)  Joey  Laura  Tew  -  Young  person  of  the 
church  in  the  1950s 


(26)  James  &  Dixie  Yancey 
Young  people  of  the  church  in  the  1950s 


(23)  Jane  &  Cliarles  Tew 
Young  people  of  the  church  in  the  1950s 


(27)  Eula  Mae  Yancey 
Young  person  of  the  church  in  the  1950s 


(24)  Margaret  &  Charles  Malpass 
Young  people  of  the  church  in  the  1950s 


(28)  Boggie  &  Nellie  Grey  Tew 
Young  people  of  the  church  in  the  1950s 


(25)  Mrs.  Irene  Yancey 
Young  person  of  the  church  in  the  1950s 
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(29)  Frances  &  Lacey  Raynor 
Young  people  of  the  church  in  the  1950s 
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(30)  Minnie  &  McCrae  Woodard 
Young  people  of  the  church  in  the  1950s 


(34)  Jake  &  Venita  Holland 
Young  people  of  the  church  in  the  1950s 


(31)  Edward,  Rosalee  &  Dixie  Byrd 
Young  people  of  the  church  in  the  1950s 


(32)  Ralph,  Helen  &  Michael  Byrd 
Young  people  of  the  church  in  the  1950s 


(33)  Roy  &  Lethe  Yancey 
Young  people  of  the  church  in  the  1950s 


(35)  Rachael  Kersey  &  Boys 
Young  people  of  the  church  in  the  1950s 


(36)  Mrs.  Ruth  Denton 
Young  person  of  the  church  in  the  1950s 


(37)  Ralph  Robinson 
Young  person  of  the  church  in  the  1950s 
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(37a)  John  Paul  &  Mary  Bell  Daughtry 
Early  1900s. 


(38)  Church  Group  (1967) 


(37b)  John  Paul  &  Mary  Daugthry 


(37c)  Mary  Lewis  (1935) 
Wife  of  Jack  Hairr 


(38a)  Aden  Ray,  Brenda  Stuart  &  Scott 
Malpass  -  home  on  leave 


(39)  Rev.  D.  Scrivner,  wife  Ruth  &  daughter 
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(37d)  Desmond  Elton  Hairr 
(Jack)  1944 


(40)  Church  members  -forefront:  Mrs.  D. 

Carr,  Mary  Bell  Daughtry  &  Mrs.  Cooper 

Hairr 
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(41)  Mrs.  Lucille  Carr  -  Dedicated  Member 


(45)  Youth  Week  -  Dennie  &  Neil 


(42)  Mrs.  Madge  Sutton  -  Faithful  Member 


(43)  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Hairr  were  active 
members. 


(44)  Mrs.  Eva  Wilson,  Mrs.  Ruby  Peterson, 

Mrs.  Fanie  Peterson  at  Senior  Citzens 

Valentine  Banquet 


(46)  Joy  Robinson  &  Ricky  Pope  -  being 
patriotic  at  an  anniversary 


(47)  Vacation  Bible  School  -  First  Grade 
Class  (1990) 


(48)  Our  special  Christmas  Angels 
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(49)  Christmas  Play  -  Terry  Baldwin, 
Kristopher  McLamb,  Christina  Pate 


(53)  Vida  Lee  Malpass  -  Sunday  School 
Teacher  &  Choir  Member 


(50)  RA  's  Campout 


(51)  Members  doing  what  Baptists  enjoy 
eating 


(54)  Judy  Hairr  -  Tireless  Church  Clerk 
&  Organist 


(55)  Jo  Robinson  -  Youth  Leater,  Sunday 
School  Teacher  &  Pianist 


(52)  Chestnutts  Pond  (Bsptismal  Pool) 
formerly  Kelly's 


(56)  Ralph  Robinson,  Madge  Sutton,  King 

Byrd,  Rev.  Shook  -  Groundbreaking  for 

Educational  Building 
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(57)  Eloise  Bass  &  Grace  Houatter  - 
Halloween  Party 


(58)  Annie  Lee  &  Weldon  Clack 


(61)  Lillian  Pope,  Mary  Bell  Daughtry,  Pearl 

Carrol,  Betty  Byrd,  Judy  Hairr,  Lela  Wallace, 

Emma  Ann  Chamber  &  Vida  Lee  Malpass 


(62)  Lela  Wallace,  Emma  Ann  Chambers  & 
Mary  Bell  Daughtry 


(59)  Allene  &  Ernest  Carter 


(63)  Men  II  Class 


(60)  Minnie  &  McCray  Woodard 


(64)  Ladies  II  Class 
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(65)  Katie  Johnson 's  Class 


(69)  Couples  Class 


(66)  Ladies  III  Class 


(70)  Gertrude  Marshburn  &  sisters  Lucille 
&  Dot  Carr 
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(67)  Men  I  Class 


(71)  Leonard  Yancey,  Harvey  Bass,  Ralph 
Robinson  <£  Walter  Merritt 


(68)  Ladies  IV  Class 


(72)  'Super  Dooper  Cooper' 
Beloved  Interim  Pastor 
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(73)  Some  members  of  our  Youth  Band  - 

Frank  Bradshaw,  Becky  Baldwin,  Josh 

Ellis,  Casey  McLamb 


(74)  GA's  Camp  -  Terri,  Kristin,  Emily  & 
Collynn 


(77)  Our  newly  refurbished  Sanctuary 


(77a)  New  Sanctuary  under  construction 


(75)  Vacation  Bible  School  -  1997 


(78)  Our  Heritage  Quilt  -  Designed  by 
Joyce  Collins 


(76)  Santa  Claus  &  his  wife  (1997)  (Mike  & 
Donna  Ellis) 


(79)  Vacation  Bible  School  -  1999 
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(80)  Beamans  -  Lynn,  Debra,  Kelly, 
Dot  &  Jarvis 


(81)  Scotia  &  Oscar  Clark's 
50th  Anniversary 


(84)  GA  Party  -  standing:  Lucille  Yancey, 

leader,  Mary  Paul  Gale;  seated:  Elizabeth 

Merritt,  Lillian  Denton,  Nancy  Osborne, 

Evelyn  Merritt  &  Kay  Johnson 


(85)  Youth  Group  of  1997 


(82)  Donnie,  Terri,  Jeremy  &  Emily 
Bradsher 


(86)  Peggy  Boney  Bowles'  children,  Carlo 
&  Buddy  (Urel)  Boney 


(83)  GA  Come  As  You  Are  Party  -  Alice 
Quick,  Rachel  McCullen 


(87)  Mr.  Alvis  Clack 
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(88)  Mrs.  Alvis  (Annie  Lee)  Clack 


(92)  Jo  Ann  Gale,  daughter  of  Margaret 
&  Seaton  Gale 


(89)  Monroe  &  Dorothy  Robinson 


(90)  David  Morgan  &  Lureen  Hudson 
Foster  -  good  people  &  members 


(91)  July  17,  1997  -  Micki  Cottle  presents 

plaque  to  Mary  Bell  Daughtry,  oldest  active 

member  of  Rowan 


(93)  Pete  Warren,  Judy  Harrison,  Judy  Gail 

Sumner,  Francis  Moore,  Glen  Hairr  & 

David  Lewis 


(94)  Standing:  Torie  Sumner,  Judy  Sumner, 

front:  Jeffery  Gale,  J.  S.  Gale, 

Stephanie  Sumner 


(95)  Tyanna,  Gregory  &  Caleb 
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(96)  Christmas  Pageant  of  1997 


(100)  Bible  Drill  Students  of  the  Seventies 


(97)  Nelson  Cannady  &  Sunday  School 
Friends 


(101)  1980  High  School  Graduates 


(98)  Pat  Shipp 


(102)  Connie  Sutton  &  Dennis  Chambers 


(99)  L  E.  Tart  &  Donald  Pope  (Cooks) 


(103)  Donna  Ellis,  Mike  Ellis,  J.D. 
Chambers  &  Judy  Hairr  Stallings 
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(104)  Someofour  beautiful  Christian  GA's 


(108)  Cottle  Family 


(105)  Enjoying  Christian  Fellowship 


(109)  Dan  Jr.  &  wife  Cheryl  Cottle 


(106)  Hubert  S.  &  Ruby  D.  Peterson 


(110)  Micki  Cottle  &  Jeremy 


(107)  Hubert  S.  Jr.  &  Joanne  H.  Peterson 


(111)  Jeremy  Bradsher 
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(112)  Emily  Bradsher 


(113)  Brown  Family  (Edward's  decendants) 


Bible  School  Through  the  Years 


(114)  Emma  Ann  Chambers  -  Bible  School 
Leader  of  some  years 


(116)  Group  taught  by  Ruby  Peterson 


(115)  J.D.,  Emma  Ann  &  Ken  Chambers, 

Linda  &  Lisa  Burgess,  Grace, 

David  &  Amy  Matthews 


(117)  Group  taught  by  Donna  Ellis 
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(J  18)  Teachers  Joyce  Collins  &  Judy  Tart 


(122)  Cute  Students  of  the  70s 


(119) 
Happy  Students 
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(120)  Students  at  Play 


(123)  Anna  Ellis  watching 
teacher  Sandra  Gupton 


(124)  Jo  Robinson,  Lisa  Kim  &  Amy 


(121)  Busy  Creating 


(125)  Hard  at  Work 
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(126)  Youth  Group  of  the  late  70s 


(128)  Beth  Bradshaw  -  Bible  School 
Teacher  through  the  Yyears 


(127)  Sherry  Matthews  adjusts 
Anna  Ellis'  scarf  for  musical 
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CEMETERY  RECORD 
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CEMETERY  RECORD 


ROWAN  BAPTIST  CHURCH  CEMETERY  LISTINGS 

ARE  IN  ALPHABETICAL  ORDER 

AND  COMPLETE  AS  OF  AUGUST  31,  1999 


Andrews,  Hattie  Bell  1895  1971 

Andrews,  J. C.  27  Nov.  1887  12  Mar.    1936 

Baldwin,  Worth  B.  07  Oct.  1937  27Jun.    1985 

Blackman,  Leola  16  Sept.  1913  19  Dec.   1965 

Bass,  Harvey  D.  13  Jul.  1946  12  Aug.  1949 
Remarks:  Son  of  H.J.  and  Elouise  Bass 

Boone,  Roey  Odom  1871  1947 

Burgess,  Ralph  A.  18  Oct.  1922  09  Sept.  1993 
Remarks:  U.S.  Navy  WWII 

Boone,  Owen  E.  1866  1947 

Boone,  Thomas  Jeffrey  29  Aug.  1915  17  Apr.  1975 

Boone,  Kelly  Anne  15  Feb.  1979  25  Aug.   1992 

Bass,  Annie  L  21  Oct.  1912  22  Feb.    1982 

Barefoot,  Walter  Eugene  16  Oct.  1935  

Boone,  Abslom  C.  25  Oct.  1844  30Jun.    1923 

Boone,  Sarah  C.  25  Mar.  1846  09  Oct.    1929 

Boone,  Mary  F.  13  Mar.  1903  06  Aug.   1930 

Boone,  Livingston  C.  06  Nov.  1879  27Jun.    1963 
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Boone,  Bessie  M.  19  Mar  1900  17  Aug.  1977 

Boone,  Bobby  L  12  Feb.  1933  08  Feb.  1969 

Remarks:  NC  RM  1  US  Navy 

Boone,  J. H.  18  Jan.  1832  24  Feb.  1919 

Boone,  Emeline  Parker  13  Nov.  1833  01  Oct.  1912 

Remarks:  Wife  of  A.C.  Carter. 

Bass,  Carl  11  Jan.  1946  12  Jan.  1946 

Boone,  Hellen  24  Oct.  1913  06  Jan.  1938 

Remarks:  Daughter  of  C.N.  and  Clara  Boone. 

Boone,  Rellie  R.  10  Dec.  1880  27  Jul.  1962 

Boone,  Katie  Byrd  26  Mar.  1881  14  Feb.  1962 

Boone,  John  W.  23Jun.  1872  16Jun.  1961 

Boone,  Claude  N.  01  Jan.  1876  12  Dec.  1968 

Boone,  Clara  Byrd  08  Nov.  1888  22  Dec.  1957 

Boone,  Julia  A.  Chestnutt  02  May  1855  26  Mar.  1932 

Remarks:  Wife  of  T.W.  Boone. 

Broome,  Vidella  Tew  05  May  1916  07  Apr.  1988 

Boone,  Elma  Boyette  16  Feb.  1913  03  Mar.  1991 

Remarks:  Wife  of  D.J.  Boone. 

Boone,  David  James  12  Mar.  1892  22  Apr.  1967 

Remarks:  N.C.  PVT  BTRY  C113  FLD  ARTY  WWI 

Boone,  Gertrude  Malpass  19  Jan  1900  13  Sept.  1940 

Boone,  J. M.  04  Apr.  1852  26  May  1928 

Boone,  Annie  1886  1919 

Remarks:  Wife  of  J.M.  Boone 
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Boone,  Robert  Graham              01  Jul.  1902  23  Feb.    1922 
Remarks:  Son  of  J.M.  and  Annie  Boone 

Boone,  T.W.                                08  Sept.  1858  14  Jan.    1934 

Infant  Best                                  11  Sept.  1928  01  Oct.    1928 
Remarks:  Son  of  H.J.  and  Adelle  Best 

Blackburn,  Vera  Tew                  21  Sept.  1921  17  May    1949 
Remarks:  Wife  of  George  Blackburn 

Best,  Lonnie  H.                           02  May  1874  08  Sept.  1933 

Best,  Mollie  Moore                     31  Aug.  1865  17  May    1940 

Boone,  Margaret  Udell                01  Sept.  1925  05  Dec.   1929 

Boone,  Annie  Frances                14  Dec.  1919  14  Jan.    1922 
Remarks:  Daughter  of  D.J.  &  Gertrude  Boone 

Boone,  Mildred  Gertrude            01  Oct.  1923  05  Feb.    1931 

Boone,  Preston  T.                       14  Jul.  1886  03  Nov.   1949 

Bordeaux,  Clematine  Butler  Hargrove 

25  May  1915  30  Nov.   1986 
Remarks:  Wife  of  Henry  Edwin  Gargrove  &  Henry  Bordeaux 

Bradshaw,  Charles  E.                 27  Feb.  1929  08  Dec.   1986 

Bradshaw,  Kathleen  J.  25  Oct.  1930  

Remarks:  Wife  of  Charles  E.  Bradshaw 

Bradshaw,  Katie  Lewis               28  Oct.  1906  18  Jan.    1986 

Brown,  Aaron  Matthew               02  May  1981  May  20    1981 
Remarks:  Son  of  Bryan  &  Connie  C.  Brown 

Brittain,  Lora  McLamb  1888  1941 

Brittain,  Joe  Nick  

Anthony  (Tony)  Barrow               18  Nov.  1944  30  Sept.  1999 
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Brittain,  Walter  Ernest 



1906 



1944 

Burgess,  Ralph  (A.) 

03  Mar. 

1953 

27  Jan. 

1998 

Burt,  Mary  S. 

25  Oct. 

1914 

19  Oct. 

1991 

Burt,  Leonard  0. 

11  Nov. 

1917 

04  Jan. 

1979 

Byrd,  Paul  David 
Remarks:  Son  o  f  D.A 

05  Sept. 
and  R.E.  Byrd 

1915 

15  Nov. 

1915 

Byrd,  Rena  E. 

01  Oct. 

1893 

12  Aug. 

1968 

Byrd,  David  A. 

11  May 

1889 

23  Mar. 

1953 

Byrd,  Horace  Joseph 
Remarks:  Son  of  K.E. 

28  Feb. 
and  Jessie  Byrd 

1937 

10  Dec. 

1937 

Byrd,  Jessie  P. 



1891 



1967 

Byrd,  King  E. 



1892 



1982 

Byrd,  Mittie 

24  Nov. 

1864 

07  Oct. 

1947 

Byrd,  Vaston  Elliott 

13  Jul. 

1902 

22  Jan. 

1982 

Byrd,  Raymon  J. 

09  Jan. 

1944 

25  Mar. 

1974 

Byrd,  Jasper  David 

15  May 

1937 

09  Jan. 

1981 

Byrd,  Esther  Herb 

16  May 

1941 



Byrd,  Larry  Britt                           03  Dec.    1954 
Remarks:  PVT  U.S.  Marine  Corps  Vietnam 

31  Mar. 

1988 

Byrd,  J.S. 

25  Mar. 

1854 

12  Jan. 

1938 

Byrd,  Swenie  Autry 

15  Sept. 

1893 

05  Feb. 

1975 

Byrd,  Samuel  John 

26  Aug. 

1886 

06  Apr. 

1942 

Butler,  Walter  Russell 

07  Mar. 

1906 

08  Feb. 

1985 
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Butler,  Louise  Withers  01  Sept.  1907  

Carter,  Brenda  Rose  08  May     1 967  1 1  May    1 967 

Remarks:  Daughter  of  W.V.  &  Elaine  B.  Carter 

Carter,  Lela  B.  Boone  16  Aug.    1888  21  Jun.    1930 

Remarks:  Wife  of  A.C.  Carter 

Chestnutt,  Ann  10  Jun.     1852  Jun.     1852 

Remarks:  Daughter  of  Wm.  N.  &  Louisa  Chestnutt 

Chestnutt,  Louisa  24  Dec.    1831  30  Jul.     1856 

Chestnut,  Eliza  J.  13  Apr.     1836  09  May    1882 

Chestnut,  William  N.  10  Feb.    1852  13  Apr.    1908 

Chestnut,  Ida  20  Aug.    1863  31  Dec.   1915 

Remarks:  Daughter  of  William  N.  &  Eliza  Chestnutt 

Chestnutt,  Ruby  Smith  19  Jun.     1927  

Chestnutt,  Elliott  Harris  25  Jul       1919  24  Apr.    1982 

Chestnutt,  Clyde  T.  08  Jun.     1914  Aug.    1994 

Chestnutt,  R.  Gilbert  31  Aug.    1912  12  May    1982 

Carr,  J.  Richard  15  Jun.     1953  16  Jun.    1953 

Remarks:  Infant  son  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.L.  Carr 

Carr,  Emma  Leigh  Jones  23  Feb.    1888  12  Oct.    1979 

Remarks:  Wife  of  L.A.  Carr 

Carr,  Lewis  Augustus  06  Sept.   1879  10  Apr.    1949 

Chestnutt,  Callie  M.  21  Jan.     1895  11  May    1924 

Chestnutt,  Elizabeth  James        21  May     1914  

Chestnutt,  John  Bruce  31  May     1889  16  May    1930 
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Chestnutt,  Martha  Gertrude        08  Mar.  1874  13  Oct.    1919 
Remarks:  Daughter  of  John  Everett  &  Rosanna  C.  Chestnutt 

Chestnutt,  Rosanna  C.  1845  

Remarks:  Wife  of  John  E.  Chestnutt 

Chestnutt,  Pearl  R.  06  Jun.  1909  28  May    1993 

Chestnutt,  John  Allen  15  Sept.  1902  03  Oct.    1961 

Chestnutt,  John  E.  1844 

Remarks:  Co.  G3NC  INF  CSA 

Chestnutt,  John  T.  26  Mar.  1854  24  Feb.    1922 

Chestnutt,  Lonnie  James  29  Apr.  1907  26  Mar.    1978 

Chestnutt,  Lonnie  C.  22  May  1882  22  Mar.    1962 

Chestnutt,  J. T.  08  Feb.  1848  25  Oct.    1920 

Chestnutt,  E.E.  25  Feb.  1852  23  Dec.   1920 

Chestnutt,  James  Moriah  18  Oct.  1889  10  Feb.    1981 

Remarks:  Daughter  of  Scott  &  Ella  P.  Chestnutt 

Chestnutt,  Scott  A.  06  Jul.  1851  12  Sept.  1923 

Chestnutt,  Ella  L.  19  Apr.  1866  29  Jun.    1942 

Clack,  Alvis  Sterling  08  Jan.  1895  01  May    1978 

Clack,  Annie  Lee  Loftis  20  Oct.  1901  05  Jul.     1973 

Remarks:  Wife  of  A.S.  Clack 

Clack,  Harold  Lee  1925  1983 

Remarks:  S  1  US  Navy  WWII 

Clack,  Annie  B.  1928  1931 

Remarks:  daughter  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.S.  Clack 

Clack,  Judith  J.  1931  1931 

Remarks:  Daughter  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.S.  Clack 
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Clack,  Jessie  J.  1931  1931 

Remarks:  Daughter  of  Mr.&  Mrs.  A.S.  Clack 

Collins,  Leonard  A.  04  Dec.  1904  02  Dec.   1965 

Collins,  Lola  Mae  R.  06  Oct.  1909  29  Sept.  1989 

Cottle,  Sudie  Ann  28  Feb.  1929  22  Nov.   1976 

Crumpler,  David  L  16  Oct.  1918  16  Oct.    1976 

Crumpler,  Fannie  D.  03  Oct.     1922  

Remarks:  Married  David  L.  Crumpler  25  Dec.  1943 

Clack,  Eleanor  A.  1938  1939 

Remarks:  Daughter  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.S.  Clack 

Denton,  Wayland  Millard  21  Mar.    1916  21  Sept.  1922 

Remarks:  PFC  US  Army 

Denton,  Evelyn  Jean  11  Sept.   1932  31  Jul.     1934 

Remarks:  Daughter  of  L.N.  &  Ruby  Denton 

Denton,  Lenwood  Neil  18  Aug.    1906  09  Oct.    1971 

Remarks:  NC  S1  US  Navy 

Denton,  Ruby  Gertrude  1910  07  Jul.     1999 

Remarks:  Daughter  of  Allen  Bennett  &  Myra  Susan  Tart  Warren 
Widow  of  Lenwood  N.  Denton  Sr. 

Denton,  Clarence  L  11  Feb.     1883  17  Mar.    1949 

Denton,  Lancy  Barker  08  Oct.     1886  13Jun.    1972 

Remarks:  Wife  of  C.L.  Denton 

Denton,  Maynard  Willis  23  Apr.     1920  10Jun.    1955 

Denton,  Lealon  B.  31  Dec.    1922  23  Sept.  1968 

Remarks:  NC  SF  1  US  Navy,  Korea 

Denton,  Louise  A.  Stafford  17  Sept.  1928  16  Dec.   1970 
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Edwards,  Estelle  Chestnutt         05  May  1913  12  Mar.  1987 

Edgerton,  Harold  Quincy  Sr.       13  Oct.  1923  18  Apr.  1995 

Fortner,  Romelia  08  Sept.  1876  16  Nov.  1925 

Fortner,  James  Tate  26  Aug.  1877  08  Nov.  1936 

Fortner,  Elba  Morton  19  Jul.  1880  12  Aug.  1969 

Remarks:  Wife  of  James  Tate  Fortner 

Foster,  Joel  F.  07  Jul.  1869  09  Apr.  1920 

Gurganious,  Delia  04  Oct.  1884  27  Sept.  1962 

Glosson,  Amy  Lucille  19  Nov.  1966  29  May  1995 

Glosson,  James  G.  Jr.  03  Nov.  1932  01  May  1988 

Glosson,  Joyce  B.  22  Apr.  1933  

Gautier,  Malessa  05  Aug.  1893  27  Jan.  1965 

Gautier,  Henry  21  Mar.  1891  11  Aug.  1955 

Hughes,  Clarence  H.  03  Oct.  1911  09  Nov.  1987 

Hairr,  Deames  Elton  31  Mar.  1913  22  May  1972 

Hairr,  Macy  Lewis  25  Jun.  1917  30  Aug.  1974 

Hairr,  Deames  Glenwood  03  Apr.  1940  28  Sept.  1993 

Hairr,  Judith  Puryear  18  Feb.  1941  

Infant  Hudson  26  May  1930  27  May  1930 

Remarks:  Son  of  CM.  &  Cora  Hudson 

Hudson,  Mary  B.  30  Apr.  1915  30  Jul.  1915 

Remarks:  Daughter  of  Bernice  &  G.A.  Hudson 

Hudson,  Bernice  Elton  05  Oct.  1911  20  Jun.  1913 

Remarks:  Son  of  B.  &  Gertrude  Hudson 
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Hudson,  Gertrude  A.  06  Dec.  1874  15Jun.  1915 

Remarks:  Wife  of  Bernice  Hudson 

Hairr,  Melva  Ray  07  Mar.  1933  14  Aug.  1941 

Remarks:  Daughter  of  Richard  H.  &  Cooper  Hairr 

Hairr,  J.  Cooper  Tew  18  Dec.  1912  

Hairr,  Richard  Howard  Sr.  18  Jan  1910  09  Aug.  1989 

Remarks:  Married  J.  Cooper  Tew  Hairr  25  Dec.  1929 

Horrell,  Carlton  Pharoh  15  Apr.  1886  24  Sept.  1955 

Hargrove,  Henry  B.  1868  1942 

Hargrove,  Henry  Edwin  22  Dec.  1902  16  May  1959 

Hargrove,  Bessie  Kelly  1882  1942 

Hall,  Neil  Hargrove  1902  1981 

Hall.Ammie  14  Nov.  1916  28  Jul.  1993 

Remarks:  TEC  4  US  Army  WWII. 

Hairr,  Jimmie  Davis  05  Oct.  1925  11  Jun.  1959 

Haithcock,  Kathleen  T.  07  Nov.  1927  22  Feb.  1948 

Hughes,  Jimmy  Ray  31  Oct.  1948  09  Jan.  1966 

Jones,  Lellon  Daughtry  11  Sept.  1912  29  Nov.  1963 

Remarks:  Wife  of  Paul  R.  Jones 

Jones,  Paul  Rotate  Sr.  19  Dec.  1909  01  Mar.  1988 

Jones,  Paul  Rotate  Jr.  16  Jan.  1935  24  Apr.  1981 

Jones,  Grady  Boney  21  Nov.  1925  17  Mar.  1998 

Remarks:  US  Army 

Johnson,  James  1917  1922 
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Jordan,  O.L.  Jr.                           25  Apr.  1928  15  Oct.  1954 

Jordan,  Oscar  Lee  Sr.                 26  Apr.  1896  29  Apr.  1950 

Jordan,  Armathia  Tew                03  Jun.  1899  27  May  1984 

Johnson,  Cpl.  James  Jr.             01  May  1950  28  Feb.  1969 

Kelly,  W.P.                                   03  Aug.  1811  19  Jun.  1923 

Kelly,  Sally  E.                              12  Aug.  1846  01  Nov.  1925 

Kelly,  Chellie  A.  Lewis  10  Oct.  1854  26  Sept.  1905 

Kelly,  Thomas                             15  Feb.  1842  30  Oct.  1908 
Remarks:  Son  of  Jackson  Kelly 

Kelly,  James  R.                          19  Feb.  1936 

Remarks:  NC  PVT  17  ENGRS. 

Kivett,  W.  Anderson                    28  Aug.  1875  26  Jan.  1954 

Kivett,  Lula  Jane                         24  Jan.  1880  06  Apr.  1968 

Kivett,  Bobby                               17  Oct.  1942  25  Feb.  1943 
Remarks:  Son  of  Robert  L.  &  Christine  Kivett 

Kivett,  Carolyn  Fay                     26  Apr.  1944  13  Aug.  1952 
Remarks:  Daughter  of  Robert  L.  &  Christine  Kivett 

Kersey,  John  Calvin                    23  Nov.  1943  12  May  1955 

Kersey,  Gray  Travis                    11  Mar.  1954  11  Mar.  1954 

Kinman,  Clarence  Wendell  III     24  Dec.  1955  15  Aug.  1993 

Lockamy,  J.P.                              04  Mar.  1848  21  May  1917 

Lockamy,  Jane                           27  Jul.  1850  27  Jan.  1922 

Lockamy,  Sarah                         01  Jun.  1891  20  Jun.  1945 
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Lewis,  Sudie  H.  McKenzie  25  Sept.  1882  03  Mar.  1921 

Remarks:  Wife  of  E.H.  Lewis 

Lewis,  Edward  H.  07  Sept.  1878  Jan.  1938 

Lockamy,  Silas  Lloyd  23  Aug.  1902  07  Jan.  1962 

Lockamy,  Bessie  Bass  29  Aug.  1908  18  Apr.  1987 

Lockamy,  Gordon  B.  15  Apr.  1928  14  Oct.  1981 

Lockamy,  Elbert  Wayne  1 8  Apr.  1 954  23  Nov.  1 968 

Lewis,  Raymond  C.  1906  1955 

Lewis,  George  D.  13  Jan.  1926  23  May  1927 

Remarks:  Son  of  E.H.  &  Mary  E.  Lewis 

Lockamy,  Harvey  W  19  May  1932  05  Feb.  1976 

Remarks:  PFC  US  Army,  Korea 

Lockamy,  Elizabeth  B.  07  Aug.  1931  11  Aug.  1990 

Malpass,  Ivey  Grey  10Jun.  1872  17  Nov.  1922 

Malpass,  Margaret  Emma  05  Aug.  1880  05Jun.  1941 

Remarks:  Wife  of  Ivey  Malpass 

Marshbum,  Nonie  Kelly  01  Nov.  1886  19  Nov.  1972 

Marshbum,  Kitty  Peterson  20  Jan.  1895  17  Aug.  1984 

Marshburn,  James  Monroe         17  Aug.  1882  30  Aug.  1979 

McLeod,  W.J.  24  Oct.  1867  07  Jun.  1925 

McLeod,  Mollie  R.  15  May  1878  02  Dec.  1961 

Marshburn,  Alma  Fay  01  Sept.  1908  22  Nov.  1910 

Remarks:  Daughter  of  ST.  &  Margaret  Marshburn 

Marshburn,  Margaret  Robinson  30  Mar.  1876  17  Jan.  1944 
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Marshburn,  Samuel  T.  22  Feb.  1877  24  Aug.  1953 

Marshburn,  M.L.  14  Jan.  1904  30  Apr.  1937 

Marshburn,  James  Earl  20  Mar.  1905  05  Nov.  1960 

Malpass,  Obie  Francis  24  Nov.  1906  14  Nov.  1990 

Malpass,  Vida  Lee  B.  06  Dec.  1912  

Merritt,  Mary  Lue  E.  10  Dec.  1910  15  Jan.  1965 

Merritt,  William  Taft  08  Nov.  1908  25  Oct.  1984 

Merritt,  William  Arnold  08  Mar.  1941  

Merritt,  J. E.  14  Feb.  1854  14  Aug.  1918 

Merritt,  Rusty  07  Jan.  1975  29  Jul.  1989 

Merritt,  Alston  Caraway  30  Apr.  1892  27  Dec.  1969 

Merritt,  Fred  Cornelius  19  Oct.  1878  10  Jul.  1956 

Merritt,  Mary  Elizabeth  Andrews 

07  May  1876  28  Aug.  1934 

Merritt,  A.E.  10  Feb.  1852  23  Dec.  1920 

Merritt,  Margaret  08  Sept.  1852  21  Oct.  1918 

Remarks:  Wife  of  A.E.  Merritt 

Merritt,  Edgar  F.  19  Mar.  1876  28  Aug.  1934 

Merritt,  Mollie  Rockwell  Chestnutt 

09  May  1880  14  Nov.  1969 
Remarks:  Wife  of  Edgar  F.  Merritt 

Merritt,  Katie  Bell  14  Nov.  1904  02  Aug.  1986 

Merritt,  Everett  A.  24  Mar.  1928  10  Jan.  1940 

Merritt,  Armelia  Tew  16  Apr.  1897  12  Dec.  1971 
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Merritt,  Deleon  D.  09  Oct.     1905  20  Jul.  1963 

Murphy,  Henderson  B.  1921  1983 

Peterson,  Everette  07  Sept.   1817  14  Sept.  1894 

Peterson,  Lillie  J.  23  Apr.     1862  25  Nov.  1889 

Remarks:  Daughter  of  Everette  &  Emma  Peterson 

Peterson,  Catherine  Emma  Henry 

01  Dec.    1839  04  Jan.  1890 
Remarks:  Wife  of  Everette  Peterson 

Powell,  Elizabeth  Duncan  15  Aug.    1833  17  May  1919 

Remarks:  Wife  of  J.T.  Powell 

Powell,  J.T.  15  Aug.    1836  05  Nov.  1914 

Peterson,  J. R.  1865  1914 

Peterson,  Roberta  Marshburn    1872  1962 

Peterson,  Paul  David  01  Nov.    1900  01  Dec.  1937 

Peterson,  Mary  B.  04  Sept.  1906  16  May  1955 

Peterson,  Fannie  M.  09  Nov.    1901  15Jun.  1990 

Peterson,  Frank  W.  14  Jul.      1893  08  Jan.  1950 

Peterson,  D.T.  1867  1927 

Peterson,  Mrs.  Ellie  1871  1939 

Peterson,  Julia  R.  1898  1952 

Quick,  Floyd  07  Sept.   1892  01  Jan.  1953 

Quick,  Eva  S.  Boone  13  Oct.     1894  01  Apr.  1933 

Remarks:  Wife  of  Floyd  Quick 

Quick,  Elbert  Floyd  12  Apr.     1918  26  Nov.  1976 
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Quick,  Eugene  Lee                      23  Jun.  1920                05  Nov.    1994 
Remarks:  PFC  US  Army 

Quick,  Ernest  T.  1925  1975 

Remarks:  PFC  US  Army  WWII 

Quick,  Elliott  Parker                    17  Apr.  1928                02  Oct.    1959 

Quick,  Emmett  Heral                   20  Mar.  1933                21  Mar.    1933 
Remarks:  Son  of  Floyd  &  Eva  Quick 

Infant  Quick                                21  Mar.  1961                21  Mar.    1961 
Remarks:  Son  of  Edwin  &  Mildred  F.  Quick 

Robinson,  Nancy  Miriam  Rackley 

05  Jun.  1847                25  Jan.    1915 
Remarks:  Wife  of  James  Monroe  Robinson 

Rackley,  Isaiah                            15  Jul.  1849                04  Jan.    1922 
Remarks:  Husband  of  Mittie  Rackley 

Rackley,  Sarah  J.                        16  Apr.  1865               30  May    1932 

Rackley,  Walter  S.  24  Apr.       12  Nov.     

Remarks:  Son  of  IP.  &  Sarah  Rackley 

Rackley,  Sarah  Elizabeth           29  Jun.  1858               16  Feb.    1942 

Rackley,  Samuel  James             06  Oct.  1858               29  Sept.  1947 

Robinson,  Mattie  Moore              21  Mar.  1868                03  Jan.    1947 
Remarks:  Wife  of  William  Thompson  Robinson 

Robinson,  William  T.                   24  Nov.  1871                24  Mar.    1960 

Robinson,  Venor  Holmes            23  Feb.  1882                15  Jul.     1923 

Robinson,  Mary  Rackley             19  Mar.  1888               01  Dec.   1969 

Robinson,  Nancy  M.  Rackley      11  Oct.  1885                25  Apr.    1966 
Remarks:  Wife  of  J.J.Robinson 

Robinson,  J.J.                             05  Sept.  1874               22  Jun.    1943 
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Rivenbark,  George  A.  10Jun.  1877  15  Nov.  1928 

Roberts,  William  M.  10Jun.  1894  14  Jul.  1956 

Robinson,  Luther  E.  15  Aug.  1886  Apr.  1965 

Robinson,  Henry  Monroe  17  Dec.  1907  30  Aug.  1986 

Robinson,  James  Thomas  25  Oct.  1922  02  May  1986 

Robinson,  Keeron  Jordon  21  Oct.  1928  23  Dec.  1982 

Robinson,  Mary  Pollock  28  Sept.  1899  19  Apr.  1974 

Starling,  Reuban  Albert  18  Feb.  1915  03  Feb.  1979 

Shipp,  Willie  J.  16  Nov.  1869  06  Feb.  1930 

Shipp,  Anna  A.  12  Mar.  1876  30  Jun.  1950 

Simmons,  Oscar  Harold  18  Mar.  1936  30  Jul.  1993 

Simmons,  Redden  Oscar  18  Dec.  1912  12  Jul.  1956 

Simmons,  Wilbert  Nelson  30  Aug.  1947  06  Dec.  1990 

Strickland,  Sarah  E.  28  Jul.  1911  20  Jun.  1968 

Strickland,  Repsie  Tew  26  Nov.  1890  03  Oct.  1973 

Strickland,  Martin  D.  03  Jan.  1886  30  May  1949 

Stockton,  Lula  Merritt  10  Nov.  1881  11  Aug.  1918 
Remarks:  Wife  of  A.W.Stockton,  Daughter  of  A.E.  &  M.  Merritt 

Shipp,  A.W.  Jr.  20  Feb.  1920  26  Jan.  1922 

Shipp,  Emma  Jones  12  Mar.  1894  07  Sept.  1968 
Remarks:  Wife  of  Arthur  W.  Shipp 

Shipp,  Arthur  W.  Sr.  09  Mar.  1896  26  Jul.  1962 

Simmons,  Addie  B.  Powell  H.  22  Nov.  1898  14  Jun.  1964 
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Smith,  Barbara  Daphine  18  Oct.  1952  07  Nov.  1952 

Remarks:  Daughter  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  B.  Smith 

Smith,  Audrey  1925  1970 

Smith,  James  B.  1922  1990 

Smith,  Bernice  S.  10  Feb.  1901  04  Nov.  1963 

Smith,  NetaM.  30  Nov.  1905  31  Dec.  1970 

Smith,  Thomas  Earl  05  Aug.  1952  09  Jul.  1964 

Strickland,  Alman  David  17  Jan.  1913  26  Jan.  1982 

Remarks:  Married  24  Dec.  1937 

Strickland,  Charles  A.  1938  1951 

Strickland,  Eutrice  Susan  H.       10  Sept.  1914  20  Feb.  1981 

Strickland,  John  J.  22  Feb.  1919  25  Oct.  1954 

Smith,  Arthur  Glenn  17  May  1958  24  Feb.  1961 

Remarks:  Son  of  A.G.  Sr.  &  Margaret  Malpass  Smith 

Tew,  Eva  Fortner  29  Sept.  1900  31  Jul.  1984 

Tew,  Ruf us  Allen  05  Dec.  1896  04  Dec.  1972 

Tew,  Delia  Daniels  21  Aug.  1867  30  Jul.  1949 

Remarks:  Wife  of  John  R.  Tew 

Tew,  John  R.  04  Mar.  1865  28  Dec.  1929 

Tew,  Prvt.  Columbus  D.  11  Dec.  1894  25  Sept.  1918 

Tew,  Fraddie  A.  07  Mar.  1886  18  Mar.  1960 

Tew,  Ella  Ivy  02  Feb.  1892  27  Apr.  1963 

Tew,  Eula  05  May  1918  02  Nov.  1918 

Remarks:  Daughter  of  F.A.  and  Ella  Tew 
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Tart,  Marie  Matthis  24  Jul.      1931  20  Sep.  1992 

Tart,  Lottie  Smith  20  Aug.    1904  11  Feb.  1989 

Tart,  Lessie  E.  27Jun.     1905  18  Dec.  1975 

Torrans,  Portia  A.  04  Nov.    1860  30Jun.  1919 

Remarks:  Daughter  of  Everette  &  Emma  Peterson 

Tutor,  Edgar  H.  04  May     1903  16  Apr.  1980 

Tutor,  LulaF.  11  Aug.    1908  06  Feb.  1994 

Vann,  Percy  Cleveland  09  Oct.     1948  08  Apr.  1958 

Westbrook,  Judy  

Westbrook,  Mildred  01  Jan.     1920  01  Nov.  1993 

Westbrook,  Jasper  04  Oct.     1915  26  Dec.  1978 

Wallace,  Dorris  Estelle  10  Dec.    1909  14  Oct.  1910 

Remarks:  Daughter  of  ST.  &  M.C.  Wallace 

Wallace,  Mattie  R.  15  Dec.    1888  24  Jan.  1961 

Wallace,  Samuel  T.  Apr.     1879  16  May  1961 

Infant  Woodard  29  Jul.      1953  29  Jul.  1953 

Remarks:  son  of  M.M.  &  Minnie  Woodard 

West,  Arthur  C.  13  Apr.     1894  20  Oct.  1947 

West,  Sallie  Knowles  26  Jan.     1893  27  Apr.  1975 

West,  Hallie  B.  14  Dec.    1918  27  Mar.  1979 

Remarks:  PFC  US  Army  WWII 

Williams,  Mitchell  B.  Guthrie       26  Nov.    1932  13  Jan.  1994 
Remarks:  Son  of  Evelyn  West  Williams 
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Weeks,  Carrie  L.  Marshburn  Foster 

16  Dec.  1884  07  Jan.    1940 

Remarks:  Second  wife  of  W.F.  Weeks 

Williams,  Margaret  Evelyn  West  10  Oct.  1913  

Williams,  Waldon  Robert  26  Sept.  1918  09  Nov.    1984 

Yancy,  William  Robert  15  Aug.  1889  11  Jul.     1942 

Yancy,  Lellie  Buchanan  03  Jun.  1896  13  Jul.     1980 

Yancy,  Maynard  D.  11  Aug.  1921  02  Jan.    1952 

Yancy,  William  David  1932  1985 

Remarks:  US  Army,  Korea 

Yancy,  Mamie  L  17  May  1901  12  Sept.  1967 

Remarks:  Married  James  A.  Yancy  25  Dec.  1918 

Yancy,  James  A.  19  Apr.  1895  23  May    1960 
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Sources  and  references 

Tommie  Phillips  LaCavera,  Historian... 

Civil  Wars,  Women  and  the  Crisis  of  Southern  Nationalism,  Univer- 
sity of  Illinois  Press,  1989. 

A  History  of  North  Carolina  Baptists  1727-1932,  by  M.A.  Huggins 

Encyclopedia  of  Southern  Baptists,  Vol.  II...Broadman  Press 

The  Growth  of  100  years  of  North  Carolina  Baptists 

History  of  North  Carolina  Baptists. ..Pascall.. .Vol.  I  and  II. 

Sampson  County  Heritage  Book.. .Oscar  and  Virginia  Bizzell 

Sampson  County  Churches... Mary  John  Parker 

The  writings  of  O.J.  Peterson,  columnist  and  newspaper  publisher. 
(1936) 

Rowan  Baptist  Church  records 

Verbal  accounts  from  present  members 


CORRECTIONS: 

A  few  additional  items  surfaced  after  the  manuscript  was  finished  that  need  to  be 
corrected,  much  to  our  regret.  They  are  as  follows: 

On  page  194  "THE  BOONE  QUICK  FAMILY'  one  son,  Edwin,  was  inadvertently 
left  out.  There  were  six  Quick  boys,  all  beginning  with  the  letter  "E". 

On  page  236,  photo  86,  the  little  girl  in  the  picture  was  named  Calla,  not  Carla. 

Under  acknowledgments,  Joyce  Glosson  is  correct,  not  Glossom.  We  found 
Glosson  spelled  incorrectly  also  as  editor  of  Janie  Belle  Strickland  story,  and  on 
page  77. 

On  page  236,  Scotia  and  Oscar  Clarke's  50th  anniversary  picture  has  their  last 
name  misspelled.  It  is  definitely  Clarke,  not  Clark. 

Under  acknowledgments,  we  find  I  am  thanking  my  family  twice  which  is  nice, 
but  not  necessary. 


In  the  Joyce  and  W.R  Collins  family  story,  we  really  goofed.  Here  is  the  rest  of 
the  story: 

"In  1983  Walt  became  a  member  of  Rowan.  And  through  the  years  this  young 
man  has  been  a  blessing  to  his  parents  and  a  blessing  to  the  congregation  at 
Rowan. 

Joyce  is  herself  a  talented  artist.  She  is  responsible  for  the  drawing  of  the  rendition 
of  the  original  great  Cohera  church.  Her  own  conception,  based  on  historical 
information.  The  drawing  has  been  used  in  this  book  and  if  featured  on  the 
Historical  Marker  that  sits  on  the  front  lawn  of  Rowan  today. 

For  several  years  Joyce  has  been  in  charge  of  the  church  library  and  despite  her 
busy  schedule  is  always  willing  to  lend  a  hand  when  called  upon.  Recently  she 
framed  our  newly  acquired  collection  of  Rowan  ministers,  a  first.  We  plan  to  add 
to  this  collection  through  the  years  since  it  is  a  part  of  history  that  should  be  kept 
current. 

Give  Joyce  a  job  and  she  does  it  and  does  her  best.  She  and  her  family  are  another 
of  Rowan's  secrets  for  a  successful  church  home. 

Thank  you  Joyce.  Ed..." 


On  page  1 1,  chapter  III,  in  the  first  paragraph,  Edward  Brown's  death  is  listed  as 
1788.  This  is  incorrect,  and  should  have  read  1783.  Also  he  was  born  in  Nansemond 
Co.  Va.  not  Nansedome. 

On  page  43,  third  paragraph,  cost  should  have  been  listed,  in  the  March  1912 
minutes. 

On  page  44,  paragraph  two,  the  Intermediate  quarterly  should  have  been  dated 
1874. 

On  page  1 19,  last  line  should  read  "We  continued  then." 

On  page  135,  paragraph  four  has  the  word  'church'  misspelled. 

On  page  138,  fourth  paragraph,  should  read  time  to  say  "good  bye." 

On  page  1 18,  list  of  pastors  neglected  to  list  Dana  Scribner's  first  name,  Richard 
Moretz,  (not  Morety)  and  Karl  Pittard. 

On  page  77,  chapter  15,  the  correct  name  is  Ingram  Baggett. 

On  page  183,  correct  name  is  Grace  Hovatter. 

On  page  216,  the  additional  "s"  is  clearly  an  oversight. 

On  page  228,  the  picture  of  the  Tews  should  read  Joe  and  Laura  Tew. 

On  page  248,  in  cemetery  records,  name  should  be  listed  correctly,  as  Butler, 
William  Russell. 

On  page  260,  in  cemetery  records,  name  should  be  listed  correctly  as  Smith, 
Arthur  Glen. 

On  page  154,  the  Robinson  story  was  incorrectly  titled,  it  should  have  been  the 
Jo  and  Ralph  Robinson  story. 


Names,  especially  on  microfilm,  were  often  spelled  various  ways,  depending 
upon  source.  The  name  Boone,  for  instance,  has  been  spelled  as  Boon.  In  these 
cases,  formation  was  recorded  as  the  original  documents  showed. 

We  regret  any  mistakes  made  in  the  preparation  of  this  book,  which  is  why  we 
have  added  a  correction  sheet.  It  is  our  fondest  wish  that  the  information  concerning 
the  history  of  our  church  be  as  correct  as  we  can  make  it. 

We  must  also  add  a  note  of  thanks  to  Quality  Printing  Plus  for  their  great  patience 
with  our  demands  for  historical  accuracy,  and  their  help  in  this  regard. 

God  bless: 

Micki  Cottle,  Editor  and  Brenda  Malpass,  Assistant 
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